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-ftssMesfle 


TO BONAPARTE. 


TO cQmUns the lufire of your 

s. 

V 

Name with thefplendour of the Mo- 
numents of Egypt ^ is to ajfociate the 
glorious annals of our own time with 
the hi/lory of the heroic age ; and to 
reanimate the daft of Sefofiris and 
MefideSj like you Conquerors ^ like you 
Benefa&ors. 

Europe^ by learning that I accom- 
panied you in one of your moji me-. 

ft 

morable 
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. morahle Expeditmis^ will receive my 
Work with iager inUrefi. I Jiave 
negle&ed nothing i7i my power to ren^ 
der it worthy of the Hero to whom it 
is infcrihed. 

VIVANT toENON. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


IT is prelumed that an account, by 
an eye- witnefs, of the romantic but unprovok&l - 
invafion of Egypt by General Bonaparte, 'nViII 
not be "uninterefting to the Britifh Public* The 
Author, a member of the Inftitute of Cairo, and 
an excellent draftfman, was feledted to accom- 
pany the troops defigned for the conqueft of 
Upper Egypt, that under the protection of *a 
military efcort he might have an opportunity of 
examining thofe ftupendous remains, and eter- 
nal documents of the ancient civilization of the 
country, to which its then unfettled ftate had 
denied a peaceable admiffion. Hence the work 
contains an agreeable mixture of incident and 
defcription : and if the journal of the defultory 
operations of a campaign againfl. an enemy, 
whofe rapid motions, whofe invincible courage, 
whofe perfevering bravery always rendered him 
a formidable opponent, interrupts unfeafonably 
now and then an account of the venerable mo- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


numents of Thebes or Tentyra ; yet this f ety 
interruption becomes a ftixnulus to. curiofity^ 
and the attention of the reader, though kept up 
active to the laft, will not be withdrawn ungra^ 
tified. Citizen Denon, not > being a foldier by 
profeffion, and therefore not hardened to the 
atrocities of war, has, notwithftanding his iol* 
tural partiality towards his^countiymen, and his 
perfonal regard for many of the chiefs in the 
expedition, given a fairer account of the treat- 
ment which the natives underwent . from th4r 
invaders, than we are likely to receiye from any 
. other quarter : and, indeed, of the campaigns in 
Upper Egypt, he. i^ as y^t thf only hxftorian ; m 
this view, therefore, his qarrative is of pecuH^u: 
v^ue. We iee what a dreadful licence of lufi, 
rapine, and flaughter, the French troops wei;e 
allowed to indulge in, and bow whole villages 
were exterminated uppi> the bare fufpicion pf 
Qieditating refinance to the ravi£hers of their 
women, the defolators of their fiek)B, the inqen* 
diaries of their houfes. W^ fee that fo far £rp9i 
conciliating the efteem of the . Egyptians^ the 
French dominion was confined to the range of 
their cannon, that their fira^ers were cut qS 
like prpfi:ribed beads of prey j and, prefled by 
the Ar%U oa pn^ iidfi* and Mur^d^Bcypa t^e 

other. 


<^er, they W€ire kept in a conftant ftate of 
¥^atelifulne& and alarm. The military tranfao 
tloas,. however, arc neithet the moft {leafing, 
nor the proiftinent feature of the work : the Au- 
thor was by iiecefllty a foldier, but by profeflion 
all artift, ^nd a man of letters ; hience the re- 
mains of the architedure, the fculpture, and 
the pdnting of the ancient Eigyptians, were tlje 
X^rindpal objects of his attention ; and thefe he 
has defcribed both by words and the pendl, fo 
a6 to tendo: them highly in terefling to all thofe 
who feel any curiofity about a nation, from 
whom ancient Greece derived her fubKmeft 
philoibphy, and which is infcparably connefted 
with the earlier ages of the Jewifli hiftory. 
* With regard to the prefent EngKfli edition, n 
few words remain to be faid. The narrative In 
the 'drigmal is one continued journal, without 
cfivifion of .chapters, from the embarkation of 
tlie author at Toulon to his landing again in 
France at Frejus ; to this are added feveral notes, 
more particularfiy illuftrative of the plates, and 
Iftenttbning little traits of manners-and cuftoms, 
which the Author, either from inadvertence, or 
want of opiportunity, neglefted to introduce 
iutd'the text. The Tranflator, however, has 
tiken the liberty of breaking the journal into 
' feparato 
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fqpafiate' .chapters, without, however, in the lead ^ 
degree jJtering the order of its arrangement; 
and in a few inftjinces, of incorporating with 
the text fuch parts of the notes as appear to 
have been thrown to the end of the original 
work, merely in coi^equcnce of having been 
forgotten* 

; Notwithftanding the liberal allowance of 
plates, it has been found expedient, for fear of 
too much enhancing the price of this edition, 
(the French original of which fells, in London . 
for twenty-one guineas) to le^ve out a few 
which are contained in the original. Thd pic- 
turdfque views, therefore, of the battles, and of ' 
fome other tranfadions, which, from their very. 
nature muft be mere fancy pieces, are omitted ; 
a iimilar liberty has alfo occaiionally been taken,; 
in felecling the beft of two or three views of 
the fame place from different pofitions. In this . 
arrangement the Proprietors have been enabled 
to retain nearly the whole of thofe engravings 
which reprefent the architeftural and hierogly- 
phical remains of Upper Egypt, and which, 
comprize the valuable part of' the decorations 
of this fplendid work. . 
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TXT'HEN an author has decided 

on writing a prefece, his prin*- 

cipal aim is to give an idea of the 

nature of his work. . Thi^ ta^ 

which becomes in a manner an <il» 

ligation, I fhall fulfil lay infferting 

here the difcourfe it- was my. intent 

tiontoread to thelnftitateof Cairo^ 

on niy return from upper Egypt. ' 

. ." You have acquainted.,me#;citir 

2ens, that the Inftitute expei^ed 

-from' md an acc6urit' of' my travels 

in upper Egypt^ for. which purpofe 

I was, in the courfe of diflFerent fit* 

tings, to read extra<9:S from the 

journal intended to accompany the 

^OL. I. * A drawings 
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clrawings I have brought from thence* 
My defire to meet the wifhes of the 
Inftitute will flimulate me to digeft, 
without lofs of time, a multitude of 
notes which I have made, without 
any other pretention than that of 
foigetting no part of what offered 
itself daily to my obfervation. I was 
engaged id travelling through a 
country which was known to Eu- 
rope by name only: it therefore 
beoime important to defcribe every 
things and I was fully aware, that at 
my return I fhould be interrogated 
on all £des, relative to what might, 
according to his habitual fludies or 
his chara<5):er, the mofl powerfully 
es^cite the curiofity of each of my 
enquirers. I have made drawings of 
objects of every ddfcription J and if 

I am 
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1 am here fearfbl of fatiguing thofe 
to whcfm I difplay my numerous 
jprodu6lions, feeing that they merely 
te-tface. what they have before their 
eyes, I fhall, perhaps, on my reach- 
ing France, have to reproach my- 
&lf for not having multiplied them 
^1 more, or, to {peak more cor- 
re<SUy, ih$ll lament that the circum- 
fiances in which I' was placed did 
not allov^ me either the time or the 
conveniences to dp fo. Ifmy zeal has 
called forth all the means of which 
I am pofleiled, thefe means have 
foeea powerfully feconded by the 
commander in chief, whofe grand 
conceptions fuffer none of the details 
to efcape him. Being, aware that 
the aam of my travels was to vifit 
the monuments of upper Elgypt, he 

A a fent 
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fent me with the divifion which was 
to achieve the conqueft of that ter*- 
ritory. In General Defaix I found 
an inquifitive philofopher, a friend 
of the arts, from whom I received 
all the attentions which theJ cir- 
cumfiances would allow. From Ge- 
neral Beliard I experienced friend- 
ship, and unwearied ailidiiities ; from 
the officers pohtenefs ;. and the ut- 
mofr civility from aU the fbldiers o£ 
the twenty-firft half-brigade; In 
Short, I made fa truly a part of 
the battalion it fonp^ed, .and within 
chichi' had in k manner taken utv 

♦ - , • - X, 

mfy abode, that I was frcqiitently in 
:the heat of a6tion wilthout recoliedb- 
ing' myfelf, and without r^e6ting 
^SoaS. war was foreign to . my avoca- 


tions^ 
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** As our troops were engaged in 
the purfuit of an enemy conftantly 
mounted, the movements of the di- 
viHon were invariably both tinfore- 
feen and multiplied. I was there- 
fore fometimes obliged to pafs ra- 
pidly over the moft interefting mo- 
numents ; and at other times to flop 
where there was nothing to obfenre, 
If, however, I have felt the fetigue 
of unprodu6live marches, I have alfo 
experienced that it is often advan- 
tageous to take a fummary view of 
important obje<9:s previoufly to an. 
entry into their details ; that, if at 
firft fight they dazzle by their num- 
ber, they afterwards become clafled 
in the mind by refle<Stion ; and that, if 
it be neceflary fhidioully to preferve 
the firft impreffions, it is only dur- 
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ing the abfence of the objeA which 
has given rife to them, that thefe 
impreffions can be carefully exR- 
mined and analyzed. It has alfo 
ftruck me, that an artift who under-: 
takes to travel, fhould, before he 
fets out, diveft himfelf of all profef- 
iional prejudices ; and that he ought 
not to confider what may, or what 
may not make a fine drawing; but 
the general intereft which the alpe^ 
of the fpot he purpofes to draw may 
infpire. . I have already, citizens, 
been recompenfed for having di- 
yefted my{e\i of thefe prejudices, by 
the flattering curiofity you have dif- 
played, and by the .avidity with 
which you have examined the im- 
menfe number of drawings I have 
brought with me j —drawings which 

I made 
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1 made mofl frequently on my knee, 
or ilanding, or even on horfeback. 
I have never been able to finiih any 
one of them as I could have wifhed, 

I 

for this reafon, that during the fpace 
of a whole year I could never find 
a table fufficiently flraight and even, 
to be able to lay a ruler on it. 
, " It has therefore been with a 
-view to reply to your queftions, 
that I have made this muljtitude of 
drawings, frequently too fmall, be- 
caufe our marches were too precipi- 
tate to enable me to feize th6 de- 
tails of the obje<Sb, the afpe^t and 
enf^nhU at leaft of which I was de^ 
termined to bring away with me. 
|t is in this way that 1 have taken 
|n the mafe the pyramids of Sfak- 
Itafah, the fite of which I crofled 
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on a gallop, in my way to fix my- 
felf for a month in the mud houfes 
of Bnifuef. This interval of time 
was- fpent in comparing the charac- 
ters, and in drawing the perfons and 
dreftes of the different nations which 
now inhabit Egypt, together with 
their buildings, and, the pofitions of 
their villages. 

" I faw at length the portico of 
Hermopolis, the huge mafles of the 
Tuin§ of which gave me the earlieft 
idea of the fplendour of the colofTal ■ 
architeAure of the Egyptians. On 
each of the blocks of which this 
edifice was compofed, I fancied I 
faw engraved the words pofierity^ 
eternity. 

** Shortly after, Denderah (Ten- 
tyris) taught ine that it was not in 

i:he 
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the doric, ionic, and corinthian or- 
ders alone, that the beauties bf archi- 
te<fture were to be fought : Mrhere- 
ever a harmony of parts exifts, there 
beauty is te be found. I had ap- 
proached thefe edifices in the morn- 
ing: in the evening I was fnatch- 
ed away from tljem, more agitated 
than fatisfied. I had feen a hun- 
dred things, while a thoufand others 
had efcaped me ; and had, for the 
fiirft time,, found accefs to the arch- 
ives bf the arts and fciences. I had 
the prefentiment that I ihbuld meet 
with nothing finer in Egypt; and» 
after having made twenty joumies 
to Denderah, I am confirmed in this 
opinion. The fciences of arts, united 
by good tafl:e, have decorated the 
temple of Ifis: there aftrbnomy, 

' ' morals. 
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morals, and metaph3riics, aflume 
fhape and figure, and thefe figures 
and ihapes decorate the ceilings, 
^izes, and bafes, with at leaft as 
much tafle and grace as our flight 
and infignificapt paintings in frefco 
ornament the modern cabinets. 

** We contipuecl to advance, I 
mufl confeis that I trembled a 
thoufand tinies, lefl: Mourad-bey, 
wearied with fhunning us, fhould 
either fiirrender, or try the chance 
pf a battle. I was of opinion, that 
the one which was fought near Sa- 
manhut would wind up this great 
drama : in the midft, however, of 
the ^pmbat, it flruck Mourad-bey 
that the defert would be more fatal 
to us than his arms. Defaix was 
thus again deprived qf an oppoy-r 

tunity 
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timity of deftroying hita ; while, for 
my part, I cheriflied the hope of 
purfuing him beyond the tropic. 

f* We marched towards Thebes, 
the name alone of which fills the 
imagination with vaft recolle6tions. 
As if this city could efcape me, I 
made a drawmg of it the moment 
it came in view. We pailed through, 
it fo rapidly, that fcarcely was a 
monument difcovered, when it was 
neceflary to abandon it. 

" There a coloilal ftatue prefent- 
ed itfelf which could be meafured 
by the eye alone, governed by the 
fenfation of furprife which the view 
of it occaiioned. To the right were 
* feen mountains excavated and fculp- 
tured; to the left, temples which, 
viewed at a diftance, appeared like 

fo 
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fo many rocks. Next came palaces^ 
and other temples, which I was 
obliged to quit precipitately. I re- 
turned, to feek mechanically the 
hundred gates of which Homer poeti- 
cally fpeaks, to exprefs by a fingle 
word this fplendid city, the weight 
of the.porticoes of 'which opprefled 
the earth, while the breadth of 
Egypt fcarcely fufficed for its com- 
pafs and extent. Seven fubfequent 
journies thither have not fatisfied 
the curiofity with which this firft 
vifit infpired me. It was not until 
the fourth that I was enabled to 
crofs to the oppofite Ude of the 
river. 

" Farther on, I fhould have re-r 
garded Hermontis as fuperb, if that 
city had not been placed fo near to 

the 
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the gates of Thebes. The temple, 
of Eihehf the ancient Latopolis, ap- 
peared to me to be the perfe^oa 
of art among the Egyptians, and 
one of.the.fineft produ<SUon$ of an- 
tiquity. That of Edfu, or ApoUi- 
nopolis Magna, is one. of the largeft, 
beft prcferved, and mofl advantage- 
oufly iituated of the monuments of 
Egypt.. In its prefent ilate it iUU 
appears like a fortrefs which coin- 
imands the furrcHinding country. 

" It was there that the deftinaitipa 
of my , travdis was decided on : we 
Xet out on our march for Syene (Af- 
fuan) uiider the mOft. pofitive in- 
-ftruiftionS. li) this paffage through 
the defert, , I felt for . the firft tim^e 
in my life the weight, of years, on 
which I had not reckoned when I 

4 
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eng^td in the expeditioiL On thii* 
occafion I derived greater fupport 
from my fpirit than, from my 
flrength. At Syerie I quitted the 
army, to remain with the half-bri* 
gade which was to keep Mouradrbey 
in check in the defert. Proud at 
finding my* country in pofleflion of 
the very boundaries which had once 
belonged to the Roman empire^ I 
inhabited with ekultation the quar- 
ters which three Roman cohorts had 
anciently occupied for the defence 
of thefe limits. Dunng the twenty- 
two days which I fpent on this cele- 
brated fptit,-' I took pofleflion of 
whatever was to be found in its vi- 
cinity. I extended my conquefls as 
fer as Nubia, on the other flde of 
Hiiloe, .that delightful ifland, whefe 

it 
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it was neceflaiy to ihatch by ibrce 
&om the inhabitants th^ curiofities 
with which it abounded; and the 
temples of which .were not opened 
to me until afber five dnys of iiege 
and fix joumies I had made thither. 
Feeling all ihe importance of mak- 
hig jou acquainted with the ipot I 
inhabited, and with all the interefi- 
ing obje6te it contained, I have made 
drawings even of the rocks, of the 
quarries of granite from whence 
have been drawn thofe coloflal fia- 
tiies, thoie obelifks flill more than 
<ooloflal, and thofe blocks covered 
with hierc^iyphics fo celebrated in 
liiftary. With the form of theanl 
could have wifhed to bring back 
with me the fpecimehs ^hich would 
hare interefted you. the moft power- 

fiiUy, 
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foUy. Not being able to make a map 
of. the couirtiy, I.have drawn a bird's- 
eye view of the.eiitrariceofthe'Nilc 
into pgjrpt, togetH«:;wit1i,vie^s of 
that ^ river rtinnihg oi^«r btds of gia«- 
nite/which ieem id Isie markfid the 
boundaries bet^en Eliiiijpia. and a 
.country more fertile and temperate. 
Quitting for ever the. foyiner rude 
territory, I apprbslched ithe vdrdant 
iElej^ntis, the garden ; of ihe tiropic 
I fou^t and m^kfured all the mo- 
snihients it contains, and quitted 
with r^et ^ that tranquil abode, 
■where' the pleaiibg occupations m 
which I had bieen engaged had re- 
fftabfifhed my heakh^ and ^iMin me 
iiiK^w vigour.? . :i 

•^»t)h the right bank' of :theNiIe 
i'm^ttd Ombds, .the dtyr-of the cro- 
codile. 


I 


PREFACE. xvii 

todile, and ,that of Juno Lucina, 
' Coptos, where I was obliged to pro* 
teft, from the fanaticifm of the 
Mekkyns, the riches I brought away 
with me. 

** After making fome ftay at K^- 
neh, I accompanied the party which 
had to crofs the defert, and to pro- 
ceed to Kofseir, to check the new 
emigrations from Arabia. I faw 
whkt may be denominated the cu* 
pola of the chain of mountains, of 
Mokatham, and the fieril banks of 
the Red Sea. I tliere learned to re- 
vere that patient animal, which na- 
ture feems to have placed in thofe 
r^ions to atone for the error fhe 
had committed in creating a defert. 
I now returned to Keneh, from 
whence I fct out at different inter- 
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yuk to viBt £dfi(ir Efneh, Hjennon- 
tia, Thebes^ and Dendendiy ni^e6t- ' 
mg na oprportunity to repair to Edfiut 
and to Thebes, whenever a detach- 
ment was orderied to either of fhe£e 
places ; and» indeed, accompanying 
the detachments wherever they ware 
ient; If a fon&efs for antiquities 
has frequently made me a foldter, 
on th^ other hand, the kindiie&< of 
the foldiers, in aiding me in my rie- 
fearehes, has often made antiquaries 
of them. In thefe ktter joumies I 
vifited the tombs of the kings, to 
the end that in thefe fecret depofi- 
tories I might form an idea of the 
art of {mnting among the Egyptians^ 
of their uteniils, arms, furniture, 
muftcal inilruments,.ceremonies, and 
triumphs. It was alfo on thefe oc^ 

cailotts 
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oa£ons thaJt I affisred . mjrfelf, that 
the hiefc^lyphics fculptured on the 
\^s "Were not the only bcxJcs of 
that learned nation. Afiter having 
difcovered on the bass-ieliefs the re-* 
piefentations of perfbns in the ai^ 
of writing, I made the additions! 
difcoveiy of that roU of papyrus, d 
that unique manufcript which,- haiSi 
already engaged your attention;. 
Thisi fragile rival of the pyramids, 
this invaluable pledge oi a preferva* 
tcny climate, this monument which 
time has fpared, is the mo^ ancient 
of all hoc^s, and boafts the duration 
of forty centuries. 
. *♦ I fought, in the courfe of thefe 
latter excurfions, to complete by ap» 
proximations the voluminous collec- 
tion of hieroglyphical paintings I 

B a have 
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have fonned* In thinking of }roa« 
citizens, and of all the literati of 
Europe, I feh the refolution to copy, 
with a fcrupulous nicety, the minute 
details of thefe dry and unmeaning 
paintings, which could not other- 
wife intereil me than by the aid of 
your intelligence. 

" Now that I am returned, laden 
with my produ^ons, thfe weight of 
which has been daily aujgmented, I 
have forgotten the labour which they 
coil me, from the perfuafion that, 
being completed under your infpec- 
tion, and with the help of your coun> 
fel, they may hereafter become pfe- 
fill to my country, and be worthy 
to be prefented to you." 
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UPPER AND LOWER E 


CHAPTER I. 

VPhe Authot embarks at Toulon on hoard La 

m 

Junoru-^Order &f falling of the French Fleet 

% * 

and Convoy n^Pafs Corf ca^ and Elba—^ 

* • 

Amufetnefits of the Crew at Sea — View of 
Sicily from Sea — Join G(^eral l)e/aix*^ Con- 
voj at Go!:^p — Malta. 


I HAD from my infancy wifhcd to make 
a voyage to Egypt; but time, which 

(bftens every imprcffion, had weakened this 

dcfire. When the expedition, which was 

to render ns mafters of that territorj^ was 

B 4 on 


24 TRAVELS IK B6TPT. 

on foot, the poflibility of executing my old 
projed awakened the wifh to undertake it* 
In a word, the hero who commanded the 
expedition decided on my departure: he 
promifed to take me with him; and I had 
no anxiety about my return. As foon as I 
bad made the neceiTary proviiion for thoie 
whofc exiftence depended on my own, I - 
became tranquil as to what was pafled, and 
devoted myfelf wholly to the future. Being' 
fully perfuaded that he who is in the con* 
ftant purfuit of any object acquires from 
thence the ability to attain his aim, I no 
longer refleded on the obilacles which were 
in my way, or at leaft I felt within myfelf 
all that was neceiTary tp furmount them. 
.My heart palpitated, without my being^ablc 
to explain whether this emotion arofe frond 
joy or from forrow. Shunning all fbcial ii> 
tercourie, I wuhdercd about^ and became 

, agitated. 
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8igttated> without having any objcft in view, 

and without forefeeing or providing any part 

■» - ' • 

of what would become lb ufeful to me in - 
a co|intry where few refources were to be 
found. The brave and unfortunate Du 
Falga permitted my nephew to accom- 
pany me, an indulgence for which I felt 
every gratitude. In quitting all that was 
dear to me, to have the Society of an amiable 
relative was the means of preventing . the 
chain of my affedions from being brciken.: ' 
it kept my minid in the exercife of its ien- 
iibility ; and marked the delicacy of that 
good and enlightened man. 

I Ihall fay but little of my journey from 
Paris to the port where we were to qmbark. 
We arrived at Lyons without having quitted 
our carriage ; and we there embarked on the 
Jlhone to proceed to Avignon. ^Ott; view? 
ing the fine banks of the Saotie> a^: t{ic 

1 piftureique 
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ps^urcique *foenes of the Rhone, it ftmok 
m^, that, without enjoying what be pofit^Rss 
at homc> man fe<^s in di^ant climes focf4 
&r his infatiable curioiity, I had fc^ the 

Neva, I had viewed the Tiber, and I was 

• > 

now ia fefirch of tbp Nile : I had> h&weverji 
v/hen in Italy, feen no antiquities f^ipenor 
to thofe of Nifmes, Orange^ Beauvaifej St. 
JRj^my, and Ai::^. I mention the jjatter place ^^ 
beca^ft i^e Said an hour there, which gave 
tm #n opportunity to bathe in the 'apart* 
nieftt> and in the very bath in which, imcc 
^e time of the ProconjEul Seztus, nothing 
fexcept the cock had been changed. 

We ipcht a day at Marfeillcs, from whence 
we let out on the 13th of May, 1798, for 
Toulon. On the following day I etnbaHced 
*i< board the frigate La Junon, which, in 

coflipany^with two other frigates^ was to re* 

» 

<)onHoitre ^^head of the fleet 

The 


The wisid ^as foul, and wc ffliitted the 
jX^ with fwae dHfiadly. . We fdll aboard 
twoothiar vdSd%, an unlucky omet>, wludi 
wbuid hare itiduced -a Boman to return 
into poFt« Ht 'would, howcrer, have been 
to bkme^ £;etng that cfaanoe^ wlaich in al« 
maSk all cales hcl[>s tis mor^' cfiednally tliaa 
vrc -can help ourfclrcs, Tjy not allowing me 
toxlo whit I wiflaed, afid by coisidiiding mc 
sitifiVieiltl^ to wlmt I was to do, pla^eed me 
from thatmometttat theadvance-poft^whidk 
I was not fi> qmt dtrring the expedition* 

On the iSth, our linanosuvtcs were coih 
£ned to "(bfiding off and on the port. ' 

Towards the evening of the lOth, wc 
difcovferbd fodr fail^ v^hidh mftne^uViTed in 
Qiflfcr of battle to ieeWsird of us. The baA- 
modbs wete ordered on deck ; a terrible com'- 

\ 

piand^ of ^)ch no idea can' be formed by 

thoic who have iiot been at&a. fiilartc^ 

* ... 
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\sxtGti the preparatives for ilaughtefj and 
thofe ftill more' drcadfiil to meet, its confe- 
quences, all diiplay themfelves ici the fame 
point . of - vie w. The manoeuvres and the 
guns are the. only objects of iblicitude : the 
crew form hut a fecomdary coniideration. 

Night came, but did not reftoreour tran* 
quillity : we pafled it at our poib. At day* 
break we fi;>und that we had taken every 
adyantage of the vsdnd. . The veiTels in fight 
of lis were fo diilant, that we could not 
judge whether they were Ihips of the line or 
frigates.^ They were four to our three ; and 
otir lower rigging w^ embarrafled by trains 
of artillery. In the afternoon the common 
dore ordered us to form a line of battle, 
hoifting his colours, and firing a gun. The 
fhips in view of us now hoifted Spanifh co- 
lours. At night we were allowed to flcep ; 
J>ut. at three in the morning were awakened 
hy the order to prepare for action. 
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I was not fdrry that the dtpedition IhouM 
begin by Something ^brilliant : I was riot, 
however, without my appreheniions of ex- 
changing the Nile for the Thames. We 
were within gun-lhot of the ftrange Ihips, 
Vhen our commodore lent his boat on 
.board them. After an hour's abfence, the 
boat returned with the intelligence that wc 
had caufed an uneafinefs equal to our own 
to four Spaniih frigates, which certainly did 
not come to ieek a quarrel with us. 

On the igth, at day* break, the wind 

» 

ihifted to the north- weft. The Ihips of th* 
line and the convoy quitted the port, and 
by noon the lea was covered with veflelrf. 
How grand a fpeAacle ! Never can any na- 
tional difplay give a more fublime idea of 
the iplendour of France, of her ftreiigtb,- 
and of her means. Is it poffiblc to refle^^ 
without admiration on the facility^ ifeA 

promptitude 
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jpsomptitode with ^\nch tW* "pedk %M iSat^ 
appral49 e^p^^itipn vhm got reaidy I Thpu^ 
j|§MI<lp o^ p^ri^ns b(s}cm^ng toj^ll the elates 
cf ibcicty tep^ired to l^e ports> ,altiioiJ: tht. 
whole of them ignorant of what was to be 
their deftinatioo. They defertcd wives, chil* 
4rcn> friends apd fortune^to follow Bonaparte^ 
aj»d for this reaion only, t;hat Bonaparte waj 
to be theijr guide* 

On the 20th> %kc Orient at fengtib quit* 
^ed'the port, and we put to ^ wkh a fair 
wind, e«ich vefiel taking her Ration in or^ 
der of failing. Our fquadron of frigates was 
ahead. Ne:Kt ciame the commander in chief, 
with hill- advice-boats, 4ltd the line of battle 
Aips. The convoy kept within ihore, be- 
tween the ifland^ of Hieres and the main 
land. Jn the evening the breeze freftiened : 
*he Fr«ytiklitt carried away her miien-top- 

r 

laili Two frigates belonging to our divi- 

fion 


&on YitK diipatdied to give, notice to the 
Genoa , ammy ibo joist us^; and on the 22A 
in the morning, we were off SU FiorenzOf 
m the Hhmd o£ CQsii:ca. 

We dire^ftcd cur cour& towards Cape 
Corfoy ileering to the ea£t^ and leaving to 
the kft Genoa^ and iho fhore of Liguria* 
Our line of battle ihips extended for a league; 
and the half circle formed by the coayoy 
was at leaft fix leagues in extent, I counted 
an hundred and fixfy veflels, without being 
able to reckon the whole. 

On the 23d in the noorn^ng/ the frigates 
had weatheredi Cape Corib. The line of 
battle fliips were off the Cape, and the iiland 
of Capraya. The convoy followed in good 
order ; but being to leeward of the Cape^ 
and not being able to double it in the courfe 

of the day, we were obliged to lie^o at the 

ft * . • ' ""♦ 

diftance of a league from the land. ^ .^ 

• On 
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On the morning' of the 24th» the frigates 
were off the eaftern coaft of Coriica, oppo- 
iite Bailia^ the road and port of which I 
could diftinguifh very clearly. The city ap- 



peared to me to be well built, and the coun- 
try about it lefs rude in its aipedl than the 
reil of the iiland. I made a drawing of this 
ipot (Fig, 1 • Plate I.) The ifland of Elba is 
a rock * of ferruginous earth, the cryilallized 
portions of which prefent all the colours of 
the prifm. This rock Js divided into three 
ibverelgnties. The feignory and mines be- 
long to the prince of Piombino ; Porto Fer- 
raio, to the left, belongs to the grand duke 
of Tufcany ; and, to the right, Porto Lon* 
gone is the property pf the king of Naples.* 
• The fouth-wcft part of the ifland of Ca- 
praya, which was within our view, is no 

*. By the laft treaty of peace with Naples, the poC» 
ieffion of the ifland is fecured to France. 

t Other 
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other than a (tctp and inacceifible tock. 
This ifland belongs to the Gehoefe, whd 
have> At the eaftem part, a fortreis and an 
ancbbrage ground. 

At five in the afiemoon die iOand of Pia* 
nofe was to the eaft of us. - Its flat furface is 
a league ih ^octent ; and as it 'i elevated a 
few feet only abovq the liirface of the feay , 
k k extf emely dangerotts in the hight to pi« 
lots who ate unaci^sMhted with the coaft. 
It 18 iittiated between the illand of Elba and 
Monte Chtiiftoy m uncultitated rocii, aban*^ 
doned to Wild goats. To the Weft of the 
kttef i^tfd th6 wind died aWay^ ahd out 
ilttg^fii convoy ceaf^ to make any progtefi. 

When n dslm ettfuek, ^th develops at! 
the paiSons of the ctew of a teflely giving' 
birtii: to eacli^ %yidrfluous waA^t, and to the 
difputes wMclk atife to pttocm« it The fca- 
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their complaints. Tbp moft greedy among 
them,iold their effedft or difpoied of them 
by way of lottery ;whilejQther8> with a{fax)Og 
propenfity to gamble» play$d» and loA more 
in a quarter V of an hour than, they could pay^ 
iti tbVir life^time. Thofe who had loft theU 
mpQey ftak^d their watches^ ixt\or tight rof 
which I have fcen dependwg on the chaoce 
of a die. When night put.a ftop to thife 
turbulent enjoyments^ a bad £ddle; or a 
worie fiager^ charmed a oumc^rmis auditory 
on the. deck; while^ at a little difbtnce from; 
theie, an energetic itery-tellcr drew the at- 
^eution of a jgroup of a ft^meny who ncirer 
. failed to manifeft their re&ntment againft 
any one who ihould attempt to internipt 
the recital of the prodigies of valour - 9nd 
marvellous adventures of Tranche^ MmtagneH^ 
The hero of theic tales being invariably a 

* A ftoiy fimilar to that of oipr Ja^ktbe giaiiNMttar* . 

^Ernar« 


wanior; cajch of the adyentttres was a& pfo- 
bable as it was itlterefting to the Auditors. 
In the meto lime our proviiiotls diminifhed 
dealf, while ytc remained in a mamier fta- 
tionary* . - 

On the: 25th, wc were ftill off Mbntc 
Ghrtfto, and the eaftem coaft of Corfica, 
This pairt of the ifland appeared to me to he 
more slgreeable^ aqd better cultivated than- 
t^cbthers, , ' . ^ 

; Oft the 3(kh, 'at day-breek> wc were off; 
the ibrait of Boni&cio ; andj^ our coniroy 
being ColleAed^ fliould have madeaconfi- 
derable pregreis, h^d we not been obliged 
to lie to, and to wait for the divifion^ of 
Ajaceio and Civita Vecdhja. The Diane 
and an advice-boat had been difpatched to 
them ; whik the frigates had received orders 
to chii& ahe^9 and to hail and reconnoitre 

C 2 On 
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0|i the moming of thd 27tb| ^e had en^ 
t4rely Ic^ fight o£ Ian4 The fotlowmg daj^ 
wwi^nt in a ftatc of {)erfed flagnatioft. 
In a i^ cruife a ealm^ m&mbles th^ ft0e^ 
which opium procures in a raging fevet.t the 
6^ is j^fpended, fciit the tnakdy id not iub*" 
dtted. 

On the 29ih^ we ilood on^ ha^^ag bee» 
jokied by- the Ajaccio convoy : thatc^Otita^ 
Vecchia had not made fo much ipeed. The- 
iiknd of Cbrfica wa$ no longed in view ^ 
ao^ wew^« aWeaft of the ifland of Talam. 

The iiknd of SarcKni^ i^ not ^. etevatedt 
as Cbi^ica* Thefe two ]S^nds, one ^«ia«b<]^ 
at tihie Gxtvemky of the otlier>. appear^ like 
a prolongation of the ehain (^ die Js^Sy 
which terminates at t?he gulf of Oenoft, ai^ 
do allfo the chains of the Apemiineg and^ 
Voiges mountains, together with- all thbfil 
Secondary chains^ which are no other^ Chan 

2 fo 
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fo many brsmthes .diverging frdm the ^aipM 
|H>int. At noon thc.fignal was madi fof a , 
written ordqr. /We wcjrc ifo much in need 
o£ events, that this circumiliance difRiTed 
gladnefs in every breaft. The purport <rf 
the order was^ that we wete td ptDceed t6 
. Cagliari^ andj^ on our arrival off that p^/ftp 
were to retiim to Porto Vecchid, if 'trt bad 
beet! anticipated by an enemy of fup€ridr 
^Osce* 

On the 30th and 3lii:, wc were prevent-* 
cd frcmi talting advantage of the wind, the 
ibips of the Hne atnd convoy doing n^hirtg 
but Handing off and on. In the eveiiiitg Wt 
'Mvre joined by the Sadine, whieh broti^t 
the intelligence that we might be al^noft cer- 
tain of reaching Cagliari point without md- 
leilation. Nothing new. occimed until the 
4th of June. Oiup provifioiis were nearly 
expended^ and our water become lb fetid » 

C 3 tQ 
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to be icarcelj drinkable. The useful ani-' 
ixials had diiappearcd, while thofe that fe4 
oa us were multiplied an hundred fold. 
; Oh the following day, the 5th, we re- 
ceivcd orders to form the line afrefh, which 
led us to think that we were to profeaitc 
Qur: expedition without delay » and for that 
pUQ>p{f to crois over to the opppfite fhore^ 
The 'Diane ltd. We repeated her fignals to 
the Alccfte, which tranfmittc.d them to the 
Spartiate^ from whence/ by the medium of 
the Aquilon, they were conveyed to the fliip 
of the commander in chief By eight o'dpdk 
we were in tbe order I have juft defcribcd* 
In cafqi th^ Plane ftiould chace an eh(^ny a 
ve-iTel, the other ihips.compoiing the flying 
fqisadron were to crowd fail to come up witii 
her ahd her chace, W^is^aw fcveralfmali 
d<dphins play before ! the head of tKe fhip:; 
butt tQ o\ir great mortification^ t^ey difap^ 
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peared while we were pt^paring-to Harpoon 
l:faem« ' I-had a clofc view of them. - Their 
prdgrels refembles the pitching. of a veiTel; 
They leap out of the water, and dart for- 
ward twenty feet. They are elegantly fhs^ped^ 
and their rapid movements rather refemble a 
Sportive gaiety, than announce the yoracity of 
an animal in qceft of its pfey. In the even* 
ing the wind frefliened, and, fkifting round 
from the eaft to^the weft, coUeAed the con- 
voy in fuch a way, that I fancied I law Ve- 
nice floating on the v^avcs. At fuh-fct we 
de&ried Martimo; and received orders to 
yally the convoy, in the midft of which we 
were tp pafs the night, as in a floating city^ 
Oft the 0th, we kept in the fame order of 
iailiqg. We were^ftili in fight df Martimo, 
a rock which refembles a mole, at the wfefl:- 
wn point of Sicily. It is one cif the rally- 
ing ^QH^ of the Mediterranean, where we 

C4 Wghb 
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p;iight have fallen in with the £ngli0i. The 
i99\nd freihened, and we went at the ratf 
of two leagues an hour. Under fuch cir» 
cumftanpes as tbefe^ the inconveniences of 
a fea-Hfe are forgotten^ and nothing felt bitf 
the advantage of having fuch an agent se 
the iea for the tranfport and conveyance of 
forty tbouiand (hen, as in our caie^ without 
halt or relay. At one p*clock> being ojSfMar* 
timo, and at one leaguers difhmce from 
thence^ we defcried Favagnana^ another rotk> 
fituated in front of Trapano^ and mount Erix, 
which overlooks that qity^ celebrated for a 
temple of Venus, and for the way in whic^ 
facrifices were thei^e made to that g9dde6* 
1 had foriserly viiited mount Erix, where I 
,bwi fought the temple^ and the city rp- 
novm^d for the beauty of its female inb^^i- 
tftut? : 19 fpite, however,, of my. youth>, and 
if£ a feJTvid imajglQ^tioOi I cqi^M di£;over n<>- 
- _' thing 
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thiHg but a paltry village^ ^nd ibme founda-^ 
tiotts of a temple. 

The coaft of Sicily, a country agreeable, 
pioduSive, and well cultivated, made us 
amends for the rude afpeft of the coaib of 
Corfica, and the adjacent rocks. To me it 
had another charm, that of remembrance* 
I bad figured to myfelf Sicily as an anciept 
property. I could perceive, through the 
vapiours of the atmofphere, Marfala, former- ^ 
ly Lilib^um, from whence the Greeks and 
Bomans defcried the V fleets which came out 
from Carthage to attack them. At a more 
remote diftance, I bad a glimpfe of the ver- 
dant and flouriihing plains of Mazzarra, and 
of the city of Motala, celebrated for the 
combat between the Carthaginkns and Sy- 
racu^^* My imagination, following the 
coaA, figured to itfelf the afpe<3: of Sclihuns, 
its temples and its upright columns iliil re^- 

fembling 
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fembling towers. At a ftill greater diftaincc^ 
I fancied I could perceive the hofpitable 
Agrigentum. We made a progrefs of three 
leagues an hour ; and the pi<Jlurc which my 
imagination had drawn was about to be re- 
alized^ when a fign^al was made to call in the 
frigates. 

The night was fine ; we Ipent it in the 
midft of the fleet. J had requefted to b^ 
waked if the landfiioi^ld be in (rght at day* 
break. At half after three I was on deck ; 
and as foon as the day dawned, I perceived- 
that the fleet and convoy had put. out to fea, 
and were ftecring towards , Malta. Sicily 
fixJn difappeared. To the fouth weft 1 per- 
Gtived, or rather I fancied I could diftin* 
gaifl),:the ifland of Pantaleria, in the midf]: 
-of the thick clouds in which it is conftantly 

« 

enveloped. Thither it wasthat the Roi'nans 
exiled the illuftrious charafters they pro- 

fcribed : 
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icrtbed ; and there the Neapolitan ftate^pri^ 
ibner9 afe^ at this time confkied. 

On the 7 th we had a clear (ky ; but, the 
wind having died away, we made but little 
progrcfe. Having been obliged to give chaqe 
to a ftratige feil, we were Separated from the 
fleet, which we could not join afterwards, 
Wc few a fifh about eighty ^ feet in length. 

The night was calm ; and on. the ^tb, at 
day-break, wc were prcdfely in the fituation 
in wbjch we bad been on the precfeding 
evening at iun'^fct. To the north eaft wc 
deicried.£tna towering above the horizon. 
I could fee its figure very diftindly. The 
fmokc IflUed fioux the eaftern £de,. and de** 
noted^ an eruption from an accidental aper- 
ture. Notwithftanding it. was fifty leagues 

ft 

dtftant from us, it appeared larger than the 
inpuutains tq the fputh, which were diftaut 
only twelve leagues. When the fuji had at* 

tained 
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tamed a certain degree of elevktijM^ it c^p* 
peared^ together wtth t^eihadow by whidb 
its circumfcrenee was marked. 

At fix in the evening we defcried Goto, 
which^ at the diflahce of feven leagues^ I . 
very clearly diftinguiihed, reddening at the 
horizon. We lay to all night to wait for 
the convoy. On the, following mornings at 
day^breaky I had another view of Etna, the 
fmoke of which fpread itfelf in the air to a 
diilance of more than twenty leagues^ like a 
long fheet of vapours. We were then fifty- 
three leagues diHant from the iHand. ' 

The men of war all paflfed under the &Gm 
of the commander in chief. We hadmt 
as yet approached the Orient iince our dc* 
parture ; and this evolution was fb awful and 
Inajeftic, that^ notwithflanding the plea&ure 
we had at feeing each other again, we did 
not add a fingle phrafe to fhe good day wl^ch 
we pronounced with a low voice in paffing. 


We fleered to^n^ards^ the oorth (ide of 
Go3E^. It is an elevated rock in form of )i 
peak, and without anchorage. We after^ 
wards coafked along the weftem part, within 
. fadf gun-fhot. On that fide, which at firft 
fight appears as barren as the oth^r, cotton is 
however cultivated. All the little vdiitt 
refemble fb many gardens*. In the mid^e 
* of the ifland there is a large village, and oa 
&itt mpft elevated part a fortreis with cafe- 
mates, veiy well built. 

At eight in the morning a fignal was 
made for fcveral fbange fails, thirty of which 
could be diftinguifhed. Was this the ene- 
my's fleet ? On reconnoitering, it was found 
to be the Civita Vecchia convoy, having 
on board General Defaix^s divifion. This 
convoy had kept within fhore along th,e Ita- 
lian coaft, had pa£ed through the flrait of 
MoBina, and "waif off Malta ibme days before 
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M an impetuous torrent, which hai in* 
creafed its bulk in paffitig over mountains 
covered with lhow> threatens in its courfc> 
Accelerated by itd mafs^ to fwbep away foreCb 
and cities; ib our fleet, now become im^ 
m^nfe, unqueflionably fpread terror and dif*>* 
may wherever it was defericd* G>rfica^ 
wiat^ned of our approach, felt no other emo* 
tion than that which is inipired by fo gfand 
a fpe6laclc : Sicily was appalled ; and Malta 
in a flate of ftupid conflernation. We will 
not, however, anticipate events. 
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CHAPTER IL 


jirrival qf the Fleet at Maltor^ Attack on the 
Town and Capitulation — The Fleet pur/ue 
their Voyage— -Accident at Sea — Difcover 
the Britijh Fleet near Candia — Male the 
'Coa/i of Egypt^— Barren Appearance of the 
£/and-^Tower of the Arabs -^ Flew of 
Alexandria from Sea — The Army difem* 
bark and carry Fort Marabou. 

A T five in the afternoon we were off 
Cumino and Cuminotto/ two iflots 
which lie between GozcT and Malta, and 
which, together with thefe iflands, conftif^ 
tutc the whole of the ibvereignty of the 
Grand Ms&Gt^ There arc Several fmall for^ 

treflcs 


48 TBAVia^W in BO'Tl^lT. 

trcfles to proted thcfc iflots from the Bar- 

bary pirates, and to prevent them from eftab- 

lifliing themfelves there when the Maltefc 

gallies arc no longer at fca» One of our 

barks approached, but a landing was refufed: 

ibe fettt htf fmall boat to ibund the anchor- 

itfg gfouncb. At £x o*clock we de&ried 

Klatta> the aipedt of which delighted me as 

rtaich aes when I firft law it. Two paltry. 

harks came oiHt to c^er m tobstcco. The 

evening elofed, and not a light was to be 

difeovered in the eity. Oiir frigate was ofF 

the eiiitrancc of the' port^ within kfi than a 

gun fliot of fort St. EUmo. Orders were 

given torprepaie for knding the troops. At 

tiitie o'cibck a figMil was made for the Ihips 

e^^tak^ tWrftstbns: there W]ss little or no 

i<r&id: the fl^ips of £^ line made night fig* 

< 

nals relative to tticGt movemefrts. and tax 
tiboie of the qoiiTO^. Rockets were let of$ 

and 
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and guns fired, in confequetice of which all 
the lights were ektinguiihed in the port. 
•Our captain went on board the flag-fhip^ 
but on his return concealed from us the orn 
^rs he had received. 

On the loth, at four in the morning,, 
having been carried -away by ,thc ftrength of 
the currents, we "wacc to leeward of the 
iflandt the .eaftem part of which was in 
fight: it wa» fi:ill calm., I made (No. l. * 
Plate IIL) a drawing of the whole of the 
iiland of Gozo, and of the two iflots; to 
give an idea of the general form of this '* 
groups and of its furface on the horizontal . 
line of the&a. 

A gentle breeze fprung up, and advantag^r 
was taken of it to form a femi-circular line^ 
one of the extremities of which terminated 
at St. Catharine's point, and the other a 
leagne to the left of the city, blocking the 
.1. D port. 
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port. The centre was ftationcd off forts Sk. 
Elmo and Sfc« Angelo ; and the convoy at 
anchor between Cumino and Gozo. Im^ 
mediately after^ a ihot was fired from fort 
St. Catharine, levelled . at the barks which 
approached the ihore/ and at the troops for 
.landii^ under the comniand of General Dc* 
rillix. Inftantly another (hot was fired frona 
:the fortreis which commands the city, and 
on this fortrefs the standard of th^ Religion 
was diiplayed/ at the iame time that, at the 
otheir extremity of the line of our veffels, our 
boats were eniployed in landing troops and 
field-pieces. Scarcely were they formed on 
the beach, when they proceeded to the at^^ 
*tack of two pofts, the garriibns of which 
retieated after a momentary refinance. The 
batteries of all the forts now commenced a 
.fire on the ihips and debarkations. Tbisi fire 
they kept up till the eveningt with an i^pru^ 

dent 


^tnt plrecipitation, which betrayed tHeir feajfs 

and confbilon. At ten o'clock, we., iaw oUr 

■ ■ • ■ - i^ ■ . 

troops afcend the neareil: height, and xnardi 
to/the.rcar of Vaktta, to oppofe a^r//V mad<: 
. by the befiqged> who were driven within the 
walls, and under t^e batteries. The firing 
Was kept up until night. This attempt ^ 
. the part of the knights^ aided by the p^^* 
iants, was fatal to them. .Dining< their ab«; 
fence there had been .tumults in the city, 
where the populace maHecred federal of theni 

on.th^-retum. ' . ... 

•• » , * 

« 

The wind dying away, we took advantage 
of the little that remained to join the fhips 
of the line, fjrom an apprehenfion of being • 
becdmed, and irf beiag thus expofed to the 
fire of two Malteie gallics which had anr 
chored off fche ^fttrance of the port. (Sec 
No. 2. Plate I.) IWs conftantly eta deck, 
and, with a -Spying -gki^ in hax>d, coiild have 

« 
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kept a jottrtial of all tbit {>aflcd in the citjy 
«nd have laoted in a aiaimef the degree of 
w6&vitj of the paii^aa by which the xnove- 
a&enta were g«iided,r The fifft dtiy ail was- 
ite. martial array, the kn^hta m full uaiform> 
•ad a conftaflit coaummication kept up be* 
twten the city and the Ibit9> into inrhicb 
provifions aod ammumtionr of every kiiid 
mzxttktowtu Every thingr in fl»rt^ indl*- 
cated hoilility.. On the &a>nd day the 
aaemyements- vien confined to an a^t^ed 
ftate. A part only of the kni^ts were in» 
lAufocm ; they diluted wkh each other^ 
iofnt hi^ cea&d to a&. 

; On the 1 ith, at day-break» the fiate of 
things was pretty much the lame as^ oh the 
preceding cveningf A flow and mfigtu£- 
cant fire was kept up by the bl^^ed. Bo- 
naparte Jbad returned on board; and General 
fi^^er^ who had made hiiiarifelf mpfter o£ 

- Gozd^ 


Oq80» htA feat <xS ifeveral {mfcnefs^ Ff €iu:^« 
mezi. After hating qneftrdied tbcm^ Bo* 
Aaparte £ttd to tbem with a item voice : 
^^ Since you have taken up arms againft 
*' your country, you fhould have known Wow 
^^ to die. I VfUl not accept fui:h prisoners : 
<< you may therefcHe return to Malta, which 
^' is not yet in my poffcffion/* 

A back left the port: we &nt a fmall 
boat to hail her^ and to conduft her to the 
.commander in chief. -When f iaw this finall 
bark carry at her ftern the ftandard of the 
Heli^on^ failing humUy beneath the ram« 
part9^ which had for two years viiftorioufly 
reiifted all the forces of the eaft, command- 
oJ by the terribk Dragut ; when \ figured 
to mjrielf this accumulated glory, acquired 
jand preferVcd during fc vera! ages, melt away 
when oppofed to'the fortune of Bonaparte, 
I thought I heard the ghofts of Lille- Adam 


/ 
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and Lavalette vent their difmal iarmitktaldem^ 
and I f^ncipd I faw Time make' to Philoibphyi 
the illui^ious facfifice of the moft venerable 
of all illufions. ' 

At eleven o'clock another bark came off 
with a flag of truce. It. had on board feveral 
knights who had quitted ' Malta^ and who 
did not wiih to be comprehended atiiong 
^hpfe biy whom . reiiftance had beein made. 
It \vas caly to coUcift from their convenation 
(hat the Maltefe had but few reiburces left. 
At four in the afternoon the Junon was 
within half gun-fhot of the iiland: I liada 
4iftin6t view of the forta, in which I could 
perceive fewer men than guns. 

'Xh^c ga^es of the forts were ihut, and there 
was no- longer any commumcatibn between 
them and the city ; a circumftance which 
manifefted a diftruft and mifandcrftanding 
^tweea the inhabitants and. (he knights, 

.• . : Junot, 


3imot> an aid-^de-oan:ip^ jwias ^fent t;«4tli At 
generars uitiinatum. A few m^n^tes ^fteri 
a deputation of twelve Maltefe commiflaries 
went on board the Orient. We were fta* 
tioned exadly oppofite the city, which rans 
from nof<^ to fomthj and which w€ could 
iec - from one extr^ni-fy to the other, the 
ili^eets being in a fight line. They were as 
well lighted as they were obfcure on the 
iiigfat of our arrival. 

\ • ■ 

On the 1 2 th, in the morning, we were 
informed that the general's aid-de-camp had 
been very favourably received by the inha- 
bitants. i could diilinguifh, with the ^ help 
af my gla£, that the palifade by which fort 
St. Elmo is enclofed was alQkiled by a znui* 
titude of perfons. Thofe who were within- 
£de were ieated on the walls of the batteries, 
in an attitude which denoted anxious expec- 
tation. At Jialf after eleven, the bark which 

D4 ha4 


ba<} biougbt the flag of truce> aiid whicE 
had remained under her ftem during the 
night, left the Orient. We received at the 
Skmc time orders to hoift our colours^ and, 
a moment sUter, the fignal was made that 
Malta was in our poiTeifionw 
. This iiland became an intermediate fta-^ 
tioa between our country and the one we 
-wtxc ^bout to fubdue. It completed the 
conqueil of the Mediterranean; and neyev 
hs^d Fr^n^e attained fo great a degree of 
power. At five Q*clock ptjr troops entered 
and took pofleiiion of the forts : they were 
felutcd by the fleet with five hundred guns- 
We had been the firft in quitting TouJoOi/ 
and we were the laii; in entering the harbouc 
of Malt?. We di4. not land until the 13th. 
in the moaning, l.yrsa no ftranger to this 
furprifing city ; and was not leis ibruckf on 
tbis fecond occafiop^ than on my firft. vifit, 
.^ r . with 


yriik tiic formi^blc alped by wludi it it 
charadenzed. 

Geographers are not decided whedi^ 
Malta ihould be annexed to Europe or to 
Africa. The perfons of the Maltcfc, thm 
moral charadler^ complexion, and language; 
ought to determine the queftion in fayoux of 
Africa. 

Both the French and Maltefe were vciy 
much furprifed at finding thcmfelves on the 

_ » 

iame ground. On our fide it wasendiu^ 
fiafin ; on their's, ihipefadlon. 

All the Turkiih and Arabian ilaves were 
iet free; and never was there afixongci^ ex«* 

■s. 

preifion of joy than that which thej mani-» 
fefted.* When they taet the French, grati** 
tude was exprefied in their coiirntenances ia 

& af&dtng a way, that I repeatedly ihed 

* 

tearsi. It was to me a true feafi: of the fbuL 
To caprcy^ an idea of their extreme latislac- 

tioa 


sa 
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tioa ok tbis pccafion, it is neceifary to {ksLte^ 
that their governments never either bought 
or GKflianged them. Their flavery was not 
alleviated by any hope; and they could not 
even dream of the termination of their fuf- 

. I went out in quefl: of my old acquaint--- 
ancesj and viewed with a new delight tht 
fine paintings in frefco of Calabfcze, with 
which the roof of the church of St. John isr 
decbratedjr and the magnificent piifture of 
Michael Angelo de Caravagio, in the facrifty. 
of the fame church. I next viiifed the li- 
brar^> where I faw an etrufcan vaie £aund at 
G0205 x>f the greateft beauty^ both : with' re- 
1pe£t to the earth and the painting/ I like*, 
wife inipeffted a, very 'large; ^^fs vafe, a lamp 
alfoiojind at Goaoj^^arid g^ kind of votive difk 
ia ftobe^ with a bafe reHef, rcprefenting on 
i&ne rf the fides, a fpJiinx, with a paw placed 
^ on 
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0n.t!ie :hcad:of a ram . . The ikylc of this latk 
te£objeA :(bificiently denotfis its antiquitjv 
The ottec jciaViofitics in the. library are: to be 
ibundiifi thcdcfcription of the cabinet of 
Malt*', and in that which I have given in iny 
pidurefijuc travels in Italy. A few months 
before our arrival, a tomb had been found 
fiear Malts, ?it a place named £^rba9eQ; 

On the fourth, day aftisr our landing, the 
cpinmandjcr in chief gave a fupper, to which 
the member3 of the n?wly conftituted au-<. 
thcTdtties were: invited. They iaw with equal 
furprife ^n^. admiration the martial elegance 
of our generala and.the aflemblageof oifiters^ 
on whoie .cos:intenances baamed health and 

vigour, glory and hope. They were ftruck 
by.^e noblp phyfiognomy of the conaijaatidp^^ 
in <ghiefji the e:9:pr6iiipn of which fe^np^d.to 
^vigmefit hi§ ftature. . ' 

The pommotions which had taken place 

in 



4 
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ia die dty on our arrival, had occafioned th# 
{butting up of the cofiee*houfes» and other 
places of public amuiement. The more rc^ 
ifpedtable inhabitants, not yet recovered from 
tiieir aftoniihment at tbe events which had 
taken place, kept themielves veithin doors ; 
while our foldiers, heated by wine and by 
tbe climate, inipired fo much tenor among 
the trades-people and the lower clailes, that; 

V 

they fhut up their fhops, and hid their fe- 
males. . This fine city, where w^e faw no one 
Imt ourfelves, appeared dull to us. The forts, 
|>aftions, and ftrong fortifications, feemed to 
annoimce to the army that nothing could 
impede its progrefs, and that it had only to 
.march to vidory ; and the foldiers returned 
on board with pleafore. The wind, how- 
ever, prevented our getting out of harbour: 
of this delay I availed myfelf, and made a 
TTCW of the. interior of the port. (See Plate 
LFig.3.) 


During^ the whole of the IStb, we fyK>A 
c^and on bef\^e.thc port. 

On the morniog of the igth^ the Orient 
came out of harbour. Four thoufand men, 
xommiuided by Gexier^ Vaubois, woe left 
on the ifland^ together with two officers of 
engineers and artillery, a civil coznmiflkry, 
and^ in lkort> all thofe who, impelled by 
their curioiity> and a ramUing mclinatiofi, 
had embarked without iufficient re£k<%io!i> 
and who, through £cklene&» or a fal& mode 
of xea£)fung» were become difgufted on the 
way, reprdcnting at fo many injuries whtch^ 
according to tbem> they were made to fuffer, 
tihre iocoaveniences infeparabk from a ica 
voyage. There were among them thoie • 
who, perfedly in&niible to the beauties of 
Maltft^ the conveniences of its ports, and its 
advantageous poCitxon, wen furprifed that a 
sock beaeath the burmng dime of Africa 
2 Ihould 
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ihould not be a^vierdant: as the vale of Mdnt^ 

» 

morency ; as if each country had n6t rcf^ 
Tccived from nature her peculiar gifts I To 
traveli is to enjoy thcfe gifts, which arc de- 
coyed by an endeavour to draw a compa- 
rifbn between them. 

If the afpe^t of Malta is barren, one can^ 
not but admire that the fmalleft hill, which 
contains an incohilderable portion of earth, 
ihould be converted into a garden equally 
delightful and abundant, in which all the 
plants of Afia and of Africa might be inured 
to the cliimate, and made to Eourifh* This 
ipccics of primary hot-houie might ferve to 
fopply another at Toulon; and thefc pro- 
dudions might thus be brought by degree 
tp Paris, without . having been expofed to 
thofe rude checks which arc occafiooed by 
a fudflcn and extreme difference of climate. 
Jt is prpbajstle that a great part of tke cxop^ 

. plants 
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phitW which wc cultivate, snntiftHy at a great 
cxpcncc in our green-houfes, where they lan^ 
guiih the fccond year, and perifti the tiiirSp 
might be natufalized here. The experimentft 
made on animals foem to fupport this iyflem 
c^gradaticm. 

The whole of this day, the J Qth, w^s era* 

- . ' ■ .' • 

plojed in collc<5ling the fleet of line of battle 

ihips, the fquadron of frigates, and the ton- 

> 

voy. : At fix in the evening a ftgnai was 

* . . 

made to obferve the order of failing. The 

movement -Was' general in every direAion, 

» and was produidlive of fbme confufion.^ 

Beittg obliged to give way to the admiraKs 

ihip, we jJerceivcd a little too late that the 

ft 

Lebben was on the point of mtming foul 
of us. The officer of tl^e watch pretended 
that the' Leoben was in feult, and confined 
himfdf ftridly to his tadics- Our captain, 
Aorc intosit ta'favc tKe^ frigate againft the 

^ mles 
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rultt of ieamanihip than to injure the JLco* 
ben, ordered a manoeuvre: the officer of 
the watch gave orders for another ; a mo* 
ment of iiiadion enfued; and it became 
too liaite for exertion* I was aware of our 
danger from the diftortions I obferved in 
every part of our captain's countenance and 
peribn» We (hall fall aboard ! we arc ruh- 
ning foul ! we are aboard ! were the three 
ientence^ pronounced in fucceffion; and 
time for the utterance of thenl was iiiffi* 
cient to decide on our fate* The frigatea 
approached each other^ and the rigging be* 
came entangled. The Leoben, by a llight 
manoeuv:^, fell alongfide us ; and thiif fhpck 
was deaden^ by the carriages of the fields- 
pieces faftened to Ker iide> and which were 
,■«»'■ " 

broken.. The cries, of four hundred per* 
ibns> with uplifted hands^ made me. believe 

for a moment that the Leoben was the vk^ 

' -•■•■' 

tim 
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tini of this ^rik ei&coiwtef. In endeavour-* 
iog by a mantseurre to avoid or diihiniih the 
fecond, vf^ perceived on our ftarboacd tke 
Artemiie bearing down on ns^ in %a opipcfitc 
dirediim; and again/ ahead of us^ the prow 
of a ihipof &ventj*four guns^ which we had 
porcQived for the iirft time. Our t^roor was 
extreme : we were become a point at. which 
every danger was at one and the iame time 
concentrated. The LeobeUj, by another ma«* 
t]beuvre« prei^ted to us her bow ; and her 
fore«yard fell on our decli;;. This accident^ 
which might hz^ve been fatal to many of 
the crew^ was advantageous to us. The 
&amen^ and more paiticularly the Turks.bjr 
whom ^e had been joined^ iurcounded the 
yard^ and made fuch t^rts to fotcc it back> 
that the ihock> which received no fupport 

from the wind^ was deadened ; and fot this 

« 

time V9C efcapcd %t the e^qpoafe of a hole 
V^L. I. £ nude 
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made in i our upper planks by the Leob^n^^ 
anchor. The Artemife had paiTed under our 
ftern; and the (hip of the line had (hot 
ahead ; ' infcHtiuch^ that all thefe . dangers^ 
which had gathered about us like clouds in 
a ftorm^ , were ilill more fpeedlly diilipated. 
I;>fothing remained but the anger of the of- 
ficer of the watch, who would gladly have 
&ea OS all perifli, fooner than not convince 
his captain that he was in the right. We 
were indebted for our fafcty to the fcanti- 
neft of the wind, and to the carriages of 
the field-pieces, by which the firft Ihock 
was deadened. Two merchantmen, in fal- 
lingK aboard each other, may do themfelves 
fbme ini:^hief^ but are not likely to founder. 
With men of war it is different; it rareluc 
happens 4:hat one or the other is not loft, 
a^d fr^uently both. 

...On. the 20th,' it was calm during the 

whole 
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whole of the day ; and We had tb eticoutitef 
the intetife heat of the fun in ftich a il^a^ 
ion, in thirty-five degrees of latitude. Ili 
the coul-fe of -the night a breeze fprahgiip : 
the order of failing was changed. ' 

On the 21 ft, the convoy was Rationed 
ahead, the (hips of the linie m the rear, and 
the /n'gatcs t<j the left. 

On the two following days \ve Kad finef 
"weather, and a fair wind, which would have 
enabled us to reach the iilanid of C&ndia/ 
provided we had nbt had a convoy with tts, 
for which we were obliged to wait every 
montient. • 

During the months of June, July, arid 

• ' ' .' * 

Auguft, the^north and north-eaft winds are 

the trade winds of the Mediterranean ; a 

circumftance which renders the navigation 

delightful in that feafon, in failing t6' the 

i<juth and to the w€ft, but which/ at the 

E 2 fame 
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im» faiif » mtlcfs iMc retaun very uncotaiRy 
it bonK tteco^JMcy ^o eater «i it diiving the 
wdemDot ^{Qa. - 

/ 

On Hm 24lh, wc wmAc forty-eight Ingacs 
ymik a hnttt wkich bordered on a gale of 
irind. On tbe loUqwing monaii^^ at elcren 
^'dof^t oiir ^^ffB^Dl <wa$ mad^ to go itbca^ 
and kok out finr land^ At four in the af» 
f(»flQQQ wv d^^ovened the weit psurt 9^ the 
Ul4Pd of C9i\di4u At the diift^tuce of twenty 
letgiut; I oottld diftinguiih mount Ida, tho 
\wthrplace of Jupiter^ wid the country of 
i^mc^ all the gods. I had the greateft wifli 
^poffible to viiit the kingdom of Minosj and 
fowied^ i^t remaim of the labyrinth. What 
I l|a4 (pfpipcup howeyerji happened : our fa* 
^urablcbfee^c^ prevented us from approach-^ 
il^ the iiJand. 

O9 the 26th> at five in the morning, I 
|)Dnd t^t we had ftpened in the diredion 

of 


of ikt «9fi«f« iifmRi, «^<»»t doming to* 
yfvMia it. The gak bud been ib fliong diir-« 
iag dw iti^t^ that the whole of the xoivr^ 
wndiljMv&d. We ^nt all the mon^n^' 
in colleding the trm^Mrts, and in fl]ortc»« 
ing &il for thdr coming up. Dufii^ this 
nsanoeuvfo* chaDce diiboTeved to va, t^imadi 
a thick f{^ the i&igliih ffaeet, vtlack ynat 
ijix leagues diftant from tis^ fteeriag t<» tEci 
weft> am4 proceeding ia queft ofiis toW8tfd» 
the noftl^m coaft. 

On the eTcning of the 37^, out fignal 
l^as made to pail under the Asm of the 
Orient. It wonld be difficult to convey ft 
pmti& jidea. of the fenfttions we icflt on ifty 
pida^bif^ tbb iandiMrj of power/ didating 
ItB decxees amidfl: three hundred fiul of rei^ 
fth, iptheitill filence €xf the night. Thtt 
moon aflTorded to this piiSbure juft u mtieh 
li^^ 80 viim neceffiuy to the fnpynient «f 

^3 it 
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St. Five hundred peribns were on our deck ; 
and the flapping of a bee's wings mi^t 
have been heard: the very refpiration was 
fufpended. ' Oiir captain was ordered to re«> 
pair on ! board the flag-ihip ; and J cannot 
defcribe the joy I felt on his return/ when 
lie informed us that we were detached from 
the fleet/ and were to' proceed without de- 
lay to Akzandria, where we were to concert 
medurcs with our conful» and to learn from 
him whether the inhabitants were apprifed 
af our coming, and how they were difpofed 
towards us. He added, that it was our def* 
. tiny to land the firft in Africa, there to col- 
led together our countrymen, and to fhelter 
them frons'the earliefl: movements of the 
inhabitants on the approach of the fleet. 
From that moment we fct every fell we 
could carry, to accom^difh as fpeedily as.pof«- 
Sble the iixty leagues we had flUl to ran. 

1 The 


The wied, howeverji fell during tliQ iu|ght; 
for a few hours we had a gende breeze ; but| 
during the tdt of the time, the .way we 
made . was entirely owing to the impulfion 
given to the fea, and to the currents^ which 
catried us. towards the point of our deilinar 
tion* . 

Our orders, after having warned our coun* 
trymea to be. on their guard, weife. to return 
to the fleets which was to cruife and to waijt 
&r us at the difiiance of fix leagues from 
Cape Brul^» (See the Chart.) On the 28th 
at noon, we were within thirty leagues of 
Alexandria; and at four in the afternoon, 
our ieamen at the maft-head cried out, 
" kmi" At fix o'clock wc fave it from the 
deck. 

The breeze contiuiped during the night; 
and on. the 2uth at day-break, I faw th^ 
coailto the weft, ftrctching like. a wbitic \ 

E 4 ribbop 


72 !rfiAV£LS IH tetPT. 

ribbdtt over the Uue horiason of the fesu No( 
a tree> not a habitaticm wds to be difcoycredt 
it wa^ not merely nature in her 1addf:ft ar^ 
ray^ but t^ie deflrudion of naCure. It yn$ 
iilence and des^th. It did not^ howertt^ af* 
&dt the gaiety of our ieamen : one of ^e«n, 
pointing tp thp ddert» ^id to hi^ comrade^ 
, ^^ Lodi, there are the lis acne which have been 
decreed you.'' Th« ^nend burft oi laoghter 
which t^is pleafantty o^paftmed, may ilirc^ 
to |hew that courage n difinfierefted^ or at 
3eaft that it fpring^ from a nobler fenttment 
than ^t c£ inteteft* 

* * ; 

This {>art of the coaft i« dangerous In 
ftormy wea^r^ and during the fogi of vrin^ 
itt, trhen the low, £[at land diiappeais^ and 
18 perceived only when it is too late to ihun 
it« Our good fiMtune^ hoiv^vipr, ^owed us 
tt> yntk in iht ^it^cMi of Cape- Durafeso, 
Whteh yrfe ^Dght hf ftodfittg to tht eaft^ 
fouth. 


AkxM^a, ^re faw a ntfn wblch il named 
th6 AfatHofn tower. It ttppeAttd to me to 
be a baftiofted fquaire^ at fbnie dilhnee frdm 
which thefe is a- rcmnd tower* I could hAv6 
wiihed to have been able to diftinguiih the 
deiaUs better^ f^ as to hare judged whether 
it is an Arahian l^nilding, or of antique con^ 
ftruftiony and to whatdate of antiquity it 
bdongs; whel^r it is the Tapofim of tiie 
ancients^ whick i^dcopius defcribes tA the 
tonob of Ofiris^ or ^e Clieifonefud of Strabo ; 
ot, hStljf Plinthine/from whence the gulf 
derived ifis^ name. Since that time the gar^ 
riibn of Alexandria has detached feconmoiter^ 
ing parties to this poft; The reports of the& 
parties hayings however^ beea entirely con^ 
fined to their noslitary.operatibi^ I have ncA 
been able to coll^ any information rela^¥« 
to CheJcmgin of thefe raihs; and the ea^ 

quirie$ 
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<|ulrie9 I have todnic, have merely teoded to 
augcqent jthe curioiity with which their bulk 
^nd extent have infpired me. la general^ 
the whole of this weilera coa&, coixipre'* 
hending the great aad fmall Ihdals of Cyre^ 
naica^ formerly well inhabited, and .con« 
taining republics and other forms of govern* 
ment» is at this time one of the moft ne-* 
gjeded coii9trie3 in^the Univerfe, and is 
brpught to: pur recolle^ion by the fine me<^ 
d^ alone with .which it )»iSi iiipplied ust 

To the right dnd left of us our promi&d 
land appeftred ftill moreileril than that of 
|he Jews* It is true, that thus far it had 
AQt o^ us {o dear ; ^ that, if it had not rained 
mk us quails oeady roafted, our manna -wu 
npt corrupted ; that we had xurt: been tor-r 
mented by raging colics ; and that wehad) 
notwithftanding, preferved all that bad faSea 
to the Ibare of the children of Ifrael; The 
1 Bedouin 


^ 
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Bcdoaiii Aftbs, however, who are di^perCedi 
over this country, might have* inflid;ed oir 
us iufferings eqtml to theirs, and have heen 
equally difaftrous to us. It is not^intthifauidn 
ing iaid, that, dtuing the laft twenty years, 
th^ have been true to their engagement ea* 
tcred into with the fadory of Alexandria, 
by whicb^ ^er exading certain duties/ they, 
teftore tbofe who have been ihipwrcck^d, at 
the rate of twenty ddlars per head, inftdad 
of killing tba:n, as was fcmnerly their caC^ 
torn. •« 

At one oxlock a lieutenant was £rnt on 
ihore/ He had fcarcely ftepped into the 
boat when we looked for his- return, and 
counted the minutes as they paifed. At 
tkiee leagues diftance I made a view of 
A^andria. . (See Fig. 4. Plate I.) 
. By the help of our glafles we faw the tri- 
colour fl^ difplayed over our conful^s honfe. 

I figured 
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l^^wddto m^riUf the fui^ie het %^n abmtf 
to fe0^ attd that whiok w^ vr ere pidfrnong 
j^^ft iht foUowihg dqr fee the ihcal; of 
AlcaEditiAiaft* 

, When the IhadoWs of the evctiiag ddi* 
Bested the oudisie of the city ; ivhen I tould 
diftinguiih on okir approach the two ports ; 
the thick V/bUb, flaziked hj a great numbet 
of tt>wcrs> which at pttfent contain nothing 
but hillocks of fand^ and a few gardens, in 
^Htfaich the pale green hue of the palm-trees 
fdurcelj tempers the burning whiteneis of 
the ibil ; the Turkifh fortreisi the moiquesj 
duar. minarets or towers, and the celebrated 
p^ttar of Pompey, iny imagination teeuired 
to .paft ages. J fiw art trimnph over nature^ 
and the genius <^ Alexander emjdoy the ac« 
tive medium of commeite^ to lajoaa faarii 
ren ibil the foundations of a fuperb ^ty^i 
which he &ieded to be thedepcfitaiy of 

the 
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the tfCfipliicd of the conqueftof tbtf uiiivtcrfti 
I iaw the Ptolomies iavite thallict tlie aril 
ahd fcienceii^ and forip the library^ to dtAny 
which the hand of barhAnfm was ievtial 
years employed. It is there^ iaid I to mj^ 
ieU; tcBcAmg on Cleopatra, CesCur, and Aa^ 
tony, that the empire of glory yielded to the 
eitpirc of voluptuoiiihefk I next %aied to 
my&lf ftem ignoraiice fixing its feat on the 
ruins of the mafter-pieoes of die arts*^ com-* 
pleting their deftrudion> but unable, not^ 
withflandihg, to, disfigure' utterly the fine 
charaderiitics by which they are ilkmpcd^ 
and which belong to the grand principles 
of their original plans* From this pre-^oc«- 
cupation, from this happinefs of medSitating 
in- view of great obje<5b, I was roufed by a 
guii fired from our fri^te, to bring- to a 

• * 

vefiel whicih had let all her &ils to get into 
the port of Alezandrb in fpite of us, and 

without 


without doubt to carry thitber the tiding&of 
the arrival of the fleet. The night ooming 
On^ we foc^ loft fight of her. Our uneafi'^^ 
nefs re/peding the boat increafed every mo^ 
Tiicnt, and was converted into terror. At 
midnight we heaxti the voices of perfbns ter-** 
rified ; and foon after our conful and his 
interpreter^ who had eicaped froin the aVeng-^ 
ing fabre of the muflulman, and from th^ 
terror ipread thirou^ the country, came on 
board. They informed us that an Engliih 
fleet of fourteen fhips of the line had quitted 
tt^ anchorage off Alexandria the evening be-» 
fc^e ; an^ that the Engliih had declared they 
were in queft of us, to bring us to adioti. 
They had been taken for French ; and the ' 
inhabitants pf the country, already stppriied 
of our prc^e6ls, and of the taking of Malta; 
had inftantly reforted to arms. The ibong 
holds had been fortified^ the militia incor* 

porated 


poftteid with the regular troops; and an army 
of Bedouins colieded. The latter are wan- 
dering Akjahs, a^inft whom the inhabitants 
wage war, but with whom they unite when- 
ever a conlmon enemy is to be encountered* 
• » 

Ourliorizon was obfcured by the prefence 
of the Engliih. When I recollcdcd that 
onJy three days ^ before we felt a regret at 
being, detained by the calms, and that unless 
for them we fhould have fallen into the 
midil of the enemy's fleet, to which we 
muft have made a diicovery of our own, I 
from that moment became a fatalift, and 
commended mjrfelf to the ftar of Bonaparte. 

The Ihcik had confented to the departure 
of the conful, on no other condition than 
that he Ihould be accompanied by feveral 
ieamen belonging to Alexandria, by whoni 
he was to be . conveyed- back. They fpoke 
th( lingtHi'franca, and imderflood Italian; 

I converfed 
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I conyerfed with them ; and they added to 

f 

what the conful had told us> that die £ng<» 
liih had ftceicd to the eafl to ieek us at Cy«- 
prus, where they thought we had flopped. 

We made fail, in quefl: of our fleet, and at 
day*break difcovered the firft divifion of the 
convoy. At ieven o'clock we were within 
hail of the Orient. 

It fell to my lot to accompany the coniul 
en board the flag-fhip. We were to com* 
municate to the general whatever might in«^ 
tereft him mioft powerfully under fuch criti* 
cai circumftances. The Engliih had been 
iecn ; and they might come up widi u^ 
every moment. It blew a frelh gale ; and 
the convoy was blended with the fleet, in 
fiich confufion, diat tlie moil terribfe defeat 
would have tnfued had the enemy appeared. 
I watched the genetal's countenahccy which 
did not change 'm the flighted degree. He 
' , made 
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, made me lepeat the ilatemeht He had jnft 
hioard ; and after a filence of a few minutest- 
ordered the troops to be landed. 
" The diipoiitions which were made/ were 
to bring the convoy as near the land is the* 
danger of gettixig aground at a tiine' when 
tiic wind blew fo ftrong would allow. The 
jzien of war formed a circle of defence on 
the outfid^ ; the fails were taken; in, and the. 
anchors let go. Theie ^angements werer 
icsatctlj made, when we received .orders Xo> 
cniife off the porti as ne&r as the wind woiild' 
permit us, and tb make falfc attacks by way 
of div^mon. •'•'■'■'[ 

The breeze iliU ^lefliened, and the (ea 
wa* fo rough, that we endeavoured ineffec- 
tuaUy> during the remainder of the day, to 
gdt'up our an(^hor. At night it was too 
Saytmy to attcrtipt this without a rifk of 
<mt cafrytng aw^y our mafts^ anji of hin-* 

Vol. I. F ning 
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floni; foul of and fisdcringj^ boate with tnB{» 
0ft famdf wHicii cffi^&ed their landing iridii 
unprecedented difficulty land dati^. Hbd 
kimchci Tcceiyed one hj ooe^ md at nn- 
doiDy t^o& who* came down the iidea of the 
ncflfek. Wlica t3My were fitte}d> die wwren^ 
threatened mtsf mcment to fink them, at 
tiM &me time that^ dfivai by tiie win4r 
tbfy. n cQiai^. infbwco. encoiiQLtexed^ *anft 
£ril fwt hoard a£ eadi other. . After hoi^i^ 
c&a^^ )theie dangers, when Jthejr drasr 
ifeithm ftoK/ tfKy hnew wot h0W to my^ 
their landtog ijood withont besi^ dashed ia 
pieees by. the breakers. During ^e jpi^t* 
% ktuMch filled. W4th. troo|pa» MFJ[itob hai Ibft 
aljl fteoiagfT^ief^, came «ndc« oar jftera, zxA 

thofe who were on b<)ard berweie ex^M^fed,. 
cftu&d iA me am cmotijaoi w;hich was augr 
scttnted by my fancying tfaiut I JkneW) ^e 


Voices of all tfaofe who cried for help* We 
threw out a rope to theft poor wretches ; 
biit fcarcely had they laid hold of it^ when 
it became neceflary to cut it, £he waves daih*- 
ing the launch againft the fide of our yeflel, 
^ which it threatened to ft^ve in. TI|b cjri^s 
of thefe unfortunate men, when they £p|ind 
themielye^ ahanddned to th^r fate> pierced 
4x> the inmt^l recc0«s of otnr &tuls ; an4 the 
filem^e which &icceeded filled us' with ' the 
kxQ& melancholy reflections* Ouf tarrbr 
was augmented by the darkneis; a;id the 
operations for landing^ were as How as they 
w^e difttftfous; However, by fij: o'clock 
ihc txtxt morning; the firft^f July, ^ a fiif- 

ficicnt iinmber of troops were Iiinded to at- 
, tack and' carry a fraall fort, called X^ Ma- 
rabou. There the tri- colour ro^itgify ^f^' 
was hcafled for the fijft time in Aftiea; 
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CHAPTER III. 


Storming of Alexandria — General A^Sl rf 
the Town gloomy and deferted — Trouble^ 

' Jbmenefs of the Dogs-^^Sfeech of Bonaparte 
to the Sheik of Alexandria^^Pompey s Pih- 
lar^-^Gardens — Cleopatra s Needle^-^Prin'^ 
cipal Mofque^ and other remarkable Builds 
ings. 

Y^N the 3d the fca was Icfs ruffled. Wc 
^^""^ got under w^, and perceived that the 
beech was filled with our foldiers. By noon 
they Were under the walls of Alexandria, 
the centre being ftationed at Porxipey's pil- 
lar> behind fome fmall hillocks formed by 
the ruins of the ancient city. The old walls 

prcfentcd 
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\ ■ 

prefented to the valour of our loldieiy a fuc* 
cdfion of breaches. As loon as one of the. 
. columns was in motion, the others drew up 
in battle array, marched, and attacked at 
the fame time. In approaching fome oli 
ditches^ they difcovered more walls thaa 
they had been able to iee at a firft view. A 
very heavy fire ke^t up by the befieged^ lur-\ 
prifed our troops for a moment, but did not 

« 

check their impetuofity. The mod prac- 
ticable approach was ibught under the fire, 
of the enemy : it was found at the weiL 
angle, where was fituated the ancient port 
of Kibotos. Our troops {formed : Kleber,^ 
MenoUj and L^eicale were wounded by ^e 
eoemy*$ fire, and by the fall of the frag- 
ments of walls. Koraim^ : fheik of Alexan- 
dria, who ^as in every part of, the battle,, 
iniflook Menou for the commander in. chie£ 
jnortatty wounded. . In this way the courage 

Fa of 
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df tib6 bdieged Mrai fupported for a ihof£ 

time. Our advri'farics maintained their 

ground ; and We Wei^e under the nec^ffity 

» 

of putting the whole of them to death at 
tJie breach, where two hundred of our fbl- 
dleft felt 

Our frigate was ordered to proted the 
cnhy of the convoy into Ihc old port ; and 
r aratled mylclf of this opportunity to go on 
flibrc* Ah old prophecy had faid, that as 
fbon as a French veffel fliould enter the old 
port, Alexandria would ceaiti to be in pof«^ 
liHRion iifthc Munulmans* Our boat vcri- 
lied this prediAioh fqr the moment. 

It would be impoflSbl6 for me to dcfcfibi 

"A^at T felt on landix^g it Ateitandna, where 

•■ - • ■• ^ . . 

wa» tip one to receive us> or to prevent 
our going pn Ihore. We could fearcely pric* 
vail on a group of beggar.^, leaning on their 
ctuifches, to pbini out to. us the head-^uar^r: 

• ters. 
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teis. All the hoo&s wete !fitut : theCt t^l^ 
iiad net dared to £ght had ik4; dndthc^ 
who had not been killed in the combat, ha^l 
fx»i€>eadcd tbemfelf^, for fear (f[ beiii^ ptft 
to deaths aceordi^ to die oriental cuft<>|tf^ 
Every thing was ncrw to our ^ni&tioas ; the 
£)il» the form of the buildings, the pctfSom, 
caCboms, and luigoage of the inhabkanu. 
The firil pro^A which pieiented itielf to 
xim ymw, was an exttt^iive bnryit^g'^^iMd, 
covered with innumerable totnb-'ftones ^ 
white marble, m a white foil. AmoB^ thefe 
monoooents were ieen wandering iivet^ 
meagre women, with long tattered ^gar-. 
mentd, refembling fp'many ^ioib» Ctlbe 
^lenps:^ was only tmtemipted ^y the icietc^ 
ing of the kites which hoveitd over this 
Anduarf of 4eath. Wc pfified firom tbcnpe 
into narr<yw and do&rted ftieeks. In cfoffing 
AieseandxiB, the deferipttcm vrtiich Vdn^ 

F 4 iaas 
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iM given of that city was brouglit to mjr 
feoiembrance; form, colour, and fcnfattonji 
every things io. ihort, is repi;efeated by him 
*^ith fupb a de^ee of truth, that, on look"^ 
ing ovcr;bt$ work ibmc months after, I fan« 
cied that I was entering Alexandria once 
jxiore. H^d.VoIney defcribed all Egypt! in 
the &me way, no one would ever have 
thought it neceflaiy to underikke; any other 
.defcription, or to* make any new drawings 
,of that country. : , ^r 

During the whole of my progreis through 
jthts long and melancholy city, Europe and 
its gaiety were brought to my recolledfcion 
.only by ^^* chirping and aftivity of the 
.^rrows, I could, not recognife the ddg, 
the inend.ofmah, the ^ithful and generous 
oonpanion, the |^y and loyal coujrtier« Hem 
diis animal is a dull and felfiih brute,, a 
Aran^r.to the jDfiafter' beneath whofc radf 

he 


». 


he dwdb, i|od| iepaxatdd from tKe tntfUates 
without txftfing to be a ffave, lofcs Ught of 
him wbofc afylum he defends, and on whofe 
Heeding carcafs he feeds without abhorjencc. 
The following anecdote will fully pouttray 
his charaiSci'. 

On the day of my landing, having ne« 
gleded to bring alhore linen tofhift royfclfi, 
I^was ddfirous to go on board the JunoQ 
fri^te, wtich I thought ^viras' ftationed off 
the entrance, of the harboi^. I hired a fniall 
Xurldih bark^ and we fleered towards that 
point. Having reached the frigate, we found 
that it was not die Junon ; and another was 
poiiited out to us in the road at half a league's 
itidance. ;The fun was letting : I had al* 
xeady made two-thirds of fey yvay ; and it 
was fldll polfible to llcep oa board. We 
jaow failed towards the frigate in the road, 
which was flill not the Junoxl : flie was 

crtiiilng 
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crusimg in the offing: \n w^te tbeyefai^ 
undcit the neceifity of returning ; but the 
breeze iiad frefhened, and the f^fv^ll was ib 
great, that it was with difficulty we cofold 
defcry the land towards which we bad to 
bend our courie. My condu^r gave me 
charge of the tiller^ to beilow hts whole at«* 
tcntioA on the ^iL 

It was not eafy for me to find the dircc«- 

tion in which I 'was to fleer; ami: I npw 

* 

began to feel that it was in a manner dc« 
voting oneVielf to deftru&ion» t(}^ at iucl^ 
Q time of night at the mercy of the wind% 
on a rough ftu^ and without atny other :com<^ 

• « 

panion than one who, in common with a^ 
his countrymen, Iiad every reafon to hate 
the French, and to leek to aVenge hifn^Af 
on any of that nation wIyo might fall in hb 
way. I put on a confidential air, and even 
afieded to be gay : we kt length nacbed tlie 

* ihorc> 


< 
(hore, tht ot>j«ft of dU toy ho^ and vnihes ; 

k wais* -hovrcv^, eleven oViock «t night. I 

vras balf ft league from the faoid-quarters ; 

9ii4 I h&d tQ cxtDfs a city whidb had beea 

jtaketi by ftorip in; the morning, with not 

0na of th« ibreets of which I ^as acquainted* 

I could not prevail on my boatman, by any 

_^ * 

o^er of recompenfCf to leave his bark and 
actomptoy me. i &t out akme^ and^ defy^ 
ing the gbofis tf the dbad, croi&d the bmyf 
io^^grbund^ the road with which I was moil 
&milkr; As loon its I had teached .the 
neareil: ' habitations of the living, I was af* 
iaiied by multituttes of ferocious curs, which 
attack^ me from the doors, the ftreets, and 
the houfe^tops. Their yelping was con*- 
4tnued fi'om houie to houie, and from family 
to family. I could perceive, howfever^ that 
tlie war which they waged againft me was 
Kidt a war of cioaiitian, fox as Ibon as I had 

pafled 
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ptdTe^ the property of thofe by which I had 
been attacked^ they were driven back by 
thofe which came to receive me tt the 
fmntidin^ Not koowing the abje<5): ilate in . 
which they live, I dared not ftrikc them, 
Irom ai\ apprehetifion bf their howling^ and 
thus kindling up the wrath of their xxiailers 
iigainft mcr. The daiicnefs. was diminiihfsd 
by the light of the flara oniy, and by the 
tran^tftncy which the tught always has in 
this climate. 1\> profit by this imall por-^ 
tidx bf light, tod to efcape from the yelping 
of the cur5> and take a road which could 
t^ot lead mc aftray, I quitted the ftreets> and 
irclblved to walk along the beech. My pai> 
Age was, however, barred by the walls and 
timber<-yardSf whrch extended to the fca?* 
Ihtlire. At length, after wading through the 
iea to G\un the , curs, and fcaling the walls 
ito a<(roid the lea viiicxi there was too goeat e 
- i depth. 
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depths wet, covered With peripiration^i and 
exhaufled by terror and fatigue, I reached 
one of our ont-pofts at midnight, fully per* 
fuaded that curs are the iiXth^ and the mQ^ 
dreadful of the plagues of Egypt, 

In the morning, on arriving at the head" 
quarters, I found Bonaparte furrounded by 
the grandees of the city, afid by the mem* 
bers of the old government, from whonj h<? 
received the oath of fidelity. H^ addre^t^ 
himfelf in the following terms to the Sheik 
Koraim : *^ I have taken you in arms, and 
*' I might treat you as a prifoner : as you 
have, however, behaved with courage, mi 
as I think bravery infcparable from honour^ 
I give you back yottif arms, and I think 
that you will be as faithful to the rppub* 
lie as you have been to a bad govera* 
f^ ment/' I could diftinguifh in the CQU»« 

tenance of this able; entcrprifing man, a dif» 

finjulation. 
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fimulation^ 0ial{ien> but n(^t fubdticdi by tb^ 
generous condud of the cotnmaader in 

• • > 

chief. He was not as yet aoqualntfel with 
our reiburces> and entertained ibme doubt 
whether what bad pailcd was not owing to 
a coup-de^mam ! But when he faw thirty 
thoufand men, and the hea^^y ordnance aad 
field-pieces land^d^ lie endearoured to cap- 
tivate the good . graces of fionapaite, was' 
fiever abftnt from head*quarters, and was 
in the anti-chamber befere the commander 
In chief was out of bed, a circumftanjpc Ttry 

m 

yemadcafolc in 9 Muiffulmen. (See bi^ por^^ 
trait, Plate XLVIIL Fig. 2.) 

The £rft drawing I made was a yiew of 
the new port, from the fmall &nid-banL to 
the quarter of the Francs, which, jn Qeo^ 
patra's time, was the delightful %ot on 
which her palace was built, and where the 
iheatrc ftood- " ($ee Plate IIL No. 2.) 
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*Oo the :ith, in the mcmimgy I accompar* 
aied the conunander in chief, vrho viilted 
tbe forts, that is to iky, 'a colledioa of clumfy 
btul(£ngs in a rnifiousftate, in wifuch wonw 
out guns refted on fixmes that ferved them 
for carriages* The generars orders were to • 
dcmoHfli "whatever was unierviccablev and to 
repair only what mi^t be ufcful, to prevent 
the approach of the Bedouins. He paid par- 
ticular attention to the batteries for the de^ 
fence of the harbours. 

We pafled ^ near Pompey- s pillar. This 
mdnument is in the predicament of almoll 
every thing faunous, which lofes on a near 
&r«tmy« tt was named Pompey*s pillar ux 
the dteei^ century, when learning begau 
to recover itfelf from, the torpid ftate m 
which it had fo long languiihed. At thai: 
epqcbi men of icience^ bnt not obfefvecst 
l«ftowed names on all the moniunents ; aaii 

thcfc 
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thefe names have been handed down by 
tradition, and without being diiputed, from 
centuiy to century. A ihoniiment had been 
raifed to Pompey at Alexandria : it had dif^ 
appeared, and was thought to be recovefed 
in tl^is pillar or coluitln, which has finc& 
been converted into a trophy erected to the 
ftiemory of Septimius Severus. It is, bovi/- 
cyer, placed on the ruins of the ancient city ; 
and in tlte time of Septimius Scvcriis, the 
city of the Ptolomies was not in a ruinous 
fiate. To fupport this column by a folid 
foundation, an obelifk has been funk in the 
earth, on which is placed a^ very clumfy.pe- 
dedal, having a fine Ih^ft, and iurmount^ 
by a Corinthian capital of bad workmanlhip.^ 
(See Plate IV, No. 3.) -' - 

If the fliaft of Jthis column, (eparatii^g it 
from the pedeftiil and the capital, 6nc€-bci- 
longed to,^ti ancient edifice^ it is^aft evidcrke 
.. -• of 
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of its magnificence, and of the ikill widb 
which it was executed. It ought thejcefore 
to be &id, that what is called Ponipey's pilf 
lar, is a fine column^ and hot a fine monu^ 
ment ; and that a column is not a rnonu*- 
mcnts It iHould be faid, that the column 
of St. Maria Maggiore, notwidiflahding it 
is one of the fineft in exiftence, has not the 
chamSer of a monument; that it is merely 
a fragmei^t V and that, if the columns of 
Tmjan and Antoninus are not in the fiunfe 
poedicament, it^ts bccanie they appcsur as 
colofiai cyiitiders, on which the hiftory of 
the ^orious expeditions of theie two em- 
pccors is pompoufiy difplajed, and which^ 
if reduced to their fimple Form and dimeh'- 
iions, would be nothing more than dull and 
heavy mdnuments. 

The earth about the foundations of Pom^* 
pey's pillar having been cleared away by 

Vol. I. G time, 
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time> two fragmenj:s of an obelifk of white 
marbley the onlj^ monument- of that lub- 
ilanCe which I have feen in Egypt, have 
bcien added to the original baie, to render it 
more folid. 

^^ Excavations made round the circumfc- 
xcrtcc of this coluipn. would, no doubt, af* 
ford fomc information relative tp its origin. 
The fhaking of the earth, and the form it 
takes on treading on it, ieem to atteft that 
theie refearches would not be fruitleis. They 
would perhaps difcover the.bafe and atrium 

§ 

.of the portico to which this column be- 
longed, which has been the lubjed of dif- 
fertations made by^ literati who have leen 

•the drawings only, or whofc information has 

Mscen limited to the defcriptions of travellers. 
Thefc travellers have negleQ«d to apprize 

•them,^ that fragments of columns of the 

• fame fubftance and diameter, arc found in 

the 
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the vicinity ; and that the (baking of the 
earth indicates the deftrudion of great edt- 
fices buried beneath, the forms of which 
may be diftinguifhed on the furface, fuch 
as a fquare of a confiderable fize, and a large 
circus, the principal dlmenfions of which. 
may be meafured, ^ notwithftanding it is co«- 
vered with iand and ruinsJ 

After having obferved that the ooltimti^ 
entitled Pempey^s pillar, is very .chafle. both 
in fiyle and. execution ; that the pedeilal 
and capital are not formed of the famre gra- 
nite as the Ihaft ; that their workmanfhip 
is heavy, and appears to be merely a rough 
draught ; and that the foundations, made up 
of fragments, indicate a modem conftruc- 
tioii ; it may be concluded, that this monu* 
ment is not antique, and that it may have 
been ere<Slejd either in the time of the Greek 
eippcjrojis, on of thqcaliphs ; fincc, if the ca- 

G 2 pitaj, 
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piltat and podeHbl mo well catotigh wi ought 
tQ bckwf to tho Ibfmer of thcfib period^ 
Cbej aM nQfc jS> fXife^ but thst art ttuf 
&avc reached fii far m the kttetf* 
SUbtenaoedPft tefeiurcbes naadc on thb 

s 

tpot mi^t aUb afeertaih the ike of tbe city 
ia Uiettine of the Ptdamks^ "when its comr 
merce and iplendbiur tfaangcd its; oiigiDal 
plan/ and xeiklered tt idanienie. That of 
ike caliplbj wbicii ftiti txj&t, was biit a d^ 
mixMatiDix df the anciant dtjr lUAwitiiii&nd- 
ing it compfaheodai witkni it&lf> at tUs 
tiitta^ pkdna aad defetfts. Tbla drcumrsral- 
lation being built oSrmsa^ the edifices beiag 
unceafrn^j t6 the Tfeotdnlkbitiice ddkhaiftion 
and mvage. The jaaib» and itnteti of live 
d(Dois of tbe dw^lng-'hcmfta and fortieSis 
troniift (Mtitelj of C44ui»aii bl gmait«i» f^itich 
iehe w«i^Imefi havis hot uhtti tbi^ pait» Co 
fltepa to thtt uft^ tjift'Wbkh tb(^ hAW im- 
plied 


{died iimau Thejr t{ipear to ha^ been kift 
thctc mtttly vnth a ticw to atteftthcgmiih 
deur and magnificence of the buildiogiy tile 
nihsof which thcjr are. In ether places a 
great numberoif^tolinnnr faairc hecn iip|)lscd 
to the conftradkm of the walH to fhppqct 
and lerel thcita ; aod thcfe columnar harin^ 
xcSAed the vavBgcB of time, now TC^hmUc 
battcnes. In ifaort> thefe Anbian and 
Turkiik buiiiiuigsy the piodudiom of the 
ncceflitiiea of war, iiffhij n confiificm of 
epochs, asd of tariotss induftrks^ moreftrik^ 
ii^ and flaore approxirqated exwtaplts <£ 
ivfaich are no wheiie elft to be found. The 
Turks, more e^ciaUy, adding ab^ifditjr to 
pio&nation^ have not only blended with At 
granite, bricks and calcareous fidnes, but 
even lojgs «nd planks ; and from di&fe dif** 
ferant eJemcatis, which have io iittie analog 
to each odier, . and are io ihan^lj. united^ 

G 3 haw 
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have prcfented a monftrous aflcmblage of 
the fplenilour of human induilrji and its 

degradation. 

In returning from Pompey^s pillar to the 

modem city^ we paifed through that of the 
Arabs, or rather the one which was encom- 
.paiSed' by their walls, for at this^ time it is 
merely a deiert containing a few enclofures, 
which, during the months of the inunda- 
tion, are gardens, and which at oikher times 
afford nourtihment to a greater cm* fmaller 
number of trees and vegetables, in propor- 
tion to the (ize of the cittern with which 
each is provided. This ciilern is the iburce 
and principle of their exiftence: when it 
fails,, the gardens are once more converted 
into fand and rubbifli. \ 

* At the gate of each of theft gardens arc 
to be feen monuments of a benevolent tod 
charitable feeling. Thefe are refervoirs into 
*' - which 


r • 




TH^VBLS IN «aYPT. lp§ I 

which water is puiDped as often as it is ne* 
ceffaty, and which prefect to the Way-worn ^ 
traveller what is needful to fatisfy hismoft 
preifing want in this burning clirnate-— 
thirft. 

The conduits of the cift^ns arc to be 
fecn every- where, communicating with each, 
other, and having their orifices covered by 
the bafe or capital of an ancient column, 
hollowed out in the centre, and anfwering 
the purpofe of the ftone which iurrounds 
the mouth of a well. 

For the ccnftruftion of a new ciftcrn, it 

r 

is Sufficient to dig and bank in referyoirs of 
different depths, and afterwards to cut a 
drain, carrying it on until it ipeets with 
another excavation. In this way it receives 
the common benefits of the inundation^ 
which, by the level that the water fecks, fill^ 
tKe vrhole of the vacuum prefentsd to it.; 

G4 The 


The grtat pool or coniervatory of water at 
Aleiandm^ is one of the principal antiqui* * 
ties of the middle age of Egypt, and one of 
the fineft monuments of that defcription, 
whether its iize be confidered, or the inteU 
ligence which its confbrudlon difplays. Not- 
^ithftanding one part of it is in a very ruin- 
ous ftate, and the other in need of repairs, it 
contains a quantity of water which fuffices 
for the confUmption of men and aninials 
during two years. We arrived at Alexandria 
in the month preceding that in which the 
water was to be renewed, and we found it 
vety good and fweet. 

Our attention was attraded by a ruin of 
a reddi0i hue, which the catholics call the 
houfe of St. Catharine the learned, relative 
to whom they have a tradition, that (he was 
1?i^tdded to Jefus Chrift four centuries afte)? 
his dea,th> This ruin is of Roman conftSruo- , 

tion; 
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tiiob ; and the conduits, covered hf ifadftc^ 
titcSf tmply that it was formerly a bath. ^ 

We cameiafterwards to the obeliiki named 
Cleopatra's needle : another obelifk throwti 
down at its fide, indicates that both of them 
formerly decorated one of the entrances of 
the palace of the Ptolomiesy the ruins of 
which are. fiill to be feen at fome diftance 
from thence. An infpedion into the pre* 
lent ftate of thefe obeliiks, and* the fifltires 
tvbich exifted at the time even when they 
were fixed on this Ipot, prove that they 
were merely fragments at that period, and 
that they had been brought from Memphis, 
or from upper Egypt. They might be con- 
veyed to Fmnce without difficulty, and 
would there become a trophy of conqueft, 
and a very charaifteriftic one, as they are in 
themfelves a monument, and as the hiero* 
glyphics with which tibey arc covered reader 

• ■ 

them 
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^em ptdfcirable . tx> Pompey*s pillar, which 
is merely 'a column, fbmewhat larger indeed 
than is every- where to be found. On dig- 
ging iince rpund the ba(e of this 6beliik> it 
has been found that it was placed on a tablet 
of hard ftone. The pedeftals which have 
always been added in Europe to this fpecies 
of monument, arean ornament by which its 
charadler is changed. 

On examining the Saracen monument in 
the vicinity of Cleopatra's needle, I found 
that its foundations belonged to a Greek or 
Roman edifice. The capitals of (ionneded 
columns, of the doric order, the ihafts of 
which are funk below the level of the fea, 
are Hill to be fcen. Strabo has obfervcd, 
that the bafe of , the palace of Ptolomy was 
walhcd by the fea. Thefe ruins may at one 
and the fame time prove the veracity of 
Strabo's relation, and afcertain the fite of 
f hat palace. 
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In rctqming to the lower part of the har* 
bour by the fea-ihore, ruins pf edifices of dif- 
ferent ages ^rc to be found, having fuffered 
alike from time and from the waves, Vcf- 
tiges of baths are to be diilinguiihed thero^ 
fevcral apartments of which ftill exlft, hav- 
ing been, . poftexiorly fabricated m walls of 
more remote antiquity. ' Thefe edifices .«p- 
peared to me to be of Arabic conftrudion ; 
and for their prefervation, a kind of pile 
work in columns h^^ heen made, which has 
now the refemblance of floating batteries. 
Their immcnfe number evinces. the magni- 
ficence of the palaces they once decorated. 
After having paifed the extremity of the 
harbotir, large Saracen edifices are nqet with^ 
having an air of grandeur, and a n»xture 
of ftyle, by which the obfervcr is perplexed. 
Friezes ornamented with doric triglyphs, and 
farmounted by arched vaults, would lead 

.A one 
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anut to imagmq that thdCt edifices wew^ <^ii* 
Htnx&cA from antique fragmcntB,. which t^ 
Samcen$ blended to adapt them to the %k 
of their krchitedure. The doors of theft 
•edifices may give an idea of the indeftra^Ubk 
quality of the iycamore wood^ which has re- 
mained unaltered^ while the iron work oi 
^ doors has yielded to time^ and ^entirely 
xHifiqypeared. Behind this kind, of fortrefi, 
arc Arabian baths, mofi: magnificently deci>- 
fatodi Our foldicrs^ who found them jscady 
iheated^ had taken pofieffion of them to waih 
their Ixntn, lb that no other ufe could thcA 
be made of them. I (hall tberefidre defer 
my deicription of this kind of baths to nUh 
.Ibtt. opportunity, and refer my «e^deis» ^0 
wiih to have en idea of the pleafure which 
the^ communicate, to the one which S^vaoy 

' NcarOtheie^ baths^ one of the prtnc^ 
> i moiques. 
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in0iqtu:s; foitmerly t primitive church en* 
tkled Sdinft Athanafiw^ is fituatecL This 
edifice, in as' ruinous a ftate as its (lyle is 
magoificeht, may give htn^ idea of th^ care*- 
leffiieis of the Turks relative to the <>l^^ 
of which they are the moil jealous. Befeire 
our arrival, they did not fuficr a chriftiati to 
approach 1^119 bu3dihg» and choie rattier iso 
place a centinel over it than to repair the 
doors, virhicfa, in the ftate in which we fiwnd 
thein, ^wbuld neither ihvA nor turn on their 
hinges. 

I«i the middle of the court-yard of this 
Mdique is a fmall odtagonai temple, which 
lOontains a bowl of Egyptian black marble,' 
With white and yellow fpots, of incompa- 
fable bAiity, both on account of the iub- 
ftaiice of which it is formed, and of the in- 

r 

aomeradile hieroglyphical figures with which 
it ia cdvotd^ both withinfide and without. 

This 
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This monun^ent/whicli is without douM a 
farcophagus of ancient Egypt, ^ill perhaps 
be hereafter ill uitrated by volumes of dif- 
iertations. It may be coniidered as a very 
Yialuable antique, and as one of our mod pre-^ 
dous ip(»ls in Egypt; with which it is to be 
cwifhed that our national mufeum may be 
enriched. Dolomieu^ who was ^vith. me 
when this valuable monument was difco- 
vered, partook of ray cnthufiafm," . 

From . thfc galleries of the minaret or 
tower of this mofque, I made the drawing 
(No. 2, Plate V,), whidx contains a bird's- 
eye' view of every part' of the new harbouir. 
Clofc to the mofque are three upright co- 
lumns, which have not been noticed- by any 
traveller. It would appear by the deli(^a£e 
Worknianihip of thefe columns, that;/thcy 
cbtiftituted a part of iome antique .monu- 
ments r it would thorefore be intereitit^ to 
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dig.n^ui^d their baies. The wide ipace^ 
however, which they occupy, would lead to 
a conjedlurc;, that they are not ilationed 
where they were originally intended to be 
placed. Be this as it may, they are the re* 
mains of a large and magpifi cent edifice. 

We proceeded from thence to' the gate of 
Rofctta, which is fortified, and at-wKich.thc 
Turks defended themfelves on bur arrival. 
Here a group of houfcs .forms a kind of 
town, which leaves an unoccupied fpace of 
half a league between this part of the city 
and that which is in the vicinity of the ports. 
All the horrors of war ftill cxifled in this 
quarter, where I met with an incident which 
afforded me the flrongefl contraft poffiblc. 

^ 

A young v^oman, f^ir and with a ruddy corA- 
plcxion, was fcated, furrounded by the dead 
and by the rubbilh, on a fragment of a ruwi 
ftiil foveitjd with blood. She was the pic- 
ture 
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tore pf the angel of tke refurredion. Wheiii 
attrafted by a compaifionate feeling, I tefti** . 
fied ray furprife at finding her in this forlorn 
fiate^ ihe told me^ with a charming ingenu- 
ouiheis^ that (he was waiting for her huf* 
band/ with whom fhe was going to pais the 
night in the deiert. To her this was no 
difficulty : flic; was abont to repair thither 
to ikep with as little relu<%ance as if a down 
bed was to be her portion. From this anec- 
dote ibme idea may be formed of tb« lot 
which awaited the women whom love had 
kiipirod with the courage to follow their 
husbands on this expedition. 

Tlie- greater part of the divifions^^ after 
they were landed^ had merely pafied through 
Alexandria to encamp in the deiert. I wa? 
alio under the neceifity of quitting this city, 
a place of great importance in hiilory> whcfC- 
th« moteiments of every epochs and the 

wrecks 
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wretks of the arts of fo many nations^ are 
heaped together confuledly ; and ivhere the 
ravages of wars, ages, and of a humid cli- 
mate, impregnated with fea-falt, have been 
produ<9ive of greater changes, and have 
wrought more mifchief than in any other 
part of Egfpt. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

■M^fckjrim Alexandria t» tile Interior ^ the 
Country -— Fafs BeiA — Ajfe&'mg hcidiHt 
Md fatal Effi^s «f Jiatdu^^-^The Mdrdi 
tnuchJiaraffed by the Arabs^^Opiical -De- 
ception in the Defert, S^i^g ^^^ Appearance 
of Water — Reach the NiJe at J^ahmanieh-^ 
Firji Encounter with the Mamelukes under 
Murad'Bey -^ The Author s Voyage from 
Alexandria to Rofetta^-^Defcription of the 
latter Place — Character of the cultivating 
Arab, contrqfted with the Bedouin — Battle 

m 

of Salmie — Mameluke Feaft and Entertain^' 
mentm 


Tl ONAPARTE, who had obtained pof- 
■^^ feffion of Aleicandria with the fame ra- 
pidity with which St, Louis had taken Da- 
.-' mi^ta, 
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hiictta, was not guilty of the lame ,biunder«. 
Without giving the enemy time to rally, 
and without affording his troops an oppor- 
tunity to view the penury of Alexandria and 
its barren territory, he marched off the di- 
visions in proportion as they landed, and 
without allowing them time to colled: any 
information ' relative to the places which 
they were going to occupy. Among others, - 
an officer, on the eve of his departure, iaid 
to his detachment, " My friends^ you are to 
" flecp at Beda to-night: you underftand ; 
" at Beda. This is all the difficulty, you 
" will have to encounter : let us niarch^ my 
''friends;' and the ibldiers marched. It 
would certainly be difficult to cite a moie 
ftriking trait of ingcnuoufnefs on the one 
hand, and of confidence on the other. It is 
with this hcedleis courage that cnterprifes 
arc undertaken by ibme, which others would 

H 2 not 
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not have dared to projeffc ; and that what 
apipears inoonceivable is executed. They 
Kached Beda, which they fancied to be a 
village built and peopled like ours, more ih- 
quifitive to look about them; than furprifed. 
They could there find nothing but a' well 
choked up by ftones, between the interftices 
:of which a little brackiih muddy water was 
found. This water was coUeded in goblets, 
and a fmall quantity of it diftributed to 
them, as if it had beeii brandy. This was 
the firft halt made by a part of our troops, 
in another quarter of the globe, feparated 
from their country by feas covered with ene- 
inies, and by deferts a thouiand times mofe 

* 

formidable ftill. Their forlom fituation, 
however, neither abated their courage, nor 
diminilhed their gaiety. 

If my reader be defirous to appreciate the 
domcflic llavery of the eailem nations^ and 

is 
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13 prepared to fhudder at the atrocioulheis 
of jealoiiiy, when it is fupported by a re- 
ceived prejudice, and when its tranfports are 
abfolved by religion, let him read the fol- 
lowing anecdote. 

On the fecond day's march of our troops, 
after their departure from Alexandria, ibme 
of the fbldiers, in paffing near Beda, in the 
deiert, met with a young woman whole 
face was covered with blood; In one of 
her arms fhe held an infant, and ejctedded 
the other in fearch of an objed which might 
cither inflid vengeance on her, or ierve her 
for a guide. Their curiofity being excited, 
they called for their conduAor, who was at 
the lame time their interpreter ; and, on 
approaching) heard the fobs of this wretched 
female, whom .cruelty had deprived of her 
fight, AHonilhed at feqing her in this fad 
CQXvditioni and accompanied by an in&ht, in 

H3 the 
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the midft of a defcrt, they qucftioned her, 
and learned that the fhocking fpcdaclc which 
they had in view, was the efFed andrefult 
of a fit of jealoufy. The viftim did not dare 
to murrnur, but offered up prayers for the 
innocent babe which partook of her mis- 
fortunes^ and which was about to pcrifli 
thtough mifery and want* Our foldiers, 
moved by pity, inftantly gave her a part o£ 
their rations, and loft fight of their own nc-* 
ceffittes, on contemplating others, wliioh 
wferiB ftill more urgent: They had jixft de^ 
prived themfclves of their fmall portion of 

* 

water, which was extremely fcarce, and 

4 

which they were about to be abibliit^ in 
need of^ when they iaw a madman approach, 
who, fcafting hts fight on the ^dacle of 
his revenge, kept his vidims conftaatly in 
view. He fnatchcd from the woman the 
bread and water ihe held in her hands^ the 

iaft 
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lafl fburces of exiilenoe which compaflion 
had juft granted te mifery. ** Forb^r IV 
he exclaimed : " Ihe has forfeited^ her pwn 
^' honour^ and has tarnilhed mine. That in* 
" fant is my opprobrium ; it is the offspring 
^* of guilt.':' Our foldicrs endeavoured to 
ivfift his depriving th<s female of the fuc- 
coursthey had juft afforded her ; when his 
jealouiy was inflamed^ becaufe the ol^e& of 
his fmy was alfo become an obje<ft pf pityw 
He drew a poniard, with which he gave his 
wife* a mortal ftab ; and, Seizing the infant, 
held it in the air, and dashed it lifelefs oa 
the ground. Then, with aB air of feraoioM 
ftupidily, he flood |iiotionlefs> looking ^cd- 
faftly at thofc who furrounded him, -an4 
braving th^ir vengeance, 

I enquired whether tbcfc were any law* 
to reprefs fo atrocious an abuie of a^Uthority* 
I was told, thiat this man had done wi'OHg to 

H 4 ftab 
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ftab his wife, becauie^ if God bad vouchfafcd 
to ipare her life, this wretched creature 
might, at the expiration of forty days, have 
been received into a hauie, and kept on cha- 
rity. 

General Kleber*s diviflon, tinder the com«- 
mand of General Dugua, had marched t<» 
wards Bo&tta, to cover the flotilla Vhich 
had entered the Nile. On the dth and 6th 
of July, the army was in full march by Bir- 
l(et and Pemenhur, the Arabs attadki;ig the 
advance-guard, and harafling the maia body> 
inibmuch, that d^th was the portion of th^ 
^4gg^* Defau^ w:as on the point of being 
made priibner, in confequence of his having 
ireniained fifi^ paces in the rear of the ^or 

l^mn. Le Mireur, an officer of diitinguiih* 

• * ■ 

ed. reputation, and who, in confequence of a 
^(lomentary abfence, had negleded to com- 
ply with the requeft-made to {lim to 9P(ne 
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np/was affiuIEnated wi£hin a liundred jpaces 
irf the advaace-guard. Adjutant-general Ga^ 
lois was killed in <:arrying an order to th? 
commander in chief ; and Adjutant Delanau 
made prifoner at 9. very fmall diftance from 
the army, in crolling a ditch. A price being 
ijemanded for his ranibm, the Arsibs difputed 
the booty among thcmfclvcs, and, to termi^ 
nate the difpnte, blew put the Ixrains of thi$ 
interefting yoiing mai^. 

The Mamelukes, whp hiad come out to 
meet, the French army, were feen for th^ 
firft time in the vicinity c^Demenhur. They 
did nothing more than reconnoitre ; and 
their appearance on this ocoifion, together 
with the infignificant battle pf Chebreiffa, 
had enabled our foldiers to fprm a judgment 
of them, and had removed that uncertain 
emotion, bordering on terror, which ii con* 
ft^antlj infpired by an unknpwn enemy. On 

their 
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their fide, having obferved that oor army was 
entirely compofed of infantry, a defcnption 
of foldiery for whom they have a fovereign 
contempt, they made thcmfelvcs certain of 
an cafy vi<ftory, and forbore to harafs our 
march, which was rendered fufficiently pain* 
ful by its length, by the heat of the climateji 
and by the iuiFerings of hunger and third ; 
to which may be added, the torments of a 
hope conftahtly cheated, and conilantly re* 
newcd. In reality, it was in the midft of 
heaps of com that our foldiers wanted bread; 
while they were a prey to thirft, with tho 
image of a vaft lake before their eyes. This 
puniihment, or a new dcfcription, requires 
explanation, as it refults from an illuiion pe- 
culiar to this country. It is produced by the 
refletftion of ialient objefts on thte oblique 
rays of the fun, refradcd by the heat rf the 
burning foil j and this phenomenon has fo, 

truly 


,. -^ 
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truly the appearan<ie of water, that the oh* 
fcrver is deceived by it over and over again. 
It provokes a thirft, which is the more im- 
portunate^ as the inftant when it prefents it-^ 
felf to the view is the hottcft time of the 
day. It appears to me> that an idea of it 
could not be conveyed hy a drawing, which 
would be merely the reprefoitation of a re* 
fcmUance, To fupply this defefi^ howerer^ 
it is only neceiTary to raid a report oiade to 
the Inflitute of* Cairo, and publilhed by the 
elder Didot, in which Mooge has deicribed - 
and analyzed this phenomenon, with diat 
emdition and £igadty w which that phi1o« 
fopher is charadlericcd.^ 

On the approach of the army the Tillaget 
were abandoned, the inhabitants carrying <M 


* Seej IB the Mem«ir$ of the Inftitote at Qaixo^ a 
paper by this ingenious author on this optical pheno- 
meiKmi^lpchif^calMiMvYf^. Ta. 

with 
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with them whatever might have been ufeful 
to the iubiiilence of our troops. 

Piftachio-huts were the firft relief which 
the foil of Egypt afforded to the foldiery ; 
and of this fruit they never ceaied tq retain 
a grat:eful remembrance. On reaching the 
Nile, they plunged into that river without 
waiting to undrcfs thcmfelves, to altay their 
lidrH by the aiflion of the abibrbent vdlfls. 

When the army bad paiTed Rahmimieh, 
its prdgpefs on]^the banks of the river becaaie 
lefs difficult. I Ihall not follow it to aU the 
flatioQs . it occupied^ but ihall content my-* 
felf with obferving^ that on" the igth of July 
it was encamped at Amm-el*Dinar^ from 
whence Jt fct out on the following morn- 
tng» before . day-break ; and that, after a 
march of twelve hours, it reached the vici- 
nity of Embabey, where the Mamelukes ha4 
icoUefted their force, bavuig. ao cntre^cbcd 

campi 


^r 
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<:^mp9 filrrouhckd by a cluxniy moat^ and 
defended by twenty -eight pieces of artillery* 
As fbon as the enemy' was difcovered, the 
army formed; and when Bonaparte had 
given his final orders^ he iaid to the fbldiers^ 
pointing to the pyramid ; *' Pufli on, and 
" recoUeft that from the fummit of thofc 
"monuments forty centuries watch over 
" us." Delaix, who commanded the ad- 
vance-guard, proceeded to the other fide of 
the village ; Rcgnier followed to the: left-; 

* 

and Generals Dugua, Vial, and Bon, alfo to 
the left, formed a half-circk by approaching 
the Nile. Murad-Bey, by whom We wetc 
reconnoitered, and who could not perceive 
any cavalry, threatened to cut us up like 
gourds ; (this was his expreffion). In con- 
fcquence of this detcrminatipn on his fide^ 
the moft confiderable body of the Mamc^ 
lukcs, which was in front of Embabcy, 

moved. 
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moved, and charged Dugua'& divlfion with 
fo much impetuoiity^ that he had icarcely 
time to draw up his men. They tcccivcd 
the enemy with a difcharge of muikctiy, 
by which they were ftopped ; and, by a want 
of addreis on their part, were on the point 
of falling on the bayonets of *Defaix*s divi- 
fion. A fire by files, well kept up, was pro- 
ductive of a fecond furprife : the enemy he- 
iitated for a moment, and then, endeavour 
ing fuddenly to turn the divifion, paficd 
between thofe of Reynicr and Defaix,^ re- 
ceiving the crofs fire of both* In this way 
the difcomfiture of this body of Mamelukes 
commenced. Having no further pfqjc<9r, a 
part of them returned to Ehibabcy, while 
another part entrenched themfelves in a park 
planted with palm-trees, to the weft of the 
two diviiions, from whence they wxitc dis- 
lodged by our riflemen. They now took 

the 


the road of the dcfert of the pyramids ; and ' 
it was aftejTW&rds by theie Mamelukes that 
our paiTage into upper Egypt was disputed. 
During this time, the other drviilons, on ap^ 
praaching the village, found themfelves cx- 
poiqd to the fire of the guns in the entrenched 
camp, an attack on which was decided on^ 
Two battalions were formed, drawn from 
the divifions of Gcncrak B^n . and Menou, 
and commanded by Generals Rampon and 
IWbrmoitf, which were to proceed to the vil* 
lage, and turn the camp by the help of the 
moat. It appeared to the Mamelukes a 
matter of |io great difficulty to furround and 
deftrcy Bampon's battalion, which was at- 
tacked by the whole of thofe that remained 
in the camp« On this occafion, the beft di- 
retfted, and moft deftruiftivc fire was kept up 
by our troops i the Mamelukes, when they 
raade a pifetext of feekihg our alliance af- 
terwards. 
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tcrwards, told us, that they had flo concept 
tion of our refiftance. In rcalky, the bcft 
cavalry in the caft, perhaps in the whole 
world, was routed at the bayonet's point by 
a fmall body of infantry* Some of them 
had their clothes ftt on fifd by dur diicharge^ 
of mufkstry, and, having been mortally 
iRTOunded, were burned in the front of our 
tanks. . The defeat became general : they 
attempted to return to their camp, whither 
our ibldiers followed. them, and entered pell* 
mell with the enemy. Their guns fell into 
our hands ; and our diviiions, on coming 
up; lurrounded the village, and thus deprived 
them of that hope of retreat. In endea* 
vouring to proceed along the banks of the 
Nile, a tranfverfe wall obftfuded their pro* 
greis, and drove them back. Tbey now 
threw themfelves into the river to. join the 
army of Ibrahim-Bey, which was ftaidoned 

on 
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on the oppoiitc (idcy to cover Cairo. From 
that moment it was no longer a combst^ 
but a maiTacre. The enemy appeared to 
defile for the purpofe of being (hot^ and to 
cfcape from the fire of our battalions to be- 
come a prey to the waves. In the midft 
of this carnage, thefublime contrail, which, 
on looking upwards, was afforded by the 
clear fky of this fine climate, was very ftrik- 
ihg. A handful of French, led by a hero, 
had Juft fubdued a quarter of the globe ; ^ 
an empire hadjuft changed its ruler; arid 
the pride of the Mamelukes liad been com* 
plctcly humbled by the bayonets of our in- 
fantry. During this great and terrible fcenc, 
the refiilt of which was . to become fo im- 
portant, the duft and fmoke icarcely obfcured 
the lower part of the atmofphere. The morn- 
ing ftar, revolving over a fpacious' horizon, 
peaceably terminated its career*«-^a fublime 
Vol. I. I teftimony 
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tdbrabny of that immutable order of n^ 
txa^, which obeys the decrees of the Eternal 
in the cedmiliUnefa that tenders H ftiU inqre 
•ai^fiiL 

General Menou had> in coiifequeoee of 
his wounds> remained behind at Alexandiia> 
from .whence he was to pf oc^^d to Rofcttai 
to regulate the gortxnm^t, •and afterwaYds 
to make an e:(ctirfi6n in thii Delta* Fripr 
|x> Jais fetting out fof Cairo, he had prevail* 
ed oi) me to accompany him. oja thb oxcui?'' 
fion, to which I consented the moi^ r^dilyi 
from a perfiiafi on that it woiUld be more in* 
terefting, if tmdertaken prevtQufly to my vifit 
to tipper Egypt. Itt ad<lition tft thi$ con* 
jlderation, I was very gkd. to aipcompany an 
amiabk and weH-inicifmed mm, wUh whoiB 
I had been Several y^surs mtimate. 

We embarked <m board ajn adYiicq<^boat, in 
tiae new haxhoujr of Aleaaandria^ and ipent 

■ the 


r 


' % 




TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 13l 

the whole of the day in ^endeavouring to 
work out. Our pilot, who %vas unacquainted 
with the currents, breakers, and fhoals of this 
harbour, after having with fbmc difficulty 
ftccrcd clear of Diamond-point, nearly rart 
OS on the ledge oi the fmall fand-Jbank, and 
brought us to anchor for the night off the 
mouth of the harbour. I made a drawing 
of the fortreis (Fig. 1. Plate V.) conftrufted 
in the ifland of Pharos, on the fitc of that 
celebrated monument, equally ufeful and 

* 

magnificent, of that wonder of the world, 
which, after having taken the name of the 
ifland on, which it was placed, has tranl^ 
mitted that appellation to all the monu- 
ments of the fame defcription. 
Oi our fetting out the next morning, fate 

• • • 

WM equally unpropitious to us. Scarcely 
were we a few leagues out at fea, when a 

* * 

gale d[ win^ came on, in coniequence of 

1 2 which 
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which General Menou was {cized with a 

^ convulfhre fit of vomiting, which occafioned 

* 

him. to fall/ his head ftriking againft the 
breech of a gun. He was infenfible ; and 
as we were not able to judge of the danger 
which might refult from a large wound be 
had received; we had fbme notion of con* 
. veyjng him to the Orient, which was riding 
at anchor with the fleet off Aboukir, oppo- 
(itc to which place we were at the monaent. 
Our feamen being, however, of opinion, 
that in a few hours we might reach the 
Nile, we embraced this latter plan, as the 
one which would the fboneft" terminate the 
general's fufFcrings from fea-fxckneis. A few 
hours after, we found ouriclves, without 
knowing it, at one of the mouths of the Nile, 
which we recognized by the moft dreadful 
pifturc I have ever fcen. The water of the 
Nile, repelled by the wind, raifed to an im- 

mcnft 
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xnenic height ^hc waves, which were per- 
pctually forced back and broken, with a 
frightful noife, by the current of the river. 
One of our veffels, which had juft been 
driven on ihore, and which the waves were 
daihing in pieces, was the only mark which 
wc had of the coaft. Several other advice-* 
boats were in the fame fituation with our- 
felves, that is to fay, in the fame, perplexity^ 
approaching each other to hold a confulta-* 
tion, then iheering off to avoid falling on 
board and ; foundering, and unable tp hold 
any intercourfe except by loud ihouts. Wc 
were without a,coafting pilot, and were 
quite at a lois what courie to take. In the 
mean time the general grew worfe and 
worfc ; and we rcfolvcd .to reconnoitre the . 
bar of the river, for which purpolc the boat 
was hoifled out, and Bonnecarerre, a chief 
of baJMalion^ and myfelf, jumped into it in 

I 3 the 
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the beft way we could. We had fcMCtly 
quitted our veflel, when we fouiid omfehea 
in the midft of an abyfs, without being able 
to diftinguifh any other objedy except the 
curved topg of the waves, which threatened 
on every fide to fwaUow us up. At the dif- 
tance'of a third of a league from the akdvice- 
boat, we made ufelefs efforts to draw near to 
her ; I begs^n to feel 4he effcds of iea-fick* 
ncfe, and we were obliged to make iip our 
minds to pafi the night in the boat. I had 
juft wrapped myfelf up in my cloak, to be 
no longer a wttnds of our deplorable fitua- 
tion; when we paffed in the wake of a fe- 
lucca, from the fide of vthith I perc^^Ive^ a 
poor wretch, who had! ftllen overboatd in 
endeavouring to get into a boat, hanging by 
a rope. Wearied with the cfForts he made 
to fiippOTt himlclf in this perilous fituation, 

and hrs ftrength newly icxhauiled^ he leemed 

on 


on tbe point of lettitig go his hdki^ axid of 
feckitig a watery grave. This fpeftftck canifed 
in me fuch a revolution^ that ctiy fea^^fK:klid& 
went off. I bawle4 as loud as I could, and 
the. feamctt followed my eianlplc : our cries 
were at length heard by the people on boafd 
thcfducca. At firft they could hot com* 
prehoid what waa our drift, and fearchcd 
every where before they came to the aid of 
this poot Ciioature^ who had no ilreiigth left* 
At length th$y found bim ; arid it wa^ not 
too late to fn^ch him from defbu^ion. 

The time we had loft on tbi» occafion> 
mi the , e^rts we had made to keep to 
lymdward? in cafe our drowning man ihould 
have fallen into the fea, had placed us in a 
iitodttc^ wJwch cDabled «? to get on board 
our veflW. We effeded this without acci* 
dent, m4^ fQuad her precifely where we h^ui 
Wt h^, "Vfi^ut thofe on boiu'd knowing 

1 4 what 
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vhat courie to take. The wind was ibme^ 
what abated, but the ica very high. When 
night came, the violence of the ilorm was 
coniiderably ditninilhed. 

The general being too ill to come to any 
determination for himfelf, we held another 
council, in which it was decided, that we 
ihould put him into the boat in the beft 
way we cduld» being of opinion that the 
veffcl which was aground, and the breakers, 
would be a fufficient guide to us ; and that, 
by fleering between the two, we fhould find 
our way into the Nile. Our plan iucceed- 
ed : at the expiration of an hour we were in 
a line with the coaft, ^nd, turning iuddenly 
.to the right, glided along the tranquil bed 
of the fmpothcft of all rivers. Half an hour 
afterwards we were in the midft of a moft 
refrefhing and verdant country : it was ex- 

adly quittmg Tartarus to enter by the river 

• . . -• 

Lethe 
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Lcthc into the Elyfian fields. This tranfi- 
tion was the moft fcnfibly felt by the gene* 
ral, who was already able to lit up, and who 
gave us no other uncafinefs than from tHc 
depth of his wound, which no. one of us 
had had the courage to probe. 

Shortly after we faw^ to our right a fort, 
and to our left a battery, which had been 
formerly conftruAed to defend the entrance 
of the Nile, but which were now a league 
within. As thefe ibrtifications were not 
built until after the invention of gunpowder, 
and are confequently not niore than three 
hundred years <Jld, this circumftancc may 
ftrvc to fliow the progrels the river has made 
in gaining ground at its entrance. The 
former of them, to the weft of the river, 
is a fquare fortreis, flanked with thick towcm 
at the angles, and having batteries, in which 
«e guns twenty-five feet in length. The 

latter 
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Utter i^ ft /mofque> in the front olf^whtck 
is a battery in a ruinous Aat€> proTided with 
a fingle gun of twenty-eight inches bore, die 
ohly uic of which at prefent is to procure a 
iaf6 delivery to the pregnant women who iit 
aftride on it, 

V. An hour after, we dtfcried^ amidil foreih 
pf d^t^i. l^ananti, and fycamore tree$, Rofett8| 
fituated on the banks of the Nile^ which 
annually waflies the walls of its houies^ with- 
otit injuring . them. I made a drawing of 
this place before we landed, (See Fig. 3, 
Plate V.) 

Baichid, which the Europeans have named 
Boietta, or fioflet, ftands on the Boibitine 
branch of the Nile^ and near its mouth, at 
po great diiiance from the luins of the an* 
ctsnt dty of Bolfaitinmn, which muft have 
been iituated o«i an elbow of that rivers 
iiihcre at prcfent fbmds the convent of Abu* 

Mandur, 


• < t 
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Msmdiir^ at half a j^ague'^ dii^ee irom 
Bo&tta* This opinion relatiye to the fite 
of Bolbitinlim/ ia fui^portcd by the heigUtt 
wbick comixuuid the convent^ and which 
nraft have been formed bj earth thrown up 
by the river : as it is alio by feveral colunuiSj^ 
and other^ antiquitie^t which were found 
about twenlty years agp^ in repairing the 
eonvent* 

Leo Afiricanm fays, that Eafchid was^ 
buUt by a governor of Egypt^ during tb^ 
entire of the caliphs. He does, not mttk*. 
tion> however, the name of the caliph in 
wbofe reign it was built, nor the time pf ita^ 
feundatfOEw 

Koietta contains nothing curious. Its an-*. 
cient circumvallation implies, that it wa& 
once krger thah it is at prefent* Its original 
eompa& is afeertained by the fand-banks by 

whi(rh it is( covered from weft to fouth, and 
. . which 
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which have been formed by the walls and 
towers that ferve at this time as a nucleus to 
thefe accumulated heaps of fand. The po* 
pulation of this city^ as well as that of 
Alexandria, diminilhes daily. Very few 
houfes are built^ and thole which arc put 
together are made entirely^* with the old 
bricks of the buildings, which, being leift 
uniiihabited, fall to ruins for want of repairs. 
The houfes, in general better conftruded 
than thofe of Alexandria, are notwi^hftand- 
ing fo flight, that were they not favoured 
by the climate, which deifaoys npthing, not 
one of them would long be left ftanding at 
Ro^tta. The ftories, which projeA one 
over the other, at length nearly touch ; and 
this renders the fbects very difmal and ob- 
fcure. The houfes Situated on the ban)^ of 
the Nile are not fubjcft to this inconve- 
nience ; the greater part of them belong to 

1 foreign 
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foreign merchants. It would be very cafy 
to embellifh this part of the city, for which 
purpofe it would be fimply neccffary to 
build on the river*^ bank a quay, which 
ihould be alternately lined and .provided 
with flights of fteps. Thefe houfes, inde- 
pendently of having the advantage of a view 
of the river, have alfb the delightful profpcft 
of the Delta, and an ifland of about a league 
in breadth, pofleiling all the beauties of a 



« 

well cultivated garden. 

This ifland became our property, and the 
fpot of our daily promenades. We at length 
made it a park, in which we amufed our- 
felves wnth fliooting ; a plcafure which, was 
augmented by that of curiofity, flnce every 
bird we killed was of a kind with vvhich we 
were unacquainted. 

I remarked, that the, inhabitants of the 
left bank of the Nile, that is to fay, of the 

Delta, 


^ 
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Delta^ were more ibciable and civilized thait 
the otbers ; the cauie of which is^ in my 
opinion, to be afcribed to the enjoyment of 
a greater plenty, and to the abfence of the 
Bedouin Arabs, who, as they never crofs the 
nver, leave them in a iiate of tranquillity, 
to which thoie on the other fide are totally 
ftrangers. 

On inveitigatihg the caufes, we are almoft 
invariably leis (Hfpofed to imreigh againft the 
€sSc&s. Is it poilible to urge as fo many re«- 
proaches againil the Arabs who cultivate the 
land, that they are iuUen, miifaruftful, ava- 
ricious, improvident, and carelefs about the 
future^ when it is confidered that, indepen- 
dently of the exadions of the proprietor of 
the land which they till, and thofe of the 
covetous bey, and of the Sheik and Mamc- 
lukes, a wandering enemy in arms watches 
unceafingly the favourable opportunity to 

fnatch 
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fnatch from the induftrious Aiab^ whatever 
fuperfimtics h<^ may venture to difplay ^ The 
money which he can hide^t and which is a 
fcprcfentatrvc of every enjoyment^ is there- 
fore aQ that he can truly coniider as be* 

m 

longing to him. Accordingly the art of 
burying it in the earth is his principal ftudy; 
and ercia' when he has accompliCbed this^ he 
is not without his apprehefificms. .6yappear«» 
ing bdqre his mailers in rags and tatters» 
and vritli a ftudied difplay of wretchedaeis^ 
he can alone' hope to fecure from the graip 
of their avidity what he has hoarded ten 
gcther. It behoves him to infpire pity ; and 
not to commiiferate his lot would be to de* 
ndutu:e him. Anzious to amafs his danger* 
oos wealthy and unhappy when in the pof- 
feflkm of it> his life is fpent between the dii?- 
appointment which reiixlts from not having 
procured it^ and the fubfe(|uent droad of 
feeing it fnatched frofti him. 
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It is true that we h^d driven away the 
Mamelukes ; but on our arrival, in want of 
all the neceflaries of life, we found that, in 

# 

expelling them, we had not fupplied their 
place. And indeed, who but theie Mame- 
lukes could fubjugate and retrain the Be- 
douin Afebs, however badly armed, and 
however incapable of reiiftance, having no 
other ramparts than the Ihifting fands, no 
other lines than the wide expanfe, and no 
other retreat than the' immenfity of the dc- 
ftrts ? Had we endeavoured to bring them 
over to us by an offer of lands to cultivate, 
we know that in Europe the peafant who 
becomes a huntfman forbears from that mo- 
ment to cultivate the land. Now the B^- 

« 

douin Is a huntfman from his infancy, and 
habitually fo. Sloth and independence are 
the bafes of his charader ; and to indulge 
theone^ and proted the other, he is un- 

deafingly 
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ccafingly in an agitated ftate, allowing him- 
felf to be harafled and tormented by want. 
We had therefore nothing to offer to the Be- 
douins which could be equivalent to the ad- 
vantage of their plundering us;— a calcu- 
lation which is invariably the bafis of all 
the treaties they enter into. 

Envy; that torment from which the 
abode of want itfclf is not exempt, hovers 
alfo over the burning fands of the defcrt. 
The Bedouins, in waging war agajnft all the 
nations of the univerfe, confine their hatred 
and their envy to the Bedouins alone, who 
do not belong to their tribe. To them all 
wars are alike ; and as fobn as the tranquil- 
lity of Egypt is difturbed, either by an in- 
teftine quarrel, or by a foreign enemy, they 
take the fi«ld. Without attaching them- . 
felves to either party, they take advantage 
of the oonteft to plunder both. When we 
Vol. I. K landed 


146 TRAVKLS IN SOYPT.. 

landed in Africa, they difperfed tbemielves 
among our r^nks, and carried off the ftrag- 
glcrs,- in the fame way that they would have 
plundered the inhabitants of Alexandria^ if 
they had ventured from withinfide their 
fortifications, to try the iifue of a battle. 
Wherever the booty is, there the enemy of 
the Bedouins is to be found. Never back- 
ward to treat, bccaufe all the ftipulations 
made with them are accompanied by pre- 
fencs, they are true to no other engagenp^nt 
than .the one which ncccffity impofes. They 
are, however, neither cruel nor vindidlive. 
The French whom they have made prifbn- 
ers, in defcribing the hardihips they fufFcred 
•dairing their captivity, confidered them ra- 
ther as the effcft of the mode of living 
adopted by this iiation, than as ythe refult of 
their barbairity . Several of our officers who 
had fallen into their hands have told me, 

that 
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that the labour which was required of theiri 
Was neither cruel nor exceffive : they had to 
attend on the women, and to load and drive 
the aflcs 'and camels. It is true that it was 
ncccflary to encamp and decamp continually, 
for which purpbic all the camp equipage was 
kept packed up, and in le'fs than a quarter 
of an hour the cavalcade was in motion. 
This equipage confifted of a mill to grind 
the cbrn and coffee, of a round iron plate, 

, on which to bake the flat cakes, of a large 
coffee-pot, a* fmall one, a few dried goat- 
ikins to hold the wateV, a few lacks of corn, 
and the tent cloth, in which all thefc ar- 
ticfes were wrapped. A handful of roafted, 
com, and a dozen of dates, were the cufto- 
niaiy ration on the marching days, accom- 
panied by a fmall allowance of water, which, 
on account df its fcarcity^ had been appUed 

*o every other ptirpofe before it was cm- 
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ployed to allay the third. Thtffe officers, 
howerer, not having been galled by afiy ill 
treatnnent, harboured no refentment againil 
the Bedouins, whofe captives they had been, 
and whofe n^etched condition they had 
done nothing more than ihare. 

The Bedouins, deflitute of religious pre- 
judices, and without any external form of 
worfhip, are friends to toleration. Among 
them a few revtred cufloms fupply the place 
of laws ;^ and their principles bear the reicm* 
blance of virtues which anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of their partial aflbciations, and of 
their paternal government 

I Ihall here cite a trait of their hoipitality. 
A French officer had been Several months 
priibner to a chief of the Arabs, whofe camp 
was furprifed in the night by our cavalry, 
and who had barely time to eicape, his 
tents, cattle, and provifions, having fallen 

into 


into our hands. On the following day, fu- 
gitive,- foUtptry^ and without any rcfources, 
he drew from his- pocket a cake, and, pre* 
fcnting the balfof* it to his prifoiier, faid to 
him ; *' I do not know when we fliall have 
** any .more food ; but I ihall not be accufed 
^^ of havii^^g ttfofsd to ihare my laft raocfel 
" with one whom I efteem as my friend/* 
Is it poflible to hate jiich a nation, however 
ferocious it may otberwife be ? The fobriety 
of the B^douinsy when contrailed with the 
artificial wants we have created, gives them 
m evident advantage over us ; and I do 
ttot kqpw how fuch men can' be cafily fub- 
jugated, or brought over by perfiiafion. They 
will have the eternal reproach to urge againft 
us, that we have reaped rich harvefts op th^ 
tombs of tteir anceflors. 

So long as we were liot in poffeflion of 
Cairo, the inhabitants of the banks of the 

K 3 Nile, 
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Nile, coniidof ing our cxiftcncc in Egypt as 
very precarious, had made an apparent fub- 
miffion to our aripy on its pafling through 
their territory. Eatcrtaiping, however, no 
doubt but that our troops would be ipeedily 
annihilated by their inyiricib4e> ty:fants, tbey 
ba4 dared, either with a view to . obtain a 
p9rdoA from the latter fbr. having Submitted 
to us, or to indulge their propen(ity to plun- 
der; to colled at the water-^fidc, and to iire 
qn the barks which were either forwarded 
to the army, or were returning from the en-^ 
campments. Several of tfae& b^ks had 
been obliged to turn back, after hliving been 
czpofed to difcharges of muiketry for a /pace 
of fev eral leagues ; and theie attacks were 
more particularly n^ade by the ^qh^bitants 
of the villages of Mctubis and Tfemi/ A 
fmall armed vciTel and a detachment of 
troops were fent againft theifi ; and m this 

expedition 


expedition I was engaged. .Our iriftitidions. 
were of a pacific nature ; and,^ after takings 
hoftagcs, we accepted their fubtniilion. 

A few days after, another bark havings 
been difpatched for Cairo, no information 
could be obtained relative to her crew. ^We 
learned at length from the inhabitants themn 
f^lves, that ihe - had been attacked on tbfi 
other iideofFiia; and that her people, the 
whole of -^ whom had been wounded^ had 
jumped into the water^ and had been drifted 
on fliore by th? current. Haying vbeea mzdt 
prifoners, they had been conduced to Sal- 
mie, atid there ihot* General Menou, thirik-* 
ing it neceflary to make a great example^ 
two hundred men were put on board a half 
xebec, and feveral barks; and we landed 
within half a league of Salmie. One of the 
detachments' furrt)uhdcd the village, while 
another marched along the banks of the 

K 4 ' river ; 
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river ; aad a third, by which the circum-^ 
V^llation was to be ' completed, took up its 
ground two leagues below. We found the 
enemy mounted, and in battle array^ in 
front of the village. They were beforehand 
witb us in the attack, and came within the 
reach of our bayonets. Several of their 
leaden having been killed by ovur firft. <iif- 
charge of muiketiy, the ceft, finding them«» 
felves forrounded, loon fled. The third di- 
viiion, which was to have cut off their re- 
treat, mot being come iip in time, the iheik 
and his followers efcaped. The village was 
delivered up to plunder during the remaiin^- 
der of the day ; and when night camcj W99 
fet fire to« So long as the darkneis lafted^ tbci 
flames, and the difcharges of mufketry, gave 
notice to an extent of fix leagues rouhd, that 
the isengcance we had infli^d was tcfrrible 
arid complete. 
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Wc returned td Fua, where ajl the ihdH 
iBf£ the province had been convened, and 
were a£femfaled. They Hfteiied with refped 
and reiignation to the mahifefto; which wa< 
read to them, relative to the expedition, and 
to the hsfcB opt which the new t)t^anizati<m 
of Salmie was to be cftabliihed. Ah ahcMnt 
iheik was appointed^ in the room of the one 
whom the FresKih bad j«ft di<J)offeiSed aiid 
profcrjbed ; and he was ftnt to colleft the 
fugitive inhabitants of the village, and to 
bting in a deputation of them, which *ar« 
rived three days after*. The detachment by 
which the ancient iheik hiad been efcorted^ 
was well received bj the inhabitants; and 
the deputies told us, on their arrival, that 
they could recogntfe the paternkl feelings of 
thofe by whom their puniflkment had : been 
infilled. : They could perceive vciy ciearly 
that we meant them no harm, iince we had 

put 
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put to dcath^ nine only of the lofiendersj and 
had burned but one quarter of the village^ 
They confequendy regarded us as conqueron 
who knew how. to put bounds to our ven- 
geance* They added» that the fire Jbad been 
extinguilhed ; that the houfe of» t)ic lugitive 
fheikhad been defboyed ; and that they had 
prefented all the fowls and geeie tb^ had to 
the fbldiers> who had pjyUt a. period to the re-^ 
mor& by which- ; they had bpen tormented 
for three weeks paft. 

Wc cftabliflied an ordiiUiry poft at Sd- 
noticy in concert with the neighbouiihg diP 
tri<^s, and conchaded our expeditioh>'by, 
making a circuit through the country* In 
alLthe villages we came, to, we: met with a 
reception which went beyond the prai^ce 
of the feudal ^^em. We ^ were receiveii by 
tHc:principal:peribnage of the country, who 
laid the inhabitants ^undei: contribution fox 
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our mamtenahce. It was neceflaiy to be 
acqu^nted with the abufes before a remedy 
could be applied to them : independaitly o£ 
which, being feduced by the facility vrhack 
chance had afforded us, of obferving the 
cuftoms of a country, in the morals of 
virhich we were about to effeA a change, 
we for thi$ tin^e allowed things to rernatn 
as they wsere. 

A bonfe oC public entertainment, which 
badatmoil invariably belonged: to the Mame- 
luke, heretofore the lord atid ma&er of the 
village,, was furnifhed in a moment, accord- 
ing to the fafhibn of the ccmntr)^, with mats, 
carpets, arid cufhrohs. • A number of attend- 
ants, in ihe firft place, brought in per^ 
fumed water, pipes, and coffee. Half an 
hour afl^r^ards a carpet was fpread, and on 
the out^r part three or four different kinds 
of billed and cakes were laid in. heapsv the 

centre 
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oc&trc being covered with fmali dUhes of 
fruits, fweetmcats, creams, dsctihie greater 
part cE them pnetty good, and rcry highljr 
pexfumei^. This 3^as confidered but a& ar 
flight repaA, which was over in a few mt- 
utttes. In the courie, however^ of two hours, 
the fame : carpet was covered afirefli with 
tai^ loaves^ immenie difhes of ric^, eithey 
boiled in milk, orina rich gravyt'^foup; Jialvea 
of fheep badly roafted, large quarters^ of veal, . 
boiled beads of diiFerent animals, and ^fty 
or' fixty other diihes, all crowded together^ 
eomfifting of highl j-feafoned ragouts, vege*f 
tables, jeliic3, fweetmeats, and honey ii^ the 
comb* There • were neither chairs, plate;s^ 
ipoons,' forks^ drinkiog-gl^es, nor napkkis r 
each of the.>gi3eib, fqu^ted on ^e gtt»irid» 
took trp the nte in' his fingers, tore die ^Cat 
in pieces with bis nails, dipped the bread ia 
the ragouts, and wiped bis bandit . and lips 

with 
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With a fiice of bzead. The water was ierred 
in a pot ; and he who did the honours ol* 
the table took the firft draught. In the fame 
way, he was the firft to tafte the diSkrent 
dilhes, as well to prevent ^tis gv^fts from 
harbouring any* fu^icions of him, as to ihow 
them how firong an intereft he took* in 
their fafety, and how high a value he fet 
on their perfbns. The napkins were hot 
brought until after dinner, when each of the 
guefts wafhed his hands. He was then 
iprinkled over with rofe- water ; and the 
pipes and cofFee produced. 

When our repaft was ended, our places 
were occupied by the natives of the iecond 
clafs, who were very loon liicceeded by 
others. From a motive of religion a poor 
beggar was admitted : nett came the atten- 
dants ; dnd, laftly, . all thofe who chofe to 
' partake^ until nothing was left. If thefc 

repaib 
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repaib cannot boail: the convenienoe of ours, 
and the elegance by which the appetite is 
whetted, it is impoffible not to be ftrack by 
the abundance, by the frank hofpitality they 
difplay, and by the fobriety of the guefts, 
who, notwithftanding there are ib many 
dilhes, do not remain more thmi ten minutea 
at the table. . 
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CHAPTER V. 

IThe Britj/k Fleet defcried, and naval Battle 
ofAboukir — Formdthn of I/lands and Banks 
at the Mouth of the Nile — Falfe Reports fent 
to Europe of the Situation of the Army^ and 
natural Advantages of Egypt — March of a 
Caravan from Rofetta along the Coafi — - 
Wrecks of the Battle of Ahouklr — Penlnfula 
ofAboukir, and fuppofed Ruins of Canopus 
and Heraclea — Jackals^ — Return to Rofetta. 

/^N the morning of the firft of Auguft 
^■"^^ wc were mafters of Egypt, Corfu, and 
Malta ; and the fecurity of thefe poffeffions, 
annexed to France, fcemed in a great mea- 
fure to depend on the thirteen (hips of the 
' . ' line 
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line we had with us. The powerful E^ngliiU 
fleets which were cruifing in the Mediterra- 
nean, could not be fiipplied with ftores and 
proviiions without much difficulty and an 
enormous expenie. 

; Bonaparte^ who was fenfible of all the 
advantages of inch a poiition, was deiirous 
to fecure theie advantages^ by bringing our 
fleet into the harbour of Alexandria ; ^nd 
c^flered two thouiand fequins to any one who 
fliould accompliili this. It is faid that fc-^ 
veral of the captains of merch'antmen had 
ifbunded^ and found a \paflage for the fleet 

into the old harbour. The evil genius of 

■ ^ 

•France, however, counfelled and periuaded 
tifie admiral to moor his fhips in the bay of 
Aboukir^ and thus to change in one day the 
reiiilt of a long train of fiicceflcs. 

In the cotrfe of the afternoon chance led 
us to Abu-Mandur, the convent I have al- 
ready 
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ready mentioned, and which terminates ft 
plcafant walk from Rofetta along the river 
fide. (See Plate VI. Fig. 2.) When weliad 
reached the tower which commands the 
monaftcry, we defcried a fleet of twenty 
\5 fail.* To come up, to range themfelv^es in 
\ > a line, and to attack> were the operations of 
^ a minute. The firft (hot was fired at five 
Xi o'clock ; and ftiortly after, our view of the 
'^ ^ movements of the two fleets was intercepted 
xjby the finok^. When night came on wc 
. § could diftinguifli fomewhat better, without, 
;^hovvever, being able to give an account of. 
^1 what paffed. The danger to which we were 
^lexpofed, ^of falling into the hands of the 

* Throughout the whole of this narrative of the de* 

feat of the French fleet in Aboukir-bay, it fliould be re- 

collfiAed; that it is the.produftion of a Frenchman, who 

either would not, or could not, fee things precifeiy a$ 

I they were. There were fifteen fail only, including the 

'Mutihe brig.-— Translator. 
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fmallcft troop of Bedouins which might 
come that way, did not draw our attentioiaL 
from an event by which we were fo ftrongly 
interfiled. Rolls of fire inceffantly gufhin^- 
from the mouths of the cannon, evinced 
clearly that the combat was dreadful, and 
fupported with an equal obftinacy on botlt*^* 
fides. On our return to Roletta- we climbed 
on the roofs of the houies, from whence, at 
ten o'clock, we perceived a ftrong light, 
which indicated a fire. A few minutes after 
wc heard a terrible explofion, which was 

. followed by a profound filence. ' As we had 
feen i firing kept up, from the left to the 
right, on the object in flames, we drew » 
conclufion that it was one of the enemy^s 
fllips which had been fet fire to by our 
people ; and we imputed the filence which 

^ cnfued to the retreat of the Englifli, who, 
as our fllips were moored, were cxclufively 

in 
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in poffeflion df the range of the bay; and 
who, confequently, could peiieycre in> or 
difcontinue the cortibat at plcafurei At 
eleven o'clock a flow fite Was kept up ; and 
at midnight thfe a6tion again became gene- 
ral : it continued until two in the morning. 
?t^ day-break I was at the advanced polls j 
and, ten minutes aftei", the fleets were once 
more engaged^ At nine o'clock another fliip 
blew up. At ten four fliips> tjie only ones 
which were not difabled, and which I could 
diftinguifli to be French, crowded their fails, 
and quitted the field of battle, in the pof- 
ieffion of which they appeared to be, as they 
•were neither attacked nor followed. Such 
was the phahtomt produced by the enthu- 
fiaim of hope. 

I took my fl:ation at the tower of Abu- 
Mandur, from whence! counted twenty- 
five vcflels, half of which were fliatterfcd 

L 2 wrecks, 
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wrecks> and the others incapable of manoeK-* 
ning to afford them affiftance* For three 
days we remained in this ftate of cruel un- 
ccrtainty. By the help of my fpying-glaft 
I had made a drawing of this diiaftrous fcene, 
to be enabled the better to afcertain whether 
the morrow would be produAive of any 
. change. (See Plate VI. Fig. 2.) In this 
way we cherilhcd illufion, and Ipumed at 
all etidence^ until at lengthy the paiTage 
acrofs the bar being cut ofF^. aild the com- 
munication with Alexandria intercepted^ we 
found that our iituation was altered^ and 
that^ feparated from the mother-country^ 
we were become the inhabitants of a diilant 
colony, where we fhould be obliged to dc- 
pend on our own refources for fubfiftence 
until the peace. We learned, in fliort^ tiiat 
the Ikigliih fleet had furrounded our line, 
which was not moored fufficiently near to 

^ the 
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the ifland to be protedcd by the batteries ; 
and that the energy, formed in sl double 
line, had attacked our fhips one after the 
other, and had by this manoeuvre, which 
prevented them from afting in concert, ren* 
dered the one-half of the fleet witneft of the 
deftru<ftion of the other half. We learned 
that it was the Orient which blew up at ten 
o'clock af night, and the Hercule the foU 
lowing morning ; and that the captains of^ 

» 

the fliips of the line, the Guillaume Tell and 
Geuereux, and of the frigates, la" Diane and 
la Juftice, perceiving that the reft of the 
fleet had fallen into the enemy's hands> had^ 
taken advantage of a moment of laflitude 
and inadion on the part of jthe Englilh to 
cffeift their efcapc. We learned, laftly, that 
the firft of Auguft had broken the unity of 
our forces ; and that the deftru&ion of our 
fieet, by which the luftre of our glory was 

L 3 tamiflied, 
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tarniihed, had reilored to the enemy the 
empire of the Mediterranean ; an empire 
which had been wreftcd from them by the 
matchlcfi exploits of our armies, and which 
could only have been iecured to us by the 
exigence of our fhips of war, 
- Our pofition was entirely changed. In the 
poflibility of being attacked, we were under 
the neceifity of making preparations for our 
defence', for which purpofe a general infpec- 
tion of «ur different pofitions was made, the 
entrance of the Nile fortified, and a battery 
creded on one of the iilands. 

During one of our reconnoitering parties 
we returned to the hoghafsy or bar of the 
Nile, which was at that time nearly at its 
greateft height, and had an opportunity of 
ieeing the efforts made by the weight of this 
river againft the waves ci thie fea, which, at 
this feafQn of the year, are impelled twelve 

"^ hours 
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liours daily by the north wind, in a direc- 
tion oppoiite to that of the courfe of the 
river. From this conflid of contending 
waters there refults a fand-bank, which, 
gradually augmenting, becomes an ifland, 
and divides the current of the river, forming 
two branches, each of which has its diftinft 
fcelf The eddy of thefe Ihelves throws on 
the beach a part of the fand which the cur- 
rent had fwept along, and by this heaping 
up of ifand the two branches narrow by dc- 
gfces, until one of them gaining an afccn- 
dency over the other, the weakcft of them 
is choked up, and the ifland becomes main 
land. The branch which remains loon 
forms another fand-bank, an ifland, two new 
branches, &c. &c. In this way, it appears 
to me, the moft natural explanation may 
be given of thfe ancient geography of the 
branches of the Nile> as well as of the voy- 

t? 4 age 
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,age of Menclaus in Homer, and of the 
changes of the Delta, the fite of which 
might in the firft inftancc have been a gulQ 
thep a fandy beach, and,rla{lly, a cultivated 
country, covered with fuperb cities and 
abundant crops, 'and interfered by canals^ 
which, the foil having been either drained 
or watered with fkill, might have difpenfed 
abundance over the whole of the furface of 
this new country. Afterwards, in the lapfe 
of time, and in conicquence of the calamities 
infeparable from revolutions, Tome of the 
parts of this territory, thus gained from th^ 
fea, may have been defcrtcd, while others 
may have become fait fprings j and lakes 
may h^ye been formed^ next dbftroycd, and, 
finally, riJpfQdwced under a new modification 
of matter. Canals, choked up, ipay haw 
changed their courfe, and have been loft. If 
.tlw^ be granted, why, in our uncciitain n^- 
. .. fearches, ' 
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fcarches, do wc enquire where the Bolbitinc 
and Canopic branches of the Nile, the branch 
of Berenice, &c. &c. were fituatcd ? 

The plants which are produced in the 

• ■ - , ' 

firft place on the new land, are three or four 
kinds of fea weeds, round which the fand 
throws itfelf up in heaps. From its fur- 
face they fpring^ up afrefti ; and their fub^i- 
fequent decay furniihes a manure' which 
favouris the vegetation of reeds. Thefe reeds 
give a greater elevation and a greater folidity 
to the foil. The date- tree now appears, and 
ty its Ihade prevents the fudden cvapor-ation 
of the moifture, and renders the fori fruit- 
ful and produdlive, as may be fecn in the 
environs of the fortrcfs of Rafchid, from 
whence, in the time of the Emperor Selim, 
the guns had a full command of the iea^ and 
which is now a league from the ica*fhorc, 
furrounded by foreftsof palm-trees, beneath 

the 
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the fliadc of which other.fniit-trces flourifli, 
together with all the vegetables that are 
produced in the beft cultivated gardens. 

On this expedition I faw, at^the mouth 
of the river, a number of pelicans and jer1[)0S. 
On examining the fortrefs of Rafchid, I ob* 
ferved that it had been conftrudled of parts 
of old buildings; and that feveral of the 
ftones of the embrafures were of the fint 
free-ftonc of Upper Egypt, and ftill covered 
with hieroglyphics. On vifiting the fubter- 
raneous apartments, wp came to magazines 
filled with old arms and armour, fuch as 
crols-bows, arrows, fwordsin the fhape oi 
thofe ufcd in the time qf the cniiades, hel- 
mets, &c. In rummaiging thefe magazines 
a great number of bats as large as pigeons 
flew out. They were ihaped exactly like 
the wood-fauvette : we killed feveral of 
them. 

After 
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After the lofs of our fleet, a part of the 
troops which w^r? at Rofetta had been diA 
tributed in fftiall parties in the fortreflcs and 
batteries ; and as it had been found neceflary 
to keep up a communication between Alex- 
andria and Rofetta, by the eftablilhment of 
caravaos between thefe two places, by Abou- 
kir and the defert, and to employ a certain 
number of Ibldiers for the proteftion of thefe 
caravans againft thp Arabs, too few of them 
were left at Rofetta to do the garrifon duty, 
and to defend th<? place in the cafe of an at- 
tack. It was therefore decided to form a 
militia, to be made up of the travellers, 
fpcculators, and, in fliort, of all thofe idle, 
wandering, and irrefolute men, who came 
up from Alexandria, or who were already 
returned from Cairo. Thefe animals of a 
doubtful deicription, corrupted by the cam- 
paigns of Italy, having heard that in Egyp^ 

the 
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the harrcfts were the moft abundant in the ) 
univerfe, had imagined that the foitunes of 
thofc who ibould be the firft to take poffef- 
fion of fuch a country would be made to 
their hands. Others, of a debauched charac-* 
ter^ and whole minds had been* faictnated by 
the relations which Savary has givf^, had 
quitted Paris to feck new pleafures at Cairoi 
Others, laftly, had come out as fpecufators, 
to fupply the wants of the army^ to^watch 
the ftate of the markets, and to procure auid 
fell at a high price whatever the colony 
might need. The beys had, however, car-r 
ried off with them from Cairo all the money 
and rich moveable property ; anrf the popu- 
lace had pillaged the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants before we had obtain^ 
poffeffion of thia^t city. Bonaparte confidered 
the appointment of army-furniihers as un- 
ncceflary ; and the fleet of merchantmen was 

blocked 
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blocked up by the Englifli, Thefe tombmcd 
circumilances threw a dark clorid over Egypt, 
to thefe travellers at leail, who were furpriied 
at finding theihfelves in a captive ilate, de*- 
feated in their projeds^ and obliged to con- 
cur towards the defence and organization 
of anttilabliihment, the aim of which wsis 
no leis than the coniblidation of the fortune 
and glory of the nation at large* They ac« 
CQrdingl/> in letters deflined for France^ en- 
tered into the moil melaiKholy details ; and 
theie letters^ which were intercepted by the 
Englifh, contributed^to miilead them as to 
our real fitijation. From a perfuafion th^ 
Wc were idying with hunger, they fcnt us 
back our prifoners, to haflen^ the moment 
of our deftrudion; and publiihed in their 
newfpapers that one-half of our army was at 
the hofpitaU while half the remainder was 
employed in leading; the others who were 
^ blind. 
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Wind. At this time, however. Upper Egypt 
fupplied us abundantly with the bcft cori^ 
and Lower Egypt with the fineft rice. The 
iiigar made in the country cofts only half 
the price of the fugar in Franct ; and the 
innumerable herds of buffaloes, oxcn^ iheep, 
and goats, both belonging to the cultivators 
and to the Arab fhepherds, abundantly fupr 
plied a new consumption at the time of our 
landing, Securing to us plenty, aild even iix^ 
perfiuity for the future. To ^hefe refourccs 
we could add, as fb many luxuries for our 
tables^ fowl, fiih, game, vegetables, and fruit3 
of every defcription. Such w;erc the obje<5ls 
of prime neceffity and of luxury which Egypt 
afR)rded to thefe calumniators^ who were 
in need of gold to repair the abufe they had 
already made of it, and who, being unable 
to find any, could perceive nothing around 
them except burning fands, a perpetual fiiii* 

ihine> 
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(hine^ gnats and fleas, dogs which prevented 
them from fleeping, intradlablc hufbands, 
and v«^omen who difplayed their haggard 
necks, while their faces were veiled. 

Let us, however, abandon to the mercy 
of the winds this fwarm of butterflies, which 
colIeA wherever a glimpfe of funlhinc is 
to be caught ; and, glancing into futurity, 
fee our conquefts and the peace lay open the 
ports of Alexandria^ bringing thither fkilful 
and induftrious cultivators, uieful merchants, 
and, in ftiort, fettlers who, without terrify- 
ing themfelves bccaufe Africa does not re- 
femblc Europe, will find that in Egypt a 
man may for three halfpence have a fuffi* 
cicnt quantity of the beft rice in the world 
for a day's confumption : that a part of the 
grounds which the inundations have deierted 
may be cultivated by means of irrigation : 
that wind- mills, would raife the water to a 

greater 
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greater height than the machines with pots, 
which are at prefent employed, and which 
require fo much attendance and fo many 
oxen : that the iflands of the Nile, and the 
greater part of the Delta» have need alone 
of fettlers from the Weft Indies to produce 
the fineft fugar-canes on a territory which 
will not be deftrudive to the population : 
that on approaching Cairo, and on the other 
fide of that, city, a littje amelioration will 
fuf&ce to rival the plantations of indigo and 
cotton to be found elfcwhere : and that, 
while they are making a furc and handfome 
fortune, they will live under the benigo 
influence of a pure and healthy climate^ on 
the banks of a river of an almoft miracplou^ 
dcfcription,^ the advantages of which cannot 
be recapitulated* To conclude:, they will 
fee a new colony fpring up, vvith cities ready 
built, and with ikilful workmen, accuftonjcd 

to 
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to toils and inured tp the climate, by whofe 
Hid, and by the help of the canals which are 
already traced out^ they will in a few years 
create new provinces^ the . future abundance 
of which cannot be doubted^ iince it will 
depend on modem induftry alone to reflore 
to them their ancient iplendour. 

With rcipeA to our heedlefs £>idiers, they 
amu&d themftlves at the e^t^enfe of our fea« 
men who had been beaten; and haying heard 
tfaat Murad^Bey had a white camel covered 
widi gold and diamonds> their conrerfatioii 
was entirely engrd^d by Murad*Bey and 
his white camel. For my partj I was to 
viiit Upper Egypt ; and I laid aiide all fur- 
ther reflexions relative to our iituation until 
my return from thence. 

O^ excuriion in the Delta was retarded 
by feme pri^ffing bufineis which General 
Menou had to tranfa A. I refol vcd to avail 

Vol. I. M myfelf 
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myfclf of this delay , by returning and vi** 
iitihg by laild the part of Egypt> the coaft 
only of which I had fccn in coming from 
Alexandria by fca ; and for this purpofc I 
joined. a caravan to go in.queft of the ruins 
of Canopus. 

A confiderable number of the native in- 
habitants had joined the efcort of the ca- 
ravan : when, on quitting the city at the 
clofe of the evening, it began to ipread it- 

« 

felf over the yellow and fleek furface of the 
&ndy hillocks which furround Rofetta ; it 
produced the moft' flriking and pi^turefque 
effect iihaginable. The groups of ibldiers, 
thofe of the merchants in their different 
coftumes, fixty laden camels, an equal num- 
ber of Arab guides, the hories, ailes, foot 
travellers, and a few inftruments of military 
muiic, gave the.animated femblancie/ of one 
of the firieft pifturcs pf Benedetto, or, of Sal- 

vator 
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vator Rof^. As foon as we had defcendicd 
the hillocksj and pafTed the palm*trecs> we 
entered a vaft defcrt, the horizontal line of ^ 
which isbfoken by.a few fmall brick r mo- 
numents • alone, ' intended - to (>rcvent the tra- 
veller from lofmg himfelf in- the. wide . ex- 
panfe/ and without which the fniiiU^^ft error 
in the opening, of the. angle would "bring 
him, by a lengthened line, -into a. direftjon 
verydifFcrentfrom^the one he meant to t^e. 
We proceeded,, amid ..the filence of the .de- 
fcrt and of the night, :oYer incruftations of 

..falt,.which.gave fome ,fmall degree of foli- 
dity to, the moving fands, our cavalcade be^ 
ing preceded by a detachment of ibldicrs. 

.Next came the travellers, then the beads of 

• • • 

burden, and, laftly, another detachment tp 
prctcd: the convoy frbm the Bedouin; Arabs^ 

who, when they are not in fufiicieiit; forcse 

* 

to attack in front, fometimes carry off the 
^ M 2 ftragglers 
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^fbagglers t^ichin twenty pace^ of the reinr of 
thcauwvah. 

We reached the fca-fide it midnighti 
-trlien the riiix^ moan lighted up a new 
-fcene. The ihort, to the extent of lout 
leagues, was* covered hy wrecks, which ai- 
abled *us to iwax an eftimate of the ld& we 
liad fuftained at the battle of Abbukir. To 
'procure a few nailsj or a few iroii hoopsi 
*tiic wandering Arabs were employed ih burn- 
ing on the beach tbe mafts, gun-carriages, 
boats, tScc. which had been conftruSed aft 
io Tafl: an escpenfe in our ports, and even the 
"wrecks of i^^rhich were a treafurc in a coun- 
try where ib few of thelc objcAs were to be 
found. The robbers fled at our approach ; 
and nothing was left but the bodies of the 
wretched vidims, drifted on the loofaiand, 
by which they were half covered, and exhi- 
biting thepc a fpedacle es fublime as ter- 
rific. 
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jL^q. The fighlt o£, thcfe difti?pflSnft ol^e^^ 
plunged my IquI l>y, degrees in u, dpep me 
laocboly^ I endeavou;^d tp ihun thefc teif- 
{ifying fpe&rcs; but in vain ; b\1 thpijb ths^t 
came acroiJi roc ^ttraftcd my gtJentiQn. by 
their various attitudes^ and made different 
impreflion? on my mind. But a. few months 
befpjrc, young, replete with health, cpuxagq, 
iujidjbope, they had, by a noble effort, t^oijqi 
^hemfclves. frpnii the embraces of their wxcp* 
i^g mothers, fifh^rs, and wives, and fro^i the 
fe^bijs ftjuggles pf thcix tender infents* All 
thpft by ^hom th:gy w^re cherifllj^ifc l&id I 
. tpjHjyfelf, aj?4. whoj yi^l4n^ t» their ardpiir, 
\»^ aVftW^d ^m to dspiift, 4rQ ftill p|^r- 
}y^ W PW^^?' %J tfeeir ^,cc?1^, and fpt their 
^ rctura: waiting with avidity the news 
of fefeeir trimpph?, they are preparing Shafts 
fo;f X\\cix}j. ^nd cpuntipg the mpm.?pts as they 
pais, while the objpiSts of th?ir exp^jitioa 

M 3 ■ He 
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lie on a diflant beech, parched up by a burn- 
ing fand/ and having their ikulls already 

bleached To whom does that mangled 

(keleton belong ? Is it thine, intrepid Thc- 
venard? Unwilling to fuffer the amputa- 
tion of thy fractured limbs, thou hadft no 
other wifh to gratify than the honour of 
dying at thy poft. Thy impatient ardour 
would have been tired out by the delays of 
the operation : thou hadft nothing more to 
expeft from life ; but thou mighteft ftill give 
a ufeful order, and vyaft apprehcnfive of be- 
ing anticipated by death; Another fpeftrc 
fucceeds, having its arna raifed over its head, 

which is funk* into the land. • Slain in the 

» » 

fight, remorfe feems to have furvived thy 

courageous end. Haft thou any reproach 

to make againft thyfelf? Thy mutilated 

limbs atteft' thy courage ; and couldft thou 

♦ • _ 

be more than brave ? Is it owm^ to thy 

miftakes 
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miftjikcs that the wrecks which, the waves 
have thrown. up arc accumulated about thee? 
How. great is my regret, that my foul, filled 
with emotion at quitting thy remains, ^caA. 
only beftow on them unavailing pity. Who 
is this other, feated,. and with his legs (hot 
away ? He appears, by his countenance, to 
arreft for a moment the death to which he 
is already a prey ! It is thou, unqueftionably, 
coarageous Dupetitoire ! Receive the tribute 
of the cnthufiafm with which thou haft in- 
fpired me. Thou haft periflied ; hut thy eyes, 
in cloiing,; did not fee. thy colours ftruck ; 
and thy laft word was im order given from 
the de<:k to pour a Ixroadiidc on the enemies 
of thy country. Adieu : thy alhes are d6- 
nied a tomb ; but the tears of the hero by 
w horn thou art regretted, are . the unpe- 
rilhable trophy which will infcribc thy name 
in the temple of remembrance. Who is this 

M 4 in 
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in th6 Irteqail attitude of Aifittaotift mm; 
fwhdib iaft tdion tras di Aated bjr iviiiiom 
tind bjJiia duty ? His vievir is fliil direded 
towards tho Engltih.fleet. Like Bayard, it 
was his wiih to die with his face turned to* 
wards the enemy. His band is ibetched out 
towards a youthful corpfe, which 19 faft lui£* 
tening to decay. I can diftixiguifh, however, 
a lengthened neck^ and outftretched arms, 
{t is thoUf young hero, amiable Ca&lnanca } 
It can be no other. X)eatfa> inflexible deaths 
has unitdd thee to thy £ither, whom thou 
preferedft before life. Senfiblo and refpec- 
table youth> time held out to thee a promiie 
df future gloiy ; but thy filial piety made 
choice of death ; accept our tears, the reward 
of &y virtues. 

The fun had difpelled the darknefs, bot 
kad not dHIipated the gloomy comple:^on of 
my thoughts: the caravan, ho weyer^ on ftop«* 

ping. 


1 

I 


piqg^ apfMTiftd iDie tbiit «m wore at 0ie edge 
of the iake which fepoiates thcpkia ^ thiQ 
defert from the penfiofula, at the cdremity 
of which Abotikir is buik. This deep viA 
cxtenfive lake is the ancient Canopic branch 
which the Nile has abandoiied> and the 
banks of which have been forced backy and 
its bed enlarged^ by the preflure of the fca, 
which has found a ready entrance. Thii 
encroachment <m the lake^ which is daily 
gaining ground^ threiatens to deftroy the 
ifthmus which attaches Aboukir to themajA 
land, and over which the canal flows that 
conveys the water to Alexandria. The Ara- 
bian princes attempted to throw up a mound, 
which was never finiflied, or which, not hav* 
ing fufficient iblldity, yielded to the efibrt$ 
of the waves, impelled during a part of the 
year by the northerly winds. At preient 
there aire no other remains of this mound 

than 
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than two piers^ one on :each hank. A. to* 
pographicalplan of thispait of.E^p^ which 
is little, known,, and which has. been badly 
traced on all the. charts^ would fupply the 
means of reafonuig with efficacy on the dan- 
gers which may refult from. the fea's mo- 
tion, and of applying the remedies requisite 
to the fecurity of thq important canal which 
conveys the water of the Nile tQ Alexandria. 
. The difficulty of ferrying ovct the canal 
of Maadiel^ occ^ilon^d this, ihort pailage fo 
occupy nearly ,as much tinael as the reft of 
the route. .Onth.e oppofitc hank our^people 
were employed in erc<3:ing a battery to pro* 
te6i this^ communication ; virhich, without 
fuch a precaution, would be expofjbd to the 
enemy's attacks. We had fcarcely croiTed 
the canal when we had a proof of this : an 
Engljfh brig and a cutter, which had come 
purpofely t9 intercept us, fired..at ifts feveij 
- or 
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or eight bkHs. Our filerice inducing then^ 
to think that wc had nothing-* with which 
to reply to them, the Englifli, a few hours 
after/dctached from their fleet twelve boats^ 
together with the two veflels . above-men-* 
tioned, which fleered towards our work^ with 
crowded fails. .We imagined that they were 
about to attempt a landing : they came to 
anchpr, however, near the battery, and when 
night drew on kept up a heavy fire on us. 
We waited for the moon's Tifing; and as - 
foon as her light had enabled us to ^afcertain 
their pofition, ^ anfwered them in a way 
which was apparently ib advantageous, that 
on our fourth difcharge they cut their cables, 
left their anchors behind them, and flood ' 
out to lea. 

After having croffed the mouth of the 
lake, by following two fmall openings fkirted 
by fandybillocks, I at length reached the 

fuburb 
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fiibuib of Aboukir^ which bcais a ffcat k^^ 
ifembiauce to the city, from which it is fe-* 
parated by a diftvice of about a hundred 
aad £fty paces : the city and fuburb^ taken 
together, may confift of from forty to fifty 
bad houfes in a ruinous ftate, interfei^iiig 
the peuiafula, at the extreniity of which th^ 
fortreis ftands. At a diftance this fort^ef$ 
has a refpedable appearance ; the bafHox^ 
would, however, fall in on the third dif« 
charge of the culverins which ^re placf d on 
the ramparts, . and which are in a very ne» 
.gle6ted ftate : one of them, a, hnjCs^ {nece, 
carries a fifty pound balU Ijt wa$ fouxid oc-^ 
cefifary t:> Taze a part g£ the batteries^ a^d 
to form with the rubbiOi a platforix) of i^f- 
ficient fblidity to receive four of our thifty- 
fix poumlers. This precaution did not ap- 
pear to me to be of any great utility, ^s the 
fmall vefifels and launches which are ca- 

pable 


pabie ot carryii^ guns to battet the "walla 
dre prevented from lECppro^chhig this pD«* 
mol^toty by the tech ^d rocks which 4m^ 
tmni It. The enemy would tiot attempt a 
landing at this point ; and ihould it even be 
candied into cfk^, the feftreis could n^ithqr 
hold cnit, nor afford any fecuTi^ to troops^ 
or to a magazine^ unlefs lines were to be 
<Jonfthxded in front to defend the approac}i« 
On the whole, it appeared to me that k 
wmld have been better to deftroy the for- 
tr^Sy^nd fill up the ^lifterns^ preventing thus 
the .ttcGeffity of a garri!fond of no utility dur- 
ing t^e ^bience of an enemy, and wfaidh 
xx^i ntf^ fail to be blockaded, or forced to 
ibra:ider, the moment a hoitile landing 
ihould be efieded. 

I made a liird*s-eye view of the peiiin* 
fula, (See Fig. i .Plate VI.) 

In the etabirafure of the out^ gate of the 

fortreis 


jgO TRAVELS IN BGTPT. 

fortress I found four large ftones of dark 
green porphyry, and two long ftones of the 
moil compa^ flatuary granite. At the lAner 
gate I found, together with four other ftoiies^ 
a fragment of doric entablature, having tri- 
glyphs of a large (ize ' and fine execution. 
Thcfc fragments, and a few veftiges of foun* 
dations at the point of the rbck, are the only 
antiquities I could difcover at Aboukir, the 
fite of which cain never have undergone any 
alteration, iince the foil is a calcareous level 
which rifes above the bed of the fea,, and 
which is attached to the main land by an 
ifthmus too narrow to have allowed a con- 
ilderable city to have been built there. There 
, is, therefore, every reafbn to fiippofe that this 
was the fort or caftle, . facing the' fcsL, of 
Canopus, orof Heradea, which Strabo places 
at or near this fpot* . Before I reached Abou- 
kir, at half a league's diilance, I had pafled 

2 in 
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in front of the cifterns^ the conftriiAion of 
ivhich had been praifed to me. I returned 
thither^ and could find nothing befides three 
fquarc wells of Arabian ftrudlure^ fiirrpunded 
by heights which certainly contain ruins, and 
on which a large quantity of fragments . of 
earthen pots are heaped together, blended 
with the fand of the defert which the wind 
has carried thither. I fiifpei^ed that. Arabic 
towers h^d been fiink on this fpot, or, per- 
haps; that ft had been the fite of a . manu- 
faftory of pottery , or that thefe were the ruins 
of HeracLea.^ A few fragments of granite on 
the moft elevated part of the ground in- 
duced nae to prefer this latter opinion. 

On the following day I p/oceedcd with a 
detachment* along the weftem coaflr, exa- 
miniiiig all the finuofities and the fmalleii: 
eminences. In Lower Egypt the latter al- 
moft iavariably contain antiquities, by, the 

aggre-^ 
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aggregation <if vihich they were ^rigihallj 
formed. After a itarch t/£ tbree^quarters of^ 
an bour^ I foand ^ the hottom of the St^ 
CMd creek- a fmall pier foitmed of cxdoflal 
ftagments. t felt an itiexprcffible pleafure 
on pesoeiviflg, in the &rft infianoe/ a frag- 
ment of a hand, the firfl: phalan^ of which, 
fourteen ' inches in length> belonged to a 
fotue thirty-iix feet in height. The gramte> 
-workmanihip, ahd ilylc of this fragment, 
kft no doubt in mj tomd but that it be- 
longed to tike earlicft period of the Egyp- 
tiojis. By 1^ difpofition of this hand, a!§ 
.^ well OS by feverd fragments in its iricittity, 
and by the mere habit of examitoing Egy]^ 
tiAn ftatues, the pollure of which is fd litdc 

Taried, it is eafy to recognize in this frag*- 

• . . 

ment an Ifis holding a niloiheter. It might 
iieadily be itettiovcd from the ipot where it is 
placed ; but this would greatly diminifli its 

** value : 


Value : near it are ij^vcral fragments of archi* 

tcfturc, the dimen(l6T» of whicb^ evince that 

t&^y oiicc belonged to a capacious and hand-* 

feme edifice of the doric order. Thefc ruins 

have for ftveral centuries been wa(hed by 

the waTes> without having been disfigured ; 

iniomuch that it would appear to be thc^ lot 

of Egyptian monuments of every defcrip* 

tioh to reiifi alilse the ravages of time and 

of man. Nearer to the feS'-fide, and fur-* 

rounded by the fragments of this colofial 

ftatue, is a^tue of a fphin:x^ the head and 

fore l^s of which are mutilated, as far aS 

the petrified plants and fmall ihells with 

vvhich they were cncr<ifted Would enable 

me to judge. Its ftylc attcfts that it is the 

work of a Greek fculptor. It is not of gra* 

nite, but of a free-ftone which refembles 

white marble^; and which has a tranfparency 

not to be met with in this fubfts^nce out of 

Vol. I. N Egypt. 


Ip4 MAVfiLS. IN ioYl^T. 

Egypt. Ita height is thirteen or fourteen feet 
At fome diftancc^ amid fragments of enta-* 
blatures iimilar to thofe I have already de-* 
fcribed, is another ilatue of Ifis» fufficientljr 
well preferved to allow its poiition and at*- 
titude when {landing to be afcertained : its 
legs arc broken^ but the fragments are at its 
iidc. This ftatue is of granite, and is ten 
feet in height/ All thefe antique ftatues and 
fragments appear to haye been placed on 
this fpot to form a pier, and to fenrc as a 
breaker for an edifice which ha^ been fioce 
dcftroyed, and which, if ah opinion can be 
formed from its fouhdations, mtift have beeh 
a fca-bath, the plan of which is ftill to be 
traced in the interfered rock. The part 
which is not covered by the fca, . has con- 
duits for Uie water, conftru^led in brick, 
over which cement and pouzzolana have 
been laid, 

« 
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, At a diftanec of nearly half r a mile from 
theiice^ proceeding inland^, ahdapprMdiitig 
AksEandnsiy are &yeral ibundaiions tosk^ 
ftrud^ed ifi brick, the plan of which caiiaot 
be perfedly made out, but ^hich^ from fe- 
vcral . fragments " of buildings well qxjccBted, 
appear to have belonged to edifices of fbmc 
importance. -Near them are feVeral c6rin« 
thian capitals in marble, too much decayed 
to be meafuted, but which muft have ap« 
pertained to baies of the fame fufaftahce : 
the columns to which they belonged mlift 
have been twenty inches .in diameter. Far- 
ther on ate a great number of fragoiients of 
columns of rofe-coloured granite, flufed, and 
ail of them of the lame iizc, of the . fame 
fubftance, and wrought with the iame care, 
being incanteftably the ruins of a large aod 
/uperb t^mpleof the doric order. From the 
accounts which Strabo has traniiiutted to us 

N 2 relative 
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t^^w tb this part of Egypty mm! from 
what I hftVte juft d^feri bed, mof« particuiM-Iy 
tb6 latter ibi;gmeilts^ i had not the fmalleft 
doobt belt that thefii "vmrfe the nuiis of Ca- 
Txfpiu^ mi tfabfe of itfe teoiplr^ boitt by the 
GttelBSy ihk vroifiifp of which viod with that 
of Laiftpiums ^^^of that inifacolopos temple 
m w^ch old ixten learirtred their ywCh, aod 
ihe fvck tlieu: health. The bath I hare juft 
mentioiied was perhaps ooie of the means the 
ptiefts ismployed to vroA the& wottdess. 

The ibii has pre&rvtd xtone of the laxori* 
otifnefs of the iite of ancient Qunpus^. A 
few hillocks of . land and zntns in .bxsck> large 
- Iqtntre blocks of graiiite, without htcco^-- 
phics, and without any determinate fliape 
to atteft to wiiat kmd of cdsficeaand to what 
lige they belonged ; arid, hAly,: a few imalt 
rallies, aft baeren as the heights %: ^hifch 
they are Jbrmedr are^ all di^t (remains of ^ 

city,r 
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city, once fo 4^i^btf«l, the fit^ of wfakk 
^as now a vf'M and difpial a^^. it |» ^ruc 

tkat the ce^ti^l of whi^h Sttabp ipc^k$» wbkli 
extended from Al^Ks^dxm to £l$uima^ Jind « 
branch of which reached and beftoved a rcr 
frdhihg,coolne6 on Canopvi9» has ib entbely 
difappqaredj that (he tr$ic$s of it cannot hi 
difiinguiihed^ nor the poffibilit^ of its exiftr 
cnce at prcient conceived* There 9X9 nQ 
longer any remains of water in its enviroQSj 
uulcfs in a few wdls or ciftc^ms,. which cop^-^ 
tain an i^con^d^rable quantity, a9i4^ vflufih 
^xc ib ^aprow and dark> that neitbqr their 

■ 

di^raffTriTons nffs depth can^ be nif afured. Id 
jhoft/. that fciity^ the &at of .voluptuous dc- 
Kg^tsi^ tuwhicih the votafie^ of pleafiire re- 
fortcd> is. T>pw become a ijefert, frequented 
by the Jacl^als and the Bedouin, Arabs. I did 
not encounter any of the latter ; but 2 met 
with ^jackal which I (liipuld h«|ve t^ken for 
. N 3 a dog. 
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A 6^gf if I bad not had an opportunity ta 
Examine very ni'tnutely his pointed nofe, his 
<Kre6ied ears, his length of tail fweeping the 
gK>und, and his coat of fur like that of the 
fox, to whom he has a greater refemblance 
than to the wolf, xiotwithftanding the jackal 
is confidered as the wolf of Africa. Not 
wifhing to weary the. patience of the efcort 
by which I had been accompanied, I re- 
timed to Aboukir, where I found di^atches 
for the commander in chief, which were 

about to be fent fcnt off by a detach mentJ 

. '• ' ♦. . . ' • • ' 

This opportunity of quitting fo difmal a 

fpot gave nie an inconceivable pleafiire. 

During the ilay I had made there, I had 

H/tvcr been able to banifh from my mind that- 

t*he fortrels was a ftatc-prifbn in which I was 

confined; and the adjacent rock, agairift 

which the waves inceffantly dadied with a 

frightful noife, the whittling of the winds. 


r 
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the whitenefs of the foiU which hiirt the 
fights every thing, lii fhoTt, in this melan* 
choly abode, afflifted and chilled my iouL 
On quitting it, I fancied that I had efceped 
from a ty^rant by whom I had been held 
captive. 

Th^ night was ib dark that we had to 
grope our way, at times wading through 



the fea, at others in the midft of thickets by 
which wc were torn, and ftumbfing every 
now and then among the wrecks whitb 
were fcattered on the beach. At three in 
the morning we reached Rofetta> where I 
repofcd myfclf voluptuoufly, not on my bed; 
£Mr I had not feen one fince my departure 
from France, but on a dean mat in a cool 
chamber. 


N4 CHAP- 
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^ CHAPTER VI. 

I 

Anniverfary Feq/t on the Birth of Mahomet — - 
• Mu/ic of the Egyptians-'-^Vartom Races of^ 
' People in' Rojetta, Copts; Arabs, Turis, 
Greeks, Jews, AbyJJlnians-^Adgis, or Pjl- 
grims from Mecca — Egyptian Women. 

9 » 

. « - 

TT W95 the anriiverfvy of t;hc b^tfe pi^ 
^ Mabcisnet ; 4n4 \vc wcrp fUrpjrifcd to fij^4 
^at. 00 ^repvations were making to cek;^ 
^ate this ffftivali the moil ibleiQn io. thc^ 
A^rabic hegira. Towtrd* the clofc c^f tbo 
^vcQiag Gexicral MeiK>u fcnt for the mufiijr 

« 

^hofe honours and emoluments bft4 \^^ 
Ve^^fitQ^ by o\M^ arjrivaU His ^we^ bw^. 
cvafivc, the other magiftratcs, on tjicir b^n 
ing qucftioned, faid that they had purpofed 
to make the cudomary preparations.; but as 
they were only able to aA as, inferiors in an 

affair 


• « 
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sifiair "whidti !\V99 in tbe department of thtit; 
colleague th^ ttrnfu, they h^d been obliged 
to wait his orders on that head, The pricfi; 
^astbus una>a&e4. Xvik? 4 true coiurtier» 
be had daily aik^d and obtained xiew fa<^ 
TOUTS* The oppgrtunityj l^owcvcr, prcient* 
ing itfelf of infilling intQ t\ip n^inds of the 
peopl^^ that wc oppofed what was one of 
the GQoil folema ads of their worihip^ he 
}>ftd fetz^d it with avidity. His ftratagem 
was* rewarded in the eailem manner : no- 
tice WQ& lent to^him that the feilival ihould 
commen^se without delay ; and on his ob-* 
£^rvi^« that there coi)ld not poffibly be fUf- 
£<:ient time to make the ncceffary prepara- 
^imSf th< general told him> that if it was too 
late tp celebmte the feftival, he Ihould be 
under the ncceffity of fending him, the 
mufti> to priibn. This had the defired ef- 
£^ ; In a quarter of 911 hour the feftival was 

• proclaimed. 
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proclaimed, the dty illuminated, and hymn* 
of piety blended with thoie of rejoiciag and 
gratitude. 

After flipper we were invited td repair to 
the quarter of the firft civil magiftratc, iti 

^ • 

the front of whofe houfe we found all the 
preparations for a Turki(h feftival. The 
ftreet was the* affembly-room, which was 
lengthened or contraded according ta the 
number of gaefts. .- An alcove covered with 
carpeting was occupied by the diftinguifl^ed 
perfbnages. Fires, combined with a number 
of fmall lamps and large tapers, formed a 
tv'himfical illumination. On onc/iidejieas^ 
band of martial mufic, confifting of ihort 
fqueakrng hautboys, fmall kettle drums, and 
large Albanefe drums. On the other Were 
ftationed violins and fidgers ; and, in the 
middle, Greek dancers; and attendants pro- . 
vidcd with fweetmeat^i coffee, (yrup^, role- 

water. 
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water, and pipes. In this way the feftlval 
was furnilhed. 

As foon as we were feated tho martial 
mufic commenced, A kind of leader of the 
band played alternately two different lairs, 
which the ether muficians repeated in cho- 
rus. Whether it was owing to the calmneis 
of the atmofpherc, or to a wifli of introduc- 
ing too many flourifhes into it, it £o hap*, 
petied that the fccond meafure was a true 
cacophony, a difcordance of faarih founds^ 
as difagreeable to nice ears as it was enchant- 
ing to thofe of the Arabs* I noticed parti- 
cularly , that the leader of the band invaria- 
bly took up each of the airs with all the im- 
portance and enthufiafm of an infpired i/»- 
pr&vj/itore, and that, when hi« nerves ap- 
peared to b^ no longer able to iupport the 
energy of expreffion he tried to beftow ort it, 
the chorus came to his aid with the lame 

unvaried 


QP4 XltAV£L$ IX £OYFX« 

itnvsMTied di^nance. The vioIitiS) whic^ 
wore more tolerable, afterwards played an air, 
i|i the byrdeii of which a fmall portion of 
melody was overcome by fupcrfluoiis orna- 
ments. The naial twangs of an inipired 
finger were fuperadded ta the failidious ibft* 
Qcfs of the femi-tonc3 of the violins, which, 
conftantly (hunning the key note, fell intQ 
the iecond of the key, and inrariahly' ter- 
minated by the diefis^orimperfe^ferhi^'tone 
immediately beneath the key^rnotc, nfi in the 
Spanifb fbguidillas. This icnsiy^be confid^red 
as a proof that the refid^nee of thQ A^^s in 
Spain introduced into that ^ingdopa th)5 
ipccie^ of mufical compofition. Aft« this 
couplet, thi violins took up thef f^me fb^m 
with new variations, whitih the finger 4ii^ 
gulfed by 4 Iharp movement, witij hfe had 
entirely loft fight of jthe air, falling into the 
wild expreffion of founds, without barniony,^ 

and 


«i^ without priticipi^« This was what^ 
hwmttr^ charged his audttcny ftUl meat 
mimott. ^tbt dance which followed was 
^ the fatlie 4e{ctiptioii with th^ iingiiig : it 

ft 

ivas ftot the e^i^preffiati of joy, of of gaiety^ 
butof ih iSttrattigatitpiedfure,' which made 
faa% &4des towards lafcivioufnds ; and this 
i¥as the ttiore diigu{):ingi as the performers/ 
all .ef them of the male {et, prefentcd m the 
mbft ifldecefit way icettes which k>ve has 
lefeived lor the two fezes in .theHle&ce and 
ttiyfttrf of the night/ 

A Tatidty of trifling drdimifttfDces oh^ 
traded themietvea to delay our great tisca^ . 

ft. 

(ton, atid to retard the objeft of my journey. 
Being under the neceffity of ccmfming my 
obfervatiotts to what was immediafcdy aiaout 
me> i remarked how eafy it was to diftini- 
guiih^ in the yariety of figures^ the different 
lacc^ of the individuals who x;ompa(b the 

popula- 
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population of Rofetta. It Uruck me that 
thiscity^ a ilation of inteOiiedlat^ commerce, 
muft neceflarily have colIcAed; together per-- 
ions belongidg to all the nations of Egy^r 
and have preferved tl|em more s^part and in 
8 better <ihara6lerized ftate than in ^ great 
^city, fuch as Cairoi where the relaxation cjf 
.loorals muft have croiTed them> and caufed" 
them to degenerate. I accbrdiqgly fancied 

ft 

that I coiild diftinguifli in the Coptf the an* 
dent Egyptian ftock, a defcription of fWar- 
thy Nubians, fuch as we .fee them repre-^ 
iented on old fculptures, with flat fori^heads^ 
eyes half clofed and raifed yp at the anlgles 
bt^ cheek-bones> a broad and flat t^oie yef j^ 
ihort, a large flattened mouth placed . at a 
confiderable diftance from the nofe> thick 
lips, little beard, a fliapdefs body, crooked 
leg^ without any cxprcffion in Ae- contoufi 
and long flat toes. Ignorance, drunkennefi^ 

cunning. 




€uttnsng> and finefTc^ a£e the fnoral qualilics» 
by which thcfe atocient poflcflqrs of Egypk 
are <:haira6le/ized. I'he firft pcrbd of their 
^gradation, toay be taken from their futju^ 
igation by Caihbyfes^ that jealous and wrath*- 
ful conqueror, who governed by tentw, 
thanged the kws; perfecuted religious wor- 
ifliip, mutilated what hei could not •defttcgr, 
and degraded his conquefl the better ito &b- 
iiiit it to his yoke," Th« fec6nd [^erFod was 
the perfecution of Dibclefian, whfcn Egypt 
had embrdeed the catholic perfuaiipn : this 
periecution, to which the Egyptians iubr 
mitted as faithful martyrs, pi^epared thexiA 
very naturally for the iubjugation ofthe Ma^ 
hpnptetsuis. Under the late government ihcjr 
were become tl)c a^nts and brokers, of tfat 
beys and kiafche&, whom thej plundered 

# 

daily. What they had thus obtained wa^ 
however, merely held in trujl^ as they wcrp 

mad6 


jnade bj a fimt to rcfiore iti bulk what tke)r 
had amafled m detaiK It wa» on thi^ ac^ 
count- that the art tb«y emplo^red in con- 
coding what thi^ had acqiiifed, was greater 
dan the ihtpudence they had difplajted m 
ka ac^juifition. 

After th« C<^i £ome tli6 Arabs, the moll 
Aumctoitt of the inhabitants of modern 
Egypt. Without |)oflc(fittg an infiu^ttce pfoi- 
pordoned to their numbers, they feerii to be 
|>laccd there to people the countty, to aai^ 
titate the lands, to tend tht flocks, or to be 

> _ 

theinfclves in the degraded ftate of aniteala. 
Thty ate, however, lively^ and have a pene* 
trating phyiiognomy. Their eyes> which, are 
fiink lit and overarched, are replete with vi-^ 
racity and chara^er ; ail their proportions 
«fe angular ;, their beard is (hort and hang- 
ing m ^laments} their lips afe thin. and 
<»Nm, dtfph^ing fine teeth ; their arms are 
V - : flefliy ; 
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flcfljiy'; knd in other reifpeAs they are itaorc 
adivc thati Handfome, and rtiorc niufcular 
that! well leaped. The charadcriftic trails 
1 have juft deicribed are moft common in 
the ftnall villages and folitary habttatioris, 
and more particularly among the inhabi- 
tants of the defert. Three claffes of thefe - 
people, altogether different from ca6h other, 
arc, however, to be diftinguifhed, Firft, 
the Arab fliepherd, who feems to belong to 
th<t original. ftock, and who refembles the dc- 

» * * 

Icription. I have jtift given. Next, the Bc^ * 
douin Arab, on whom a rtiorc exalted inde- 
pendencei and the ftate of warfare in which 

he lives, hare beftowed a oharaAcr of favagc 

, . • ► . • ' • ■ 

ferocity, as may be fecn in the portrait. (Fig. i . 
"Rate XLVlil.) the Arab from whotn 
this portrait 'was taken was a chief of a tribe, 

whorii I drew the moment after he whs 

> 

tfiadc prifbner, when' he thought he was 
Vol, I. O about 
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about to lofe his head. Laftlyi the Arab 
cultivator, the moft civilized, th^ moft cor- 
rupted, the moft degraded, in confequence 
of the ftate of bondage in which he is held, 
jand the moft varied in peribn and in cha- 
ra<£ler, as may be remarked in' the heads of 
the fhciks or chiefs of villages, in thofe of the 
fellahs or peafants, in thofe of the boufac- 
kirs or beggars, and, finally, in, thofe of the 
artifans, who conftitute the moft abjeA 
clafs. Thefe two clafTes of Bedouins and 
cultivators are fprung from the preceding 
one, that of the Arab fhepherds. 

The beauties of the Turks are more dig- 
nified, arid their fhape more delicate. Their 
thick eyelids allow but little expreffion to 
the eyes : the nofc is thick ; the mouth and 
lips handfbme ; the beard long and bufliy ; 
the complexion lefs fwarthy ; and the neck 

plump. In all their geftures and motions c£ 

.the 
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the body they arc dull and heavy ; and this 
folcmnity of gait, which, notwithftanding 
the nullity of their authority> inipires a cer- ' 
tain degree of awe, they miftake for dignity. 
They poffefs a beauty which ^ cannot be de- 
fined, or a reafon given why it ihould be con- 
fidered as fuch. This is not the cafe with 
the Greeks, .who muft be clailed among the 
foreigners by whom focieties diiHn<fl from 
thofe of the indigenous inhabitants arc form- 
ed. The fine delineations of their form^ 

their arch and penetrating eyes, and the dc- 
Ucacy ^nd flexibility of their traits, bring to 
the remembrance all that the imagination 
has figured to itfelf relative to their ancei^ 
tors, and all that their monuments have 
tranfmitted to lis. to atteft their elegance and 
their tafte. The degraded ftate to which 
they have been reduced, through a dread 
which the fuperiority of their intelledual fa- 

O 2 cultics 
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^ulties fltll inipires^ has rendered many of 
them wily knaves. Were they, however, 
left to themielves> they would perhaps be* 
come in a Uttle time what they formerly 
were, fubtle and ambitious. Of all the 
nations on earth this is the one which longs 
the taoA ardently for a revolution, from 
whatever quarter it m^ come. On (Mir 
taking pofleffion of Roietta, at an entertain*^ 
ment which was given, a young Greek 
tame i^ to me, kiiTed my ihoulder, and, 
with his finger on his lips, without tittering 
a fmgle ijrllable, flipped privately into my 
band a nc^gay which he had brought me> 
This iimple demonftvadon completely unr 
folded all his icnfationsr and was eitpreffiye . 
of his political fituation, bis £tan, and his 
ftopes. 

Nc3ct come the Jews, who ^e in Egypt 
what they are <?very where ;— hated, with- 
out 


/ 
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out being dreaded ; defpiied and perfecute4 
inceiTantly, without ever being expelled; 
plundering conftantly without being vctf 
rich ; and rendering themfelves uieful to all 
the world at the fame time that their only 
incentive is felf-intereft. I do not Jknow 
whether it is owing to their being nearer, to 
their own country that their phyiical cha* 
ra<5ler is better preferved here thto clfc* 
where : it ftruck me, however, very foifci- 
bly. Thofe among them who arc ugly rc^ 
iemble our Jews ; while the handfpme onedj 
and more particularly thofe who are young* ^ 
be^r a ftrong refemblance, in point of characr 
ter, to the head which painting has handed 
down to us of Jcfus Chrift* This feems tp 
prove that the portrait is traditional, and 
that it is not to be dated from the fourteenth 
century and the revival of the art3. See the 
head which I have drawn, (Fig. d» Plate 

.03 XJ.VIII.) 


/ ♦ 
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XLVIII.) it is that of a young Jerufalem 
Jew, and may be adduced in fupport of my 
obfcrvation. In the great cities of Egypt 
the Jews contend with the Copts for the 
places in the cuftom houfes, ftewardlhips of 
eftates, and, in general, for whatever requires 
calculation, and fupplies the means of amafT- 
ing and concealing a fortune well or badly 
acquired. 

The charaAeriftic traits of another race 
of men, who are very numerous, are ftrongly 
delineated. Thefe are the Barabras or peo- 
ple from the upper countries, inhabitants of 
Nubia, and of the frontiers of Abyffinia, In 
thefe fervid climates nature has, in an econo-- 
mical mood, denied them every fuperfluity. 
They have neither flelh nor fat, but fimply 
nerves, mufcles, and tendons, of greater elaf- 
ticity than vigour. They perform by a6ti- 
vity and addrels what others^ ciFed: by 

ftrength. 
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ftrength* It would fcem as if the barrcnnefi 
of their foil had exhaufted the fmall portion 
of fubftance which nature has beftowed on 
them. Their ikin is of a iliining and jetty 
black, exadly fimilat to that of antique 
bronzes. They have not the fmalleft re* 
fomblance to the negroes of the weftern parts 
of Afri<:a. Their eyes arp deep fet and fpark* 
ling, with the brows hanging over ; the nofe 
pointed; the noftrils large ; the mouth wide; 
the lips of moderate dimenfions ;^ and the 
hair aiid beard in fpiall .quantity, and hang- 
ing in little locks. Being wrinkled betimes, 
and retaining their agility till the laft, the 
only indication of old age among them is the 
whiteneis of the beard, every part of the 
body renjaining flender and mufcular as in 
their youth. Their phyfiognomy is cheer^- 
ful ; and they are livtly and well difpofed. 
Xhey are moft commonly employed to guard 

4 th# 
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* is bcftowcd on the title of a^^i or pilgrim, a 
title proudly borne by thofe who undertake 
the journey to Mecca, are the levers which 
alone could move the indolence of the 
eaftem nations, and urge them onto fuch an 
undertaking. To thefe incentives, however, 
may be added the right which the adgis 
aiTume to themfclves, of relating during the 
remainder of their lives, to the other mufful- 
mans, on whofe credulity they impole, all 
that they either have or have not feen. I 
may perhaps be accufed of a fdaall iliare of 
adgifm in the travels I have undertaken, and 
of braving difficulties with a view of impart^ 
iHg to Others a portion of my enthufiafm, 
My own curiofity, however, iets my con- 
fcience at reft, being aware that my ftyle is 
not over fafcinating, and that my drawings 
have nothing but their fidelity to boaft. 
Fourteen Mamelukes, who were without 

7 doubt 
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doubt an encumbrance at the head-quarters, 
had been fent to Rofetta. I examined them 
very attentively, without reflefting that they 
do not belong to any particular nation, but 
arc compdfed of people of all countries. Ac- 
cordingly, among the few I had an oppor* 
tunity to fee, I did not find one who had a 
phyliognomy fufficiently charafterized to be 
. worth the pains of drawing. Several of 
them were, however, natives of MingreKa 
and Georgia ; but, whether it was that na- 
ture had denied them their fliare of the 
beauty Ihe has beftowed ou thofe countries, 
or becaufe Ihe had been more lavifti in her 
gifts to the women, I waited until others 
fhould prefent themfelves with more ftriking 
features. I alfo deferred the pleafure of 
drawing the Egyptian women, until we 
fhould, by. our infl'uencfe over the manners 
of the eaftern nations, remove the veil by 

which 
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which they are covered. But even fuppoi^ 
ingf which is fcarcely to be preiumed^ that 
the men iliould make a facrific5e to us of 
thcar prejudices on this fcore> the coquetry 
of the old women^ who are the moft fcru- 
pulous on cvciy point in which honour is 
concerned, would for a long time require, 
on the part of their youthfvd companions^ 
the auftcrity to which they we're the vidims . 
in the early part of life. What I had an 
c^portunity to notice is, tha|: the young 
girls who are not yet marriageaUe, and re-* 
lattve to whom lefs ftridneis is obferved, bear 
a pretty general refemblance to the forms- of 
the Egyptian ftatues of the goddefs liist 
The women of the lower claiTes, who take 
greater pains to conceal the nofe and mouth 
than any other part, difcover from time to 
time, not attradions, but fine ilender limbs, 
the fhapc of which di/plays more adivity 

than 
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than grace« As foon a; their breafb haTe 
attained their full growth, they begin to fall, 
and their gravitation is fuch, that it would 
be difficult to fay how low fome of them 
reach. /The complexion of thefe women is 
neither black nor white, but a duiky brown« 
They dye of a black colour the eye-^hrows, 
eye-lids, and chin, but i^ithout producing 
any great effedk. I have not, however, fccn 
any women cany with more elegance a 
child, a vafe, or a baflcet of fruit ; €» walk 
with greater eafe and fecurity. Their lotig 
drapery would be by no means unbecoming, 
were it not that a veil, in the ihapc of a 
(hip's pendant, cafts a^oom over the whdlc 
of their drefs, fo as to make it reiemble the 
difmal coftume of a nun of the cxrder of pe» 
nitents. 

One of the rich natives who was under 
Ibrae obligations to me, by way of teftifying 

his 
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his gratitude^ invited me to his bouie. Ott 
account of my advanced age, arid of my be* 
ing a foreigner, he thought that he might 
allow his wife to be of the breakfafl party; 
and thus contribute more to my .entertain- 
mrent. As he was engaged. in mercantile 
purfuits, he fpoke a little Italian, axld adied 
as interpreter between mylelf and the lady, 
whofe beauty was accompanied by a foft 
tinge of melancholy. She was extremely 
fair, and her hands uncommonly delicate 
and haiidfome. On my admiring them, flic 
held them out to me. We had very little 
to iky to each other ; and to make up for 
this filence, I kifled her hands, which, as flie 
-l^ras perplexed to know what Ihe flioiuld af- 
terwards do to intereft me, Ihe did not offer 
to withdraw. On my fide, I dared not let 
them go, . for fear ihe fhould imagine that I . 
wis tired of them. I am at a lofs to cod- 

jedlure " 
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jefturc how this fcene would hare termi- 
nated, if refrelhments-.had not been brought 
to retevc us from bur cmbarraffment. They 
were handed to her, and fhe prclentcd them 
to me in a very particular manner; and with" 
ibme degree of grace* I fancied I could per- 
ceive that her negligent and pcnfive air was 
merely the affedation of a gr,eat lady, who 
perfuaded herfelf that, by affumingjt,. Ihc 
Ihould become fuperior to all the niagnifi- 
ifence by which Ihe was furrounded and 
covered. Before I left her, I Iketched haf- 
tily the fmall drawing of her, which, is en- 
graved in Plate XXXV. No. 2. Th^por- 
trait. Fig. 1. of the fame plate, is that of a 
female native married to a Franc. She fpokc 
Italian,, was handfome, of engaging manners^ 
and fond pf lier hufband. He was not, how- 
ever, fo amiable but that Ihe could beftow 
a f)art of her afFeftion elfewhere ; and the 

jealoufy 
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jcaloufy which - cnAied on his fide wo^ th< 
occafioh of perpetual ftrifc. She was all 
iubmiiiion> and never failed to renounce the 
Q]bjc& of his fufpicions. On the following 
day, hoWerer, there was a frefli cotnplaiat : 
ihe again wept and repented ; and, not with- 
ilanding, her hufband w«^ never without 
iaiax^ motive for fcolding her. The houfe 
in which this couple lived was oppofite to 
mine ; and as the ftreet was narrow, I be« 
came very naturally the lady's confident, and 
the witncfi of her chagrins. The plague 
broke out in the city ; and my neighbour 
was fo very communicative, that flie could 
not &il either to giVc or take it. Accord- 
ingly ihe caught it of her laft lover ; be- 
jfix>wed it very faithfully orr her hufband ; 
and they all three died. I regretted het 
death : her fingular good-nature and ingenu- 
oufdeis, in the midft of her irregularitieis, 

and 
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and thelincerity of the regret fhe manifefied^ 
had intereiled me, and morfe particularly^ 

sbecaufe, as a mere confident, I could have 

^ < 

no difpute with her either as a hufband or 
a lover* . Fortunately for me, I was not at 
Rofetta at the time the pla|^e made its 
ra^es in that city. 
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Tfe^ sSHtM^ meri fke Delta : tJiimhef of 
Vttlage^i cirilS PopuioMfneJs-^uef&iptm of 
Ihe AlmSs oY Temale t)ancers at Metubh-^ 
t)ejui ' and tther Tillages — ETtcountet with 
the Arabs at Scha-abas-jimers-^lketitm h 
Rofetta. 

TTjTE at length let out fot the Delta, on 
' ^ the excuriion to which I had ib 
long anil {o eagerly looked forward, to tread 
a ground which had never been explored by 
any European, and, indeed, but imperfedly 
by any other petibns, the inhabitants except*^ 

■ 

ed ; for the* Mamelukes had rarely pf ne« 
trated to the centre of the Delta, in coUed** 
ing the tributesj and regulating the avantes 
or fines* On the loth of September, in the 
aftdiio<mi the generals Menou and Mar^ 


I 




!ftont> a dozen meii of letters and artifts, and 
myfelf^ with a dictachmeht of two hundred 
men as an efccKt, croffed the Nile in hoat& 

• • N 

Although {om^ pains had been taken to 
make every neceffary provifion, it was foUQd» 
on our iai)4in& that what was moik efien^ 
tial h^d been ^gotten. The horiibs wt 
were to mount had no qualities bdongjng to 
the Arabian bi:eed> ^^xcept their vices ; and 
luch of the travellers as were bad ho^fenicn^ 
and whofe only alternative was a horfe with- 
out a bfidle> 0^ ai^ af$ without a pannel, 
hefitated whether they JflaouM' proceed, or 
I'enounce a journey they had fo ardently dc-^ 
£red^ end . which they had begun with fo 
touch eiithufiafm. By degrees, however, bur 
arrangements were made, and we fet for- 
ward,. We pafljjd through the villages of 
Madtc, Elycufera, Abugueridi, Melahue, 
Abuierat, )Ralaici^ Bereda, Ekbet, £ilaone> 

P2 Elbat 
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Elhat, Elfezrif SufFrano^ Elnegars^, and 
Madie-di^Berimbal ; and reached Berimbal 
at night. I have given this uninterefting 
lift of the different villages through which 
wc paiTed^ to convey an idea of the popu- 
lation of four leagues of territory, and of the 
abundance of a foil which houriihes fo many 
inhahitantSj and contains on its furfaceib 

« 

many habitations. Exclufively of its own 
internal confumption, it has to fupply the 
wants of its titular pofTefTor, who commonly 
teiides in the capital. At Madie-di^Berem- 
hal our camels fell into the canal ; and it 
was midnight before we could colled them 
together. .Our baggage and provifions were 
drenched ; all thoughts of our arrival had 
been given up ; and, after having with fbmt 
difEculty procured a fupper^ we repofed our- 
felv6s as well as we could at two o'clock iia 
the morning. The following day^ after 

havbg 


* 

X 


TBAVBLS IN BOTPT. d^Q 

having dried bur clothes, we iet out^and 
reached Metuhis at the expiration of two 
hours, meeting with as many villages as on 
the former occaiion. 

General Menou had fomc enquiries to 
make, and an explanation to enter into with 
the Iheiks in the vicinity, relative to their 
pa.ft offences. It was therefore determined, 
that we Ihould not quit Metubis until the 
following day. This city, on a variety of 
accounts, prclcnted food for our curiolityi 
In the firft place it is probable that it was 
built on the ruins of the ancient Metelis ; 
and, in the next place, the well-known and 
tolerated licentioufnefs of its manners had 

beftowed on it the reputation which Cano- 

« 

pus had precedently enjoyed. Our rcfearches 
after antiquities were ineffedual : all the' 
granite we could find was employed for 
grinding the corn, and appeared to have 

P 3 been 


930 TKATBILB in BGYFT. 

been brought thither from ibme other ipot 
to be jtpplied to that ufe. We were told of 
ruins to the foKith-eaf):> at the diftance of a 
league and a half; but it w&s late^ and i ax* 
riofity of another kind attra<5led 6ur attto* 
tldn. Wc requcfted of the flJciks a fight 
ef t^e alm^s, a defcriptioh of feriiak dancers 
fimikr to thofe of India^ The(c chicfe, a 
part of whoffe revenues they pro1>ably con- 
Hitutedy inade fom^ dij^|(^lty iA allowing 
them to be brought infto our prefoice. If 
polluted by th^ ihfpcdlion of infidels, their 
reputatidn might fiifFer, and they might per- 
haps even be obliged to fbrfeit their -oondi'^ 
tioA in life. ' The vilenefi of a chriftian in 
the eyes of a mufluhnan may be cftimated 
from this anecdote, fmcQ the objcAs which 
are the moft difiblute and abandoned in tlvis 
fed, may notwithftanding be profaned by 
the View of a European, The prefence, 

however. 


two btmdicd foMiers^ and fame. d4 ofSeaces 
for which t^ &iek9 had an ^atonement to 
make, foon ^emovc^d tx^tf obftade. The . 
0lmis arrive^ ; and we could not perceive 
thaA Xkity partictpated ^n ^he fligbteft degree 
m «ke political confid^rations and religious 
icruplejB of the iheijcs. They made fottie dif^ 
Jculty, however, and that with a toler^le 
&are of grace, in granting us what we &auld 
have contidered as the fmalleft of their fa- 
vo«irs, that of uncovering the eyes and the 
mouth. In a little time their forms were 
completely difplayed through coloured g^iize 
^ft^ied by a ia(h> which they tightened 
from time ,to tiine nc^igently, and with ai^ 
air of lev>ty by no means difagreeable, and 
fomewbat a Jafratifaife. They hiad^bf<9ight 
i^vith them two inilruraentSj a pipe and 
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tabour» and a kind of dram, made from z^ 
earthen pot, on which the mufician. beat 
with his hands. Thej were feven in num-^ 
ben Two of theoi began dancing, whil^ 
the others fuhg, ^ith an acoprnpanim^t of 
cailanetSj in the fh^pe of cymbab;^ and of 
the iize of a crown piece. Tbp movement 
they difplayed in ftriking them againft each 
other gave infinite grace to their .fingers 
and wrifts* At the commencement the 
dance was vpluptuouis ; it foon after became 
}afcivious, and exprefTcd, in the grolfeil and 
moft indecent way, the giddy tr^nfp^rts of 
the paiTionS, The difguft which thi$ fpecr 
tacle excited, was heightened by one of the 
muficiang qf whom I have juft fpoken, and 
nvhp, at the moment when the danpers gayp 
the greateft freedom to their wanton geflures 
and emotions, with the ilupid ait of a clown 

».( 'jr .!• > .1* <■>» •• 
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in a.pantoroipie^ interrupted by ft loud buril 
of laughter the fc^ne of intoxication. which 
, was to clofe the dancq, 

Thefe dancers fwallowed large glafles of 
trandy as if it had been lemonade. Accord- 
ingly, notwithllanding they were all young 
and handfome, they were haggard and jaded, 
with the exception of tWo of them, whofe 
beauty bore fo ftriking a refemblance to that 
of two of our Paris belles, that we all joined 

■ 

in a general exclamation when th^y difclofed 
their features. So truly is grace a pure gift 
of nature, that Jofephina and Hanka, who 
had received no other education than that 
which is bellowed on the moft infamous 
profcffion in the mofl: diffolute of cities, 
when the dance was ended, poffeffed all the 
delicacy of manners of the women whom 
they refembled, and the loft and endearing 

voluptuoulhefs which they, no doubt, refcrvc 

I ' ' • . 
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for tiicfe on whom tbey :kviflai their feeret 
favours. I could bave wi(hed, i mioft confeis, 
that Jofephina had not refembled the ^hers 
fa hef ftyle of dancings 

Notwithftandiiig the liccntiout Jife of 
theic females, they axe introduced into the 
liaren7s to inftru.61 the yoimg perfoi>§ c^ theii 
fex in all that may render them ag^peeabk 
to their future huiban^s* They give tbeiq 
kSbns of dancing, iiflging, giacefulneiai and, 
fti general, of all voluptuous attainments* It 
IS not furprifing^ that with manners^ ^hioh 
•make the principal duty of women to confi^ 
in bellowing pleafure, thofe who foUew the 
profeflion of gallantry ilK)uld be the teac%- 
«rs of the fair fex. They are admitted to the 
feftivals which the grandees give to ^hofe kf 
their own rank ; and when, from time to 
time, a hufband wiflics to entertain hishar 
rem in a particular manner, they are >Ifo 

. , ^ fent 




£ttt'for, 'This is what compofes the iubjcft 
of Plate JiO. 

On the foilowlag day opr attentian was 
occupied by antiquities. Wc weftt to Koana- 
el'Hhamar^ that is to fay, the fed^&mtain, 
a name deriredt without doubt, from the 
iBOund' of red brinks with which this ruta 
is formed. It has no determinate charafter- 
iMcft, and may havt belonged either to eh 
ancient cily, d which there are no traces of 
any monutaents, or to a modem village, 
which, having rebelled againft the Mame^ 
lukes, may have been dcftroyed by them. 
We could not find any veftiges of antiqui- 
ties, notw it hftanding it was the wifhof Do- 
]omieu and myfelf to dilcovef there the an- 
cient Metelis, the capital of the name which 
was fo called; The country which we dif- 
covered towards the eaft, beyond Comeh- 
Lachma, and extending to lake Berelos, is 

merely 


♦ f 


a$6 


nULTStt IV BOTPlr. 


I 

mcTtly an uncultivated morafs. We dinefd 
at Sindion and ilept at Fua. On the fol^ 
lowing day we > proceeded to El-Alavi and 
Therafaj quitting, the road^ and proceeding 
to thc^ north weft, to examine fcveral con- 
fiderable ruins, which arealfo, for the rea&n 

« 

juft given, called Koum-Hhamar''el-Medjr^ 
•n6h. We doubted whether they Mxrc the 
traces of Cabaza, the capital of the cabafitic 
name, or of Naucratis^ which the Milefians 
Jiad built. Wc were not mo/e fortunate 
than on the preceding day, the rubbifh being 
of the fame nature ; for this is the only name 
which can be beftowed pn a ttidis of ihape* 
lefs fragments of pottery, and heaps <rf^ broken 
bricks, not one of which was to be found* in 
an entire ftate. At a diftance from thence we 
difcovered nca/ly two fquarc leagues of barren 
and uncultivated land, which, in fonr^e mca-» 
fure, diminifhed ofir expe<5iations relative tq- 

thc 
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the general fecundity of the foil of the Delta* 
If cither of thfe two cities I have jiift men- 
tioned flood on this barren ground^ on which 
we could diilinguifh ruins, it was tut un- 
pleafantly fituated, and it is certain that it 
contained no great monument of any dcfcrip- 
tion." Notwithflfanding the fpace that they 
occupy is very coniideraWe, we could per* 
ceivc nothing but a few artificial ftreams for 
irrigation, without any navigable canals. Wc 
returned, but little iatisfied with the r^AilC 
df our refearches, not having coUeded any 
information which could aid us^in thofe we 
might undertake in the fequel. 
• In making this excurfion we had quitted 
the detachment, and proceeded in a direft 
line towards Defuk, the place of our ren- 
dezvous, accompanied by a few guides. Wft 
palled through Gdbrith, a village fortified 
with walls and towers, peculiarities which 

diftin- 


4iftingui0i thofe that ure hot on the bank of 
the Nile beyond Fu9. Here the tctniorf 
was not ib well cultivatedj and the ibil, bein^ 
more elevated and more dijficult to Irrigate 
bj means of the watering machines, waits 
for the inundation to be ibwn with com an4 
tnaize^ to which no other crops iueceed. In 
the portioQS of land of this nature^ as fooa 
9B the harveflr is got in, the ^ound» aban* 

■ 

^oned to the piercing rays of the fnUf and 
without one reyiviog drop of riioiilure to 
allay its thiril, cracks> and bears the form atid 
femblance of a defert. We p^ifed through 
Salmie, where we could diiliaguiih all the 
Aifafiers which our vengeance had occafi^ 
oned, without being able to notice in tibe 
countenances o£ the inhabitants the traces of 
my enmity or refentmcnt they migl^t bpat 
Hjj. I coald not, however, fec6lleft without 
fHOkOtipQ tibot I was almofi; alone on a fpbt 

' . where 
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xAmc t had feen the piiiK^ipal inhabitants cf£ 
the country fall &xtic tkae before. We were- 
iace to iacc> the natives and mjCdf, like par<>^ 
UeB who h^d had a kwftiuti but whofe ao 
counts were tiot yet fettkd; I had hadre-« 
pcsittd odCB&om to remark that tHe eaUerob 

w 

oatoMs faelor 1^6 malice for the cventid of whitji 
a ftate q£ warfare may have been prodndhre*^ 
On &M ocmfion^ the inbabkants added^ with 
imich gedcroiity and a good gcxa^ a guides 
to the one who was to £andb<!l us to Mch<«' 
hal^el-Mitlek and the canal df S^'isAj. 

Thetranalof Sia'idy is fuffidcntly wide 
for thfc pai&ige of boats from the Nile to lake 
BerBos. Defuk^ a large village^ is diftanfc 
frotn it aboQt half a league^ and has a 
tBoiqvB& which is reforted to twite a year by 
aU the nations of the escft^ and in which tw» 
Imridited thdufanid foub pay thdr deyotiom. 
The aimet xejmr idiither 60m c^zty part of 

Egypt ; 
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Egypt ; and the greatcft miracle wliich k 

♦ 
performed by Iljrahym, who is fo devoutly 

worfhipped at DcfUk, is to fuipend the jci-» 
louiy of the ttiuflulmans duritig the time this 
kind of feflival lads, arid to slllow thci tro- 
men the enjoyment of a liberty by which 
they are faid to profit in the fuUeft extent 
imaginable^ 

We were informed that ^ palace hadheeii 
prepared for the general, and we all occupied 
it; it coniiilcd of a court^ an open gallery^ 
and one room without a door/ I made a 
iketch of this fcene, taking the time in 
which General Menou was giving audiencct 
tiirough the window to fome ' of the chief 
ped|>le of the country, Who were aflembled 
in the outer court, whilft the fcrvantJ were 
bringing in the b^eakfaft which had been 
.prepared for us. (See Plate V. Fig. 4.) We 
devoted the next day to vifiting alt the vil-" 

lages 
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lagcs within the government of General M c- 
nou, in the provihce of Sharkieh, which we 
had not yet feen. In pur way we were to 
pais by Sanhur-el-Medin, where we were 
informed were to be leen a number of ruins. 

« 

Could it be Sais? Our expedlations were 
awakened by the adjunct elMedtn, meaning 
"the Great," which it might have acquired 
from its great antiquity, or the Splendour of 
the antient Sais, which, according to Strabo> 
was the metropolis of the whole of this dif- 
trift of Lower Egypt. We reached the place 
by croffing a large and parched plain, which 
was every hour expe<5ling the inundation of 
the Nile, the waters of which were already 
running up the numerous furrows. 

Sanhur-el-Mediii, however, exhibited no- 
thing but devaftation and a heap of (hapclefi 
ruins. Xhe fragments of flint and granite 
ftones which we examined could only indi- 

Vol. I. Q catc 
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Gate a few centaries of antiquity^ and our 
careful fearqh over the whole neighbourhood 
produced nothing of confequence, fo that 
we returned diiTatisfied to Defi^^ where we 
^>eat the night* 

The next day. we directed our march 
QortK-eaft, towards the interior of the Delta. 
Having again pafTed Sanhur«^el:Medin, we 
crofled (everal main inundation fianals^ which 
^om the appearance and quality of the wa- 
ter we iuppoied might proceed from lake 
^erclos. 

* 

Beyond thefe canab^ we found the Goun- 
try already covered with water, though it 
was four feet higher than the giound which 
we had left : for the irrigation^ which was 
dire<fted and kept in by the. dykes oji which 
we now marched, had to flow over them 
before it could reach the country through 
which wa had been traTeliing, Theie dykes ' 
^* . .7 ferved 
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fared as roads of commuQicatiaa befcvreeh 
t^ diiSbrent vilia^:s, ^hicfa appcaxcd as 
ijSands nCmg above the water; and being 
tfausfltonglyixxarked out^ we flattered owc^ 
Selves that no Lnterefting ofa|e6l within thbn 
wduid efcape onr cariofitjv We had been 
told that wc (hould find many anttquities al 
Sch^bas-Amme;rsy and we advanced to-^' 
wards it aiong a nan'ow ierpenbne d}tke^ 
which divided two feas of inundation. To 
hare more time for onr obfervations> we had 
advanced a league beyond our detaojiment; 
a guide on horfeback, two guides on ftot^ t 
young man from Rofetta^ the two gebccais 
Menou and Marmont, a phylician who 
fcrved as olar interpreter, a draughtfman, and 
myfcif, formed the foremoft party of our 
cotopany; while GFcneral Dolomieu, holding 
by the bridle a vicious horfe, and feveral ict^ 
Yants, remained at fome diftance behind. 

Q2 Whilft 
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. Wkilft vfc were obierving the adrahtagc*^ 
ous and pi^reique fituation of Kafr-Schaa* 
bas^ a hamlet a little diilance from Schaabas, 
we iaw die phyiictan riding back to us at 
liiU galldp, crying Qut» '^ They are waiting 
'for tis with mufqiietSf and are crying to us» 
' J^a: fHah.Jr' Our guides wilhcd to par- 
ley with them, but they only anfwered us by 
-difcharging their picces».which» though they 
were .very near us» fortunately did us no in- 
jury. .We made another attempt to parley, 
faut a iecond volley warned, us not to expofe 
to the Qnemy*s balls the legs of our horib^ 
which were our only rcfourcc. As we were 
returning we perceived another troop of 
armed men, who were coming up by a road 
covered with water, and threatened to cut 
off our only retreat. At this moment the 
draughtfdian was feized with fuch a degree 
of terror as. to be unable to think and ad for 

himielfi 
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Vimfelf, and fell hclplcft from Im hode; iri 
tain wc tried to remount hita> tb ttakd liiitt 
behind one of us, or to perfuade hijn to^ekftf 
hold of the tail of one of our hbr^; his lift 
hour was arrived, and without being- able t» 
make ufe of any chance of dlcap^hC' rf^ 
mained on the fpot, crying out. thzdtigh tet^ 
TOT, till his head became the prey <^ tiie iD<f«» 
cikis enemy. In the mean time^ iho& who 
had firii: fired at us were coming up^ and to 
avoid being aimed at, we had only time to 
gallop thrdugh the balls, which flew round 
us on every fide. We now met the iecond 
party of the eoemy* and Dolumieu was 
mounted on a reftive horie with his bridle 
broken ; fortunately I had juft time to tte.it 
together for him, and I was diredlly. aftet 
repaid for this fervice ; for as I was re^ 
mounting, I faw him fall into a deep hole in 
which I ihouid have funl^ entirely^ andirom. 

Q 3 which 
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hf Craped by bis gtgantic ftatiire. I 
Ijffdk another dire^ionj ci oCed a dyke, \ybiclv 
ijijt eacmy had brokeni whilft tke ground 
ig«l tlfctdy covered with water; which camei 
on m torrents ia every dire<^ion» and at lad 

« 

jsgoindd .our detachmeiit^ and wc all rctiKnedt 
toJKafr-^Ammen^ which in aar mg^ we wcro 
going Ix) take by ftorm. 
: It wto fbtar in the aftemooh when we re- 
tanked to this, village ; forty men concealed 
kt a ditch fired on us as we came up^ hut 
iXttflcd xn all/ and we were not more fuc- 
cesififd m returiucig the. fire; they retired,^ 
however^ to, another troop wbieh was wait- 
is^, for us under the walh for we now per- 
ceived that this village was a £mall fortreis>. 
formed o£ four curtains, with a tower at each 
M^le, to dncs of whid^ a caiiJe was coa- 
iie6Ud» This little fort was feparated from 
Schaabas by a canal fOlod with water^ and 

an 
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an eiplanade df a thoufand toiks in letigtli» 
The commander of the place ha<J hung odt 
the white flag, but the people ih the. fuburbC 
ilill continued to fire on usi: otir firil-aMacSi^ 
failed; the officer charged witK dire^fing it 
was thrown off his horie into the water, and 
his party had feparated in order to purfoe the 
inhabitants, who were carrying away theit 
efFe<5ls : the two generals haftened up to re« 
medy this diibrder and rally the party, btrf 
this movement obliged them to pals under 
the towers, by which feveral ibldiers were 
killed of wounded from the fire of the enemy; 
We now turned the fortrefs, one c£ the 
towersi had not been armed, and we broke 
open one of the gates o( the town which it 
defended : thirty foldiers and the general cn^ 
tered ; the latter and myftlf were the only 
pcrfons of our party that were on borfeback^ 
and the houfes were ib low that we found 

Q 4 owfelves 
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oudclres a mark for all the three fides oT tbe 
place : at the inilant that I warned General 
Menou that he was aimed at^ his horfe was 
killed on the fpot^ and by his fall threw his 
fider into a hole ; 1 thought him dead, and 
was in vain endeavouring to afiiil him, when 
General Marmont and fomc volunteers came 
to our fiififtance and withdrew him ; the fir- 
ing in the mean time, however^ was brifkly 
kept up on all iides ; but the inhabitants 
were well armed, under ihelter, and wer? 
able to take good aim. After feyeral of out 
party were killed or wounded, we were 
obliged to retreat. We now renewed the 
, attack with more Order on the tower parallel 
to the former which we had carried ; at firil 

m 

the enemy loft feveral men and abandoned 
the pUce, and we began to f^t fire to %h€ 
houfea in order to approach the fort, but 
eight of our men having been wounded at 

the 
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tJbJb attack of. the gate, our poiition became 
toy hazardous, as we had left thirty men ^ 
guard our baggage and had but few with tis« 
At the: approach of night the beiieged raifed 
loud cries, and ihouts, which were anfwered 
by the 'neighbouring villages, who began to 
colleft their forces^ in order to relieve their 
countrymen, and we heard thtim concert 
meafures to force a pafTage to them. We al« 
lowed them to come )ap, and when near we 
^ye them a volley where we judged it would 
reach them, and diredlly after, their war 
ihouts were changed into lamentations, an4 
they retreated. Soon after a deputation ar- 
rived from the village of Schaabas, followed 
by the Ibeik himfelf with his fiiandard : he 
told US that the people with whom we wete 
engagmg ^^^re villanous robbers, with whom 
there was no hope of treating ; a native of 

the 
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the couhtiy whom we had ^t free at Malta 
ief vcd as his interpreter ; and the iheik told* 
us in confidence^ that if we di4 not carry the 
fi>rtref& during the nighty we ihould not be 
ihong enough in the nvuming, and that the' 
people indie nei^bourhood would cut o|F 
our retreat^ by whiclt we ihould all be killed.^ 
Whilft he was giving us this important in* 
formation^ his fine face a^umed fudi an aiy 
of ccmipalfion, that J could not help iketch-* 
ing his portrait. However, this advice was 
net to be ncglcdlcd, cipecially as we had 
ieveral wounded men with us, whom we 
fhould find much difficulty to convey along 
a** narrow and broken caufeway, whilft wo 
were covering our retreat. As we were mc* 
ditating how we ihould bcil iccure our re- 
' €reat from our critical fituation^ the befieg<^ 
ed, favoured by the darknefi^ pretended to 

have 
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h^Yfi receive^ a^iftaiK^i • and begaii t htiQk 
&e on jt|i«i| flanks wbiob they vaiitod .to^ 
prote^ ; ^nd ^t the iittoe time ^ abandcmijqg 
aH their pcopcrty tp the .dan^e)^ fcE^y «ffoSfef* 
tbeix retreat jjj. profowad :fik«ifie,. Wo only, 
heard , thcAi ' when they *^f e oblig^ tx^ 
plunge into the water, ^nd we then fired on 
them at random ; and a few <:amel3 which 
had ftrayed from them-, and were returning 
to the village, convinced us of their flight. 
Being now mafters of the field of battle, wc 
completed the deftruftion of every thing 
which would take fire ; and our fbldiers con- 
foled themfclves for the fatigue of the day 
and night by loading two hundred aflcs with 
two or three thoufand fowls and pigeons, 
and by driving away leven or eight hundred 
flieep. To us amateurs, however, nothing 
remained which could make up to our cu- 

riofity 
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fiofity for this dangerous and fatiguing ad* 
venture ; cur hopes of fucceis bad entirely 
f^led^ and we colle^cd little if any thing 
worth record, for the artift and antiquarian* 
At day*break we iet out on our return with* 
out meeting with any further obftacle. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Voyage from Rofetta up the Nile to Cain 
General Face of the Country — Firft View 
of the Pyratnids — Cairo — Gardens of Mu^ 
rad'Bey — Journey to the Pyramids ^ andDe* 
fcription (fthem — Sphinx — Manners of the 
Inhabitants of Cairo — Affray in the Town^ 
and general Rifing of the Inhabitants'--^ 
Quelled — The Hotife of the Inftitute piU 
laged — Cemetery of the Mamelukes — Death 
of General Dupuis and Sulcowjky — Ki^td-' 
nefstfthe middle Orders rf People at Cairo. 

/^N our return to Rofetta we found an 
^""^ order from the commander in chic^ 
iaxc6tmg the members of the Inftitute who 
had remained in that place to proceed to 
Cairo^ to aiTift in organizing the proceedings 

axid 
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and the fittings t)f that affeoibly. I cm- 
barked the next day with my comrades. In 
quitting the province of Rofetta wc left bc- 
hitid us the richeft i^id maft cheerful part 
of the Delta; for, in aicending the river, aC^cr 
paffing itahmantefa, tht iands of the defert 
fometimes approach to the water^s edge on 

m 

the left bank ; the country becomes naked^ 
the trees thinly fcattered, and the homon 
IS marked by an uniform line, which it is 
almoft impoilibie to represent by the pencil. 
I took a drawing of Alcan, a village in which 
the aid-de-camp Julien, akd * twenty-five 
volunteers, had been maiTacr ed by the idba- 
bitants* The village had fince been burnt, 
and the people expelled ; but innumerable 
flights of pigeons reoiained about the ruins, 
of which they were now the only inhabi- 

« 

tants. I alfo took a view of the village o( 
Demichclat, (fee Pl^te VL No. 3.) and the 

reader 
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reader may here remark, that the pyramidal 
form of the ancient Egyptian ftyle of archi- 
tedurc, the regularity q( the plan, and the 
fimplicity of the capitals, are ibmetimes pre« 
fcrved even in the flight modem edifices, and 
give an air of hiftorical gravity to the vil- 
lages in Egypt which is not to be found elfe- 
where. 

At more than ten leagues from Cairo we 
difcovered the points of the pyramids pierc- 
ing the horizon ; loon after we law Mount* 
Katam^ and oppoiite to it, the chain of hills 
which feparates Egypt from Lybia, and 
forms a barrier to the banks of the' Nile 
againil the fands of the defert^ but in this 
eternal' conflift between this deftruftivc 
icourge and the beneficent river, the inun- 
dation of fand often overwhelms the coun« 
try, changes its fertility to barrennefs, drives 
the labourer from his houfe, whofe Walls it 

covers 


256 TRAVBLS IN £GYPT« 

covers upi and -leaves no other maA: of rent 
getable life than the tops of a few palm-trees^ 
ivhich adds ilill more to the dreary aiped of 

deftruAion* 

« 

I felt delighted in feeing thefe momitaitis> 
and viilting monuments^ of which both the 
date and Qbj^<fl of cohflruAion are loft in 
the night of paft ages ; my mind was full 
of emotion on contemplating thefe . vaft 
fcenes, Sind I regretted the approadi> of the 
night, which fpread a veil over {6 flHkiAg a 
piiflure to the imagination^ and concealed 
from ,mc the point of the Delta^ wbcrei 
among other magnificent plans, it was pro- 
poied to build a new metropolis for Egypt* 
At the firft davyn of day I again faluted ivith 
my eyes the pyramids^ and took fcycral 
, views ; and it was intcrefting to iee on. the 
furfaceof the Nile, then at high flood, the 
different villages glide before the eyes, backed 

by 
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oy thcfe monuments, which were deftiried 
to record events that gave local intereft td 
every objexft. 

I wilhed to be able td draw them witH 
that fine tranfparent hue which they derive 
from the imjmenfe volume of air that fur* 
rounds them : this is a peculiarity belonging 
to thefe monuments^ which they owe td 
their great elevation ; for the vaft diftanc6 
at which they arc diftingulfbable^ renders 
them almoft tranfparent, and the blue tint 
t)f the flcy caufcsr their angles to appear fbarp 
and well defined, though they have been 
rounded by the decay of years. (See Plate ' 
VIL Fig. 1, 2, and 3.) 

About nine o'clock the noife of cannon 
announced to us the approach to Cairo, and 
the feaflpf the new year, which was then 
celebrating. In our prefent pofltron we faw 
numerous minarets furrounding Mount-Ra^ 

Vol. I. R • tam,. 


258 TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 

tarn,' and proceeding from the garden^ oil 
the banks of the Nile, whiHl Old Cairo> 
Bulac, and Rbda, appearing as part of the 
towny gave it an appearance of verdure and 
frefhheis, and added to its magnificence* As 
we approached, however, the illufion va- 
niflied ; every objeft returning as it were 
to its proper place^ we only faw a h«ap of 
viUages colle<5led near an arid rock ; and, I 
know not why, remote from the beautiful 
banks of the river. (See Plate VII. No. 4). 
When I arrived at head- quarters at CairO/ 
I learnt that the commander in chief was 
then fetting out, for the pyramids, accom- 
panied by two hundred men, who were to 
proteft them in their refcarches. I now la- 

■ 

mented that I had not known of this expe- 
dition a few hours fooner, as I confidered it 
fruitleis to fct out on fuch a journey, with- 
out being provided with what w^s. requifitc, 

in 
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m order to obferve thefc objeds of curiofity 
with advantage; and befides,. I was fo fa- 
tigued'with my former journies, that I much 
wanted to reft all my limbs, fo that I had 
determined to delay this expedition till the 
aftronomers Ihould go to make their obfer- 
vations in thcfe celebrated places. . 

On leaving table, the general faid, " It is 
'* impofiible to vifit the pyramids without 

" an efcort, and one cannot often Iparc for 

♦ 

*^ the purpofe a detachment of two hundred 
" men." The afcendancy which iopie minds 
have over others, at once dcftroyed all my 
reafoning ; it' was this afcendancy which 
made me a follower from France to Egypt, 
and it now determined me to be of the party 
to the pyramids; fo,without returning home, 
I took my road to Old Cairo, and rejoined 
the comrades with whom I had been failing 
up the Niie. It was full night when wc got 

R2 to 
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to Gizeh, and \ knew not where I fliould rtf^ 
poie ; but in. wandiBrktg about I found my- 
ielf, by a gpod ^rtune which feemed like 
^fichv^tmcnti in a halL furniib^ with im 
yelvet cufhion?,. ajad fceated with the per- 
fume of aa orangG-gcove^ whieh gentle aic 
wafted to ua* t went down into the gar* 
den> which a|)pear^d by moonlight to. be 
worthy the defcription which Savairy has 

given. This was the pkafure-houfe of Mu- 

« 

33ad-B^# I had heard its charms depreciated, 
and I only now faw it after the march of a 
-v^doiious army ; but I could not kelp fed* 
iog that,, without reforting to needlefs com- 
parifbns^ the oriental luxuries have their 
charips, and fill the fenfes with? Toluptuous 

■ 

pleafure. . We do not here fe>d> indeed, thofe 
Ibng^ alleys which are the pride of thie French 
gardens,^ nor the ferpentine walks of the 
EngUlh, where ^ health and appetite are the 

reward 
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reward of the exercift required to furvey 
them ; but in the eaft, where ind6knt rc^ 
pofe forms ohe of the chiti luxuries, th* 
tents 'or kiofks are pitched und6r the thick 
branches of a clufter of fycamores, and opeii 
at pleafure upon a fragrant underwood of 
orange and jeflamine. To this is added tii^ 
voluptuous pleafure of enjoyments ftill but 
. imperfectly known to us, but which we tiiiy 
eaiily conceive ; fuch, for inftance, as to b^ 
attended by young flaves, who unite to ele* 
gance of form gentle and carefling rpanners; 
to be indolently ftretched on vaft and doWiiy 
carpcts> ftrewed with cufhions, in company 
with fome favourite beauty, breathing pct^ 

N 

fumes, and intoxicated with defires; to re- 
ceive IherLet from the hands of ^ young , 
/damfcl, whofe laiiguifhing eyes exprefs the 
contentipent of willing obedience, and not 
the conftraint of fervitude. Surtounded with 

R 3 ' thefe 
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thefc delights, the burning African need not 
envy the inhabitant of Europe ; and man 
may find.happinefs wherever there is beauty 
and grace, .whether in the gardens of Tria- 
non, or repofcd on the banks of the Nile. 

The officer who commanded the cfcort 
happened to be one of riiy friends ; he en- 
tered me in. the lift of thofe who were bound 
for the pyramids ; we were about three hua- 
dred. The next morning, after much wait-? 
ing tp colled the party, we fet out, late, z& 
generally, happens where many are to be put 
in motion, We failed through the fields by 
the inundation trenches, and after tacking 
often through the cultivated country, wc 
landed about noon on the borders of the dc- 
fert, half a league from the pyrg^raids. I took 
feveral views of them in different pofitions 
as we approached, (See Pl^tc VI L Fig. 2, 
andVIILFig. 1.) 

' " As 
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As foon as we quitted our boats we found 
ourfelvcs in the fands, and climbed the level 
on which thefe monuments reft. In ap- 
proachiqg thefe ftupendous build'mgs, their 
floping and angular forms difguife their real 
height^ and leflen it to the eye ; and befides, 
^s every thing regular is only great or fmall 
by cpmparifon, and as thefe mafles of ftone 
cclipfe in n^agnitude levcry furrounding obr 
jed:, and yet are much inferior to a moun- 
t:ain (the only thing with which our imagi- 
nation can compare them) one is furprized 
to find the firft impreffion given by viewing 
thera at a diftantc, fo much diminifhed on 
a nearer approach. However, on attempting 
to meafure any one of thefe gigantic works 
of art by ijbme known fcale, it refunies its 
immcnfity to the mind; for as I approached 
to the opening, a hundred perfons who were 
Handing under it appeared fo fmall, that I 

R 4 could 


i6 i T^AVEtS IN BGYPO-* 

could hardly take them for men. It would. 
be ft good method for the artift to give ait 
idea of the dimenfiopi of thefe edifices, by re- 
preicuting on the ^me grtiund-plan as the 
bijiilding ibme proceffion or religious cere- 
mony analogous to the antient cuftoms. 
As it is, thefe monuments landing aIone> 
and without any living ' fcale of compar 
rifon, excepting a few detached figures ir^ 
front, lofe both the effed: o( their grand proj- 
portions, and the general impreflion which 
they would otherwife make. We have a gooc^ 
example of comparifon in Europe in St. 
Peter's church at Rome, the magnitude of 
which is concealed by the exquifite harmony 
of proportion, and the crofl^ng of the gene- 
ral outline, till the eye d?fcends to a pro- 
ceffion of the religious prders celebrating 
mafs, and followed by a train of worlhippers, 
which in this fituation appear^ lilce a group 
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0^ puppets attempting to a<5l Athalia on the 
theatre of Vcrfailles. Another point of rcf 
iemblancc between thefe two edifices is, that 
nothing but the defpotifm of a facerdotal go* 
vcrnment could venture to undertake them, 
nor any thing but the ftupid fanaticifin of a 
people would fubniit to the labour of build- 
ing. But to return to the adiual ftate of the 
pyramids; let us firft afcend a fmall heap of 
fand and rubbilh, which is perhaps the re- . 
mains of the treuch of the firft of thefe cdir 
fices which prcfents itfelf, and which now 
leads to the opening through which it may 
be reached. This opening, which is nearly 
iixty feet from the bafe, is . concealed by a 
general ftone-facing, which forms the third 
QV inner inclofure' to the folitary entrench* 
ment around this monument (See Plate 
VIII. and X.) Here begins the firft gallery; 
its dircftion lies towards the centre and bafe 

Of 
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of the edifice ; biit the rubbifh, which has 
been but ill cleared out,, or which, owing to 
the natural Hope, has fallen back again into 
the gallery, added to the iand daily drifted 
i» by the north wind, and which is never 
forced out again, has fo blocked up the pafr 
iage afi to render it very inconvenient to crofs, 
At the extremity of this gallery two large 
blocks of granite are met with, which form 
a fec^ond partition to thi$ myfterious pafr 
fege. 

This obftacle appears to have perplexed 
all thofe who have undei'taken the refearch; 
and has led to feveral random attempts to 
furmount it^ Endeavours have been made 
by former vifitors to cyt a paflage through 
the folid ftone, but this proving unfuccefsful, 
they have returned fame way, haye pafTcd' 
round two. blocks of flone, clrmbed oyer 

them, and thus Uifcovcrcd a Cecot^d g^llcjy 

of 
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of {6 fteep an afcent, that it has been neccf- 
fary to hew fteps in the ground in ordcir to , 
mount it. This gallery leads to a kitid of , 
landing-place, in which is a hole ufually 
called '* the well," which is the opening to 
a horizontal gallery leading to a chamber 
known by the name of ^* the queen's cham- 
ber," without ornament, cornice, or any 
infcription whatever. 

Returning to the landing-place, a perpcn- 
dicular opening leads to the grand galleiy, 
ivhich terminates in a fecond landing-place, 
on which is the third and laft partition. Con- 
ftrud:ed with much more art, and which 
gives a ftriking idea of the importance which 
the Egyptians attached to the inviolability 
of their places of fe_pulture. 

• Laftly' comes the toyal chamber, contain- . 
ing the farcpphagus, (See Plate VIII.) a 
narrow fandluary, which is the fole end and 

objeft . 
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objed of an edifice fo ihipendous, fo coloflal)^ 
in compar ifdn of all the other works of maa« 
In refledling on the objcft of the con-f 
firu^on of the pyramids, the gigantic pride 
which gave them, birth appears tnore enor- 
mous tvtn than their a<5lual dimehiioDs; 
and one hardly knows which is the moft 
aftonifhing, the madnefs of tyrannical op* 
preffion, which. dared to order the undertake 
ing, or the ftupid fervility of obedience in 
the people Who fubmitted to ^ labour. 
In fliort, the moft favourable view, for' the 
honour of human nature, in which thcfc 
monuments can be coniidered is, that man 
was thereby ambitious of rivalliijg iiatiire in 
immcniity and eternity, and not without 
fuccefs^ fmce the mountains contiguous to 
thpfe edifices arc lefs high, and ftill lefs ex* 
crhpted from the ravages of time than thi? 
w6rk of hum^n hands. 

We 
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We had ooly two hours to devote to the 
pyramids, and I had employed an hour . and 
a half in viiiting the interior of the only oae 
lyhich was Qpea: I had flretched all my 
attention to retain what I had £cen ; I had 
tali^ei^, drawings and meafurementsr as: weUas 
I was able with a iinglcfoot ruler.; in fliort^ 
I had filled my head, and I hoped to brimg 
away mmj obfervatioas. worthy of remark ; 
biut on recalling them to memory the next 
mornings I found I had a volume of queries 
i^ill tor make^ I returned from my journ^ - 
haraHed and agitated, and found.my curio&ly 
Inorc ftimulated than fatisfied by my vifit ta 
the. pyramids, 

I had only time to view the fphinx, which 
deferves to be drawn with a more fcrupulous 
attention than has ever yet been beftowed 
tipon it. Though its proportions arc coloflaU 
the outline is pure and graceful ; the-cxpref- 
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fion of the head is mild^ gracious, and tran-* 

i 

quil; the charadler is African; but the 
mouth, .the lips of which are thick, has a 

fbftnefs and delicacy of execution truly ad* 

« 

mirable ; it feems real life and fle(h» Art 
mud have been at a high pitch when this 
monument was executed ; for, if the head 
wants what is colled^yle, that is to fay, the 
firaight and bold lines which give expreflion 
to the figures under which the Grreeks have 
dcfignated their deities, yet fufficient juflicc 
has been rendered to the fine fimplicity and 
charadler of nabure which is difplayed in this 
figure, (See Plate IX.) 

I had juft fnatchcd a glance of the tombs; 
of fmair temples, decorated with bass-reliefs 
and flatues, of niches in the rock, which 
might have broken the maifivenefi of the 
pyramids, and given them elegance ; but fb 
many objciSs worthy of invcfirigation re- 
mained^ 
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mained, that it would have required many 
fuch vifits as the prefent to have undertaken 
even a iketch of them, much more to have 
endeavoured to remove the myfterious cloud 
which for ages has hung over thefe fymboli- 
cal monuments. Almoft the fame uncer- 
tainty exifts as to the time in which they 
were firfl: violated, as even that of their con- 
ftru<9:ion; the latter, which is loft in the 
night of ages, gives an immenfc period to 
the annals of art; and in this view we can- 
not too m^ch admire the accuracy of the 
pyramidal ftrucfture, the permanency fecurcd 
by their form and conftru<5lion, and by fuch 
immenfe proportions, that thefe gigantic 
monuments may be confidered as the laft 
link- in the chain of the coloffi of art and 
nature. 

Herodotus relates, that he was informed 

that the great pyramid, of which I have juft 

2 been 
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beea fpcakiiig^ was the tomb of Cheops j 
that the adjoining pyramid was that of his 
bfother Cephrcnes> who fuccceded him ; 
ihat only the former had any inner gaUenes ; 
tliat a hundred thoufand men had been: eib-^ 
p]oyed twentj years m building it; that thd 
immenfe labour which it icquired had rcn-» 
dered this prince odious to bis people ; and 
that, notwitbftanding the taSies which were 
levied on his fubjefts, the c^tpfeiice for thtf 
iubfiflence of the workmen alone was ib 
enormous, that the prince was obliged te> 
proftitut^e his daughter to finifli this monu-^ 
tticnt ; and that the receipts of this proftitu-^ 

tibn were fo great as to enable the prince(s> 
' ' .1 

befides, 'to build the fmall pyramid adjoin- 
ing, which ferved for her own tomb. "Wc 
may add, that Cheops, having fiiut up the 
temples during his reign, foimd after his 
death no panegyrifl among the pf iefts, wha 

were 
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\verp the hiftorians of Egypt, ahd' who • re* 
lated many idle fables to Herodotus,- t^'firft 
hiftorian who has given ui a&y4ight on this* ^ 
Country. .» 

I had refided nearly a mOnlh . at Cair6/ 
and I ftill had to feck for " the fi^>erb'' 
*' town, the holy city, the delight of th^ 
imagination, greateft i^mpng the gteat/: 
whofe fpiendour aiid bpulence ma4e the 
prophet fmile/' for thuis the ealleth people 
defcribe it. I did indeed fee a numer<>us po^- 
pulation, and a vaft extent of buildings, but * 
not a iingle handfome ftreet, nor one fine 
monument. The only large place was Lei'- 
bequier, the refidence of Bonaparte ; and 
this too has the air of a field, but during tha 
inundation it pleafes by its agreeable coolneis,- 
and by the night excurfions which are there 
made in boats that have a ftriking effir^Sl. 
(See Plate XXXIX.) . The palaces of this 
Vol. L S , town 
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to#n tteali furroimded 1^ walls, wiiich ren^ 
ifer tke ftreets gloomy^ inftead of enliTeiiihg 
them; and tbe habitations of the poor^ 
which are ftill more negleded here than in 
d^f parts of thtf country, add to the afflift- 
ing view o£ extreme poverty, though the 
diitiate allows of much careleirne& m the 
articlei o( iheheri ib that one is tempted to 
^ wh<a« were the hou&s inhabited by 
t^ixnty-fbur fov^reigns. However, within 
tfaefe fortified palaces, fbme convenience and 
luxury is to be found; they are adorned, 
with handfome marble baths, and voluptu^^ 
ous vapour-^ftoves, with mofaic ialoons, in 
l(he middle of which are bafbns and foun- 
tains of water, large divans compofed of 
tufted carpets, riaifed beds covered with rich 
ftufi9> and furrounded with' magnificent 
cuihions, which generally fill three fides of 
each room. The windows, however, when 

7 there 
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there are any, ncter open, and the day-light 
3^hich they adiAiC is darkened hy coti^ured 
ghffcs, and very ciofc latti6e^W(;>rk, ^ foj? the 
light principally <iottie$ in through a, doflj^ 
in the center of the ceiling. The Muffed*^ 
man^, who n>ake but little tlfe oif th^ lights / 
take^efy little pains to procure it in their 
ho«iie^> and in general all their cuftoncis ftehl 
t5 invite to ttpofc ; their divany where thA 
recdmbeht^ pdfttite is itiwe ^aiy^ than to fit 
tip, and from which it recjiiiits a feriotli 
eiSbf t, to a Turk, to rife ; their drefe, which 
is a kind of clofe petticoat that confines the . 
legs ; their large gloves, which ftretch nearly 
eight inches over the fingers* fends ; their 
turbah, which prevents the head from ftoop- 
ihg ; their cuftom of always holding a pipe • 
in their liahds, and iritoxiciting themfelves 
with its fmokc,**^-all thefe. dircumftances 
^ohipire tQ.deftrfey.^ivity and- imagination, 

Sa fo 
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fo that they meditate without aa ot^c^St^ 
pafs every day in the fame taftelefs manner^ 
and even their whole exiftencc without fcek- 
ing fot dny new objed to Relieve its dull 
monotony. Even that clafs of focicly who 
are obliged to work for their livelihood^ are 
not much different from the higher orders 
that I have juft defcribcd ; they have been 
long taught to expeft no other rewaxd from 
indufiiy than a bare fubfiiirence^ and thus 
they have no motive to depart from their or- 
dinary routine, and to exerdfe their inven- 
tion. They even diflike particularly every 
occupation which keeps them {landing; 
the joiner, blackfmith, carpenter, farrier, all 
work fitting, eyen the mafon xaifca a minaret 
without ftasidii^ to his work : like favage 
nations, they do every thing almoft with a 
fmgle tool, fo that one is forprifed at the 
dexterity with which th^y manage it, a|Kl 

ihguld 


TRATELS IN EGYPT. 277 

Ihbuld almoft be tempted to allow them in- 
ventive ingenuity, if their invariable, method 
of proceeding did not rather lead one to ?t- 
tribute it almoft to a kind of infl:in<% ; like 
the infcft whofe workmanfhip we admire, 
whilft we know that it has not the power of 
applying the lame Ikill to different purpofes. 
It is, however, to a defpotifm which always 
commands, and never rewards, that we muft 
look for the iburce and permanent caufe df 
this ftagnation pf jnduftry. I have fmce 
feen, in Upper Egypt, Arabian artiiansy 
Tvhen not under the reftraint of their maf- 
ters, corning to offer their fervices to the 
workmen among opt foldiers, affifting them 
in their operations, and, fure of wages ade- 
quate to their induftry, endeavouring affi- 
^uouily to give us fatisfadlion by patient and 
^&\\c fervices. I have alio oblcrved them 
^^Kafnin^ with. 4oHght the play o£ the wind- 

S 3 mill. 
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mill, and watch with tranfport the Amki 
of the pile-driver : perhaps,4ndeed, their in-ir 
Hate indolence is a iecret cauie of their ^reat 
ddmiratioa of thefe two. xnachitnes, which 
affift fo much in performing the great oU. 
jfi6^ of their moft neceflafy labour, that of 
raifing water and building djkes to keep it 

. The inhabitants of this country build; aa 
little as poffible, and repair ilill le&. If a 
wall tl^eatens to come down, they prop it 
up; if ttotwithftanding it falls in, it only 
makes the fewer rooms in the houfo, and 
they quietly range their carpets by th* ^de 
of the ruins ; if at laft the houfe falls altoge- 
ther, they either abandon the fpot, or if tliey 
are obliged to clear it out, they carry awfff 
the nabbiih to as little a diftance as poffibky 
which Is the caufe that in alnioft every town 
of'Egyft, and'cfpecially in Caifc^ the eye of 

the 
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the trailer is conikmtly trxtih^d by h^b^s 
or jratfaer mcnint8«as of rablpifli^icliftazftd 

nbouti the cauic of which be b atjsi^ lof» 1o 

►J 

difcovct. \ . 

Tfaefe are fixme confiddrabie tdy^^ ^^ 
Cairo, which I think ftotild be lUtrihuted to 
the times of the caliphs ; fiich as the ^pthdc 
of Jo&ph, the wtll of Jofi^h^ tbe granaries 
of Jofcph^ all of which haine bcdn ipolith of 
hy yaffioQs travellexB, and by £xAe the [iopii* 
lar tradition has bcesi ri^akxed df thiefe lAo* 
n ptoc mte owing their origin to the pd!udoKt 
forefight of Jofeph, the flave of Potipibar. 
Wore tbiift the caife, Cairo ihouid be as afici«» 
ent as Mcjoopbis^ and the rfmak»of«thdf 
towxis ihottld be fiDuind neaar tins city, &ei!60 
theife palaces are ali bu^ v£ tuma itadre aii^ 
cient thaii the edifioes tliem&lYe& BeiideSjt 

* 

thdfe fbn£h&iM all beat the ^ndrpi miarkB 

pf the muflfuhQSBk ardnie^iMe of tfaefe ite^ 

> 

§4 , giona; 
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gioiis ; that is to fayi they pre&nt an a(V 
> iemblage of magnificence^ miiery, and ig-- 
horance, as tbefe hal^barbaridns have taken 
for the conflruflion of their vaft buildings 
the materials which were the neareft to their 
teach, and ufed them as they came to thdi^ 

vhan4s. 

.. The aquedud .which beings wsiter (toax 

old Cairo to the caiUe^ by a route of a hun- 

di|sd and iizty fathoms^ \vould be a wcdc 

of ait worth celebrating, if in its omrfe. it 

;aRas not rendered faulty by many impetfeo 

tions. . * 

^ The cafile^ which is built without plan, 

or any real ihrength or defence, has, how- 

^er, ipme parts which arc well laid r aaU 

The baihaw here refided^ or. rather was lliut 

up ; the only. remarkable rqom in his quai1;or 

is the hall of the divan, in which the bey^ 

afiembltd^. and which has. often been., the. 

^ iccne, 
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•fccne' of atigry debates and bloody ftrifc in 
4iii^ ccmtentious govcmmeht. Jofeph^s well, 
W^ich IS in this quarter, is cut in the rook^ 
twQ hundred - and fixty-nine feet in depth : 
Nordcnlhas given a full defcription of it. 
JeJeph'is palaee, which I have juft men* 
tioned^ 4s certiainly planned in a fine ftyle, 
and! could not iee without ibme admiration 
the ufe which the Arabian architefts have 
made of the antique fragments, which they 
have incorporated in their own works, and 
the. ingenuity which they have -Ihewn in oc- 
cai^pnally mixing with them ornaments of 
tbcir own invention. 

At pre&nt, as the Turks no longer find 
i^eady to their hands the columns of ancient 
Egyptian archite6lure> and yet continue to 
build moiques without clearing away^ thofc 

^ ♦ 

which fell to rains, they commiflion the 

(jranks .to fend them columns by the dozen. 

. - Thefe 
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Thefe purchaie ^ them of every ibe at Qt^ 
mta; and whca the columDs hMyc M 
Egypt, the iBufiuIman architccSta fiirkound 
the aftragals with rings of iron^ aitd «mplo7 
them to fupport the. arches of tbp portico^ 
of their mofques. The pillars are m a vety 
miferable' %le of Greek architefture ; aii4 
the Saracen ornamentSi whkh }?cgm immer 
diately beyond the colunms, contribute to 
form a mixture of compofition tti $s bad n 
tafte as can be imagjued. The miaarcits and 
the tombs are the only buildings wbich p^^ 
ierve the Arabian ftyle in aay degree of pa^ 
rity ; and if they do not preient (bat a]^ 
pe£(rance c^ full fecority, whicb h the ^r- 
fediion of architedure^ at leaft thfcy gratify 
the eye by a ricbnefs of orftan)ent» whidk 
does not de^nerate into heairinefi^aad a 
iymmetry of parts Cdmbtned with fb much 
elegance, as to remove a)l idea, of Jptieamieft 

and 


I 


and povetty of ftylc. The cemetery pf the 
Mamelukes \t an example of this t in quit*- 
ting the rubbifh , of Cairo, the granger ip 
aftonilhcd to fee another town all buflt of 
white marble, where edifices raifcd on cor 
lixmns^ and terminated by domes,, or by 

painted, carved, and ^ilt palanquinsj form a 

» 

cheerful and inviting picture; trees alone 

» 

arc wanting to fender this funereal retreat a 
deBghtfiil ipot; ib that it would feem as if 
the Turks j who bani(h gaiety from their 
iiQU&s when alive, wiflxed to bury it with 
them in the tomb« 

I wasifiniihing my. drawing of this fanc< 
tuary of de^th, lb abfutdly gay, when I heard 
loud erics^ wfaieh I at firft took to be ibme 

funeral, attended by hired female mourners, 

* 

as is the cuftom here ; but on turning my 
eyes, I faw a number of women running 
away, and noaking a,iign for me to follow 

them. 
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them. The idea of the fcourgc of the coun*- 
try at firft ruftied into my mind, but ieeing 
the ground clear for a confiderable diftance» 
and no Arabs coUeding, I refumed my draw^ 
ing. Direftly after, however, I law fcveral 
inen alfo flying off, and, being at a confidetr 
able diftance from our own pofts, I thought 
it moft prudent to return. I found fome 
agitation in the ftreets, and furprize in the 
looks of the inhabitants. When arrived at 
my houfe, I learnt that there had been an 

* 

affiray in the town^ and that the governor 
had been aflaffinated. The noiie of firing wasi 
heiurd, and we were alarmed for the houfc*^ 
of the Inilitute, which was iituated in the 
midii: of gardens looking towards the coun-? 
tiy, and enjoyed in times of peace a delight* 
ful tranquillity, but for the fame reafon was 
the firft quarter of the fuburbs to be aban- 
doned in any ferious/ difl;yrbancc, or if at«> 

tacked 
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tacked by the vArabs 2 towards the town it 
only looked upon the pctrt inhabited by the 
poorcll ciafs, and confequently the moft to 
be feared. We learned that the houfe of 

■ 

General Caffarelli had juft been pillaged, and 
that many perfons in it belonging to the 

commiffion of arts had fallen vi<9:ims to the 

» 

fiiry of the populace. We immediately made 
a mufter of our own party, and we found 
four abfent, who, as we learned an hour after. 
frorn our people, had been maflacred. Wc 
had no intelligence of Bonaparte; night 
was coming on, firing was heard in different 
places, and cries every where ; in fliort wc 
ieared a general infurrection* 

General 'Dumas, in returning from his 
puriliit of the Arabs, had made a great car- 
nage of the rebels in entering the town, and 

had cut off the head of a fcditious chief 

« 

whilil he was haranguing the people ; but a 

full 
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full half of th^ town, and that the moft po- 
pulous, was barricaded up ; more than four 
thoufand inhabitants wttt entrenched in a 
nofque ; tw6 companies of grenadiers had 
been repulfed, and the cannon had not been 
able to penetrate into thofe harrow and 
ci'ooked ftreets, whilft the enimy, unfccti 
and protected in their houfes, were able to 
throw ftones and lances on out party with 
fafcty and effect. The general had fent for 
our protection a detachment, which, how- 
ever, he was oblig-ed to withdraw about mid- 
night, and this for* a time aggravated the 
danger to which the Inftitute was cxpofed- 
The night, however, pafled quietly enough, 
for the Turks do not like to fight after dark, 
and make a point of confcience not to kill 
their enemies when the fun is gone down : 
and, on. the other band, I, who have always 
thought that in perilous fituations, prudence, 

when 
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when it can do ndthingi becomes a painful 
trouble, lay down to reft, trufting to the ter-» 
ror of .others to €iwake liie in cafci of alarm. * 
Early the next morning the war re- com- 
menced: mufkets were fent us; all the 
members of the Inftitute took up. arms, arid 
chofe them leaders ; but every one had his 
own plan of operations, 4nd no one woul<J 
obey. Dolomieu, Cordier, Pelifle, Saint- 
Simon, and myfelf, lodged at a diftance from 
the others ; our houfe might have been pil- 
laged by any one who would take the trou- 
ble ; but as fixty men had been fent to the 
afliftance of our comrades, we became eafy 
on their accpunt, and {ct about entrenching 
ourfelves in the beft manner we could, fo 
as to hold out at Icaft four hours, if attacked 
ty only a nloderate force, that we might 
have time to procure relief by the alarm ctf 
our firing. 

At 
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, At one time we thought wc werc.aftualljf 
invefted ; for. we faw the peaceable inhabi- 
tants By, and we heard the npife of arms 
reach up to our walls, and the bullets wbift|p 
oit our terraces. We immediately pulled 
them to. piecds, to give us materials for 
knocking down and crufhing aiiy enemy 
who might attempt to force our gates ; and 
at an extremity we Could even ufe as a wea- 
pon of offence the ladder which lerved for 
mounting to our chamber; In the midft c(f 
our danger^ however, the heavy artillery of 
the caftle made the diverfion in our favour, 
which I fo anxioufly expeAcd ; it produced 
, all the efFed which I looked for, and confter- 
nation fuccceded to rage* The artillery, 
however, could not reach the mofq^ue, which 
w^s now the only rallying point of our enc;* 
mies, all the reft having fiirrendered at dif* 
cretion : but the mofque itfelf w^s foon 

2 turned. 
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turned, and a battery taught the enemy that 
our warfare did not ftop with the day ; as 9 
kft effort, they now pulled down their bar^^ 
ricades and made a Ibrtie, but ' being re- 
pulled, they furrendered. The reft of the 
night pafled quiiedy, a^d the next day we 
were at liberty* 

4 We had in fadl now, f6r the firft time, 
conquered Cairo, for before it had only lur- 
rendered to the conqueror of the Mame- 
lukes: the timid and indolent Egyptians had 
fmiled with fatisfaftion at the expulilon of 
their opprelTors, who had haraiTed them with 
numberlefs vexations and adis of injuftice; 
but when they were called on to pay their 
deliverers, they foon began to I'egret their 
former tyrants : and, on recovering from 
their firft panic, they had liftened to their 
mufti, who found means to animate them 
againft us with a fatiatic enthuiiafm, and 
Vol. L T they 
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ihcj had confpired in filcnce. For our own 
ibcuritj wc ought, perhaps, to have fpared 
none who had ieen French ibldiers retire dif- 
comfited ; but our clemency anticipated their 
repentance : and thus the defire of revenge 
in our enemies was not extinguifhed by their 
conftemation, \Vhich I could read the next 
iay in the attitude and countenance of th« 
malecontents ; and I was convinced, that if, 
before the day of this engagement, we had 
been encompafled by a circle of Arabs, we 
were now confined within narrower limits, 
and ihould always be obliged to march 
tlirough domeftic foes. 

Some traitors were indeed arrefted and 
puniflied, but the mofques which had been 
the aiylum of crimes were reftored, and the 
pride of the offenders was heighteiied by the 
ai£l of condefcenfion, whilft their fanaticifm 
, was not fubdued by their terror. Whatever 

reprelfeiv- 
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rcprcfentatidn could be made to Bonaparte 
of the danger pf futh a line of conduft with 
the rebels, nothing'^could Ihake the fenti- 
ments of humanity which he difplaycd in 
thi^ event ; he wiihed to Ihcw as much de^ 
inency as he .could excite terror, axwl the paft 
was fprgotten, whilfl: we had to lament mimy 
;^nd feriQus lofles.. 

General Dupuis, an excellent captain, who 
for two years had braved the dangers that 
befet the path of glory in the brilliant cam- 
paigns of Italy, was aflaffinatcd At this time, 
whilft reoonnoitering, by a cowardly blow. 
A knife fattened to the end of a ilick was 

• * 

thrown from a window, cut the artery of his 
arm, and he expired in a few moments : the 
young and brave Sulcowiky, who was hftrdly 
recovered from the wounds he received in 
the romaatic battle of Salager, went to re- 
connoitre the enemy, whom he difcovered, 

^ T !i ' attacked. 
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attacked^ defeated, and purfued/ in fpite of ^ 
great difproportion of »unf>ber$, but unfortu- 
nately fal'fing iitfto an ambufcade, bk horie 
liras pierced with a lance, fell upon him, and 
in this iiituation he was crufhed by one who 
was haftening to his affiAance. Thus pe- 
rifhed a n^oft diftingui&ed officer in the 
arniyi an acute obierver on the mafch, an! 
intrepid warrior in the batde; his pen re- 
lieved his hand from tha fatigues of thefword; 
he had juft defcribed the march to Belbeys 
with as much grace and intereft as another 
would have related the glorious ihare which 
he had in that expedition, and the honour- 
able wounds which he received : this much- 

« 

lamented young foreigner, ambitious of glory, 
fought it in our battalions ; fuppreffing the 
vivacity of his charadlcr, he nlodelled his 
a6lions from thofe of the leader whom he 
had chofcn to follow : ?>nd thus jealous of 

diftinguifli- 
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^iftingulihing himfcif, he had fet before his 
eyes the meaiure of his emulation. I had 
been entmfted with all the paflEons of hist 
youth> I continued to admire his noble am'^ 
bitioh, fot it was by ftudy and real merit 
th^t he wiflied to rife- He had juft been 
interefting me by his energy and the free 
confid'tnce of friendihip, when the news of 
his death came to difbefs and agitate my 
{nind ; he was one. of the raoft amiable of 
the officers of the army, and his death cail 
^ melancholy cloud qn th/s Vi^ory of the 
twenty-third of Q<9tober* 

Though the populace, the devoteesj and 
forne of the great people of Cairo, IhewecJ 
thcmfelyes fanatical and cruel in this revolt, 
the piiddle daft, (which is in ^H countries 
the nioft acceflible to reafon and virtue) was 
perfcdly humane and generous to us, npt^ 
withftanding the wj4e differences of man^ 

T 3 Iters, 
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nefs, religion, and language: whilft from the 
galleries of the minarets murder was. de« 
routly preached up, whilft the ftreets were 
filled with death ai>d carnage, all thofe in 
whole houfes any Frenchmen were lodged < 
were eager to fave them by concealment, 
and to iiipply and anticipate all their wants: 
an elderly woman in the quarter in which 
we lodged gave us to underftand, that as cm 
wall' was but weak, if we were attacked, we 
had only to throw it down, and to feck for 
flidter in her harem ; a neighbour, without 
being afked, fent us pirovifion at the expcnee 
of his own ftore, when no food was to be 
purchafed in thfc town, and every thing an-. 
nounced approaching famine ; he even rc- 
. tooted every thing from before our houfe 
which cbuld fender it conlpicuous to the 
enemy, and went to fmoke at our door, as if 
it was his own, in order to deceive any that 

might 
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might attack us : two young perfons who 
wcre^ purfued in the ftreets were fnatchcd 
up by fome unknown people and carried iiito 
a houfe, and whilft they were furioufly ftrug- 
gling for deliverance, expeAing that tjicy 
were deftined for fome horrible cruelty, the 
kind ravifhers, not being able otherwife to 
convince them of the hofpitable benevolence 
of their intentions, delivered up to them 
their own children as pledges of their fm- 
cerity. Many other fuch anecdotes cqu14 
be given of delicate fenfibility, which recall 
the feelings of human nature in the tim^cs in 
which they feem to be entirely abandoned. 
If the grave Muflulman reprefifes thofe tokens 
of fenfibility which other pations would take 
9, pride in exhibiting, it is in order to prefervc 
the dignified auflerity of his charafter. 
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pHAPTER IX. 
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m 

Mummies of the Ibis in the Vaults of Saccara^ 
and ConjtSlures concerning that Bird — Cu^r 
rious juggiing Tricks of the PJylli with 
Serpents — Great Utility of the Afs \n 
Egypt, — Caravan from Mount Sinai^—Pjh* 
ramids on the Plain of Saccarahf and near 
Memphis — Various Egyptian. Villages and 

9 

Manners of the Inhabitants — Tents ofBcf 
dtndn yirabs-'-^uperftitious Ceremonies, &€. 
of the Natives— ^March ofDefatxs Army to 
Upper Egypt in Purfuit <f Murad^Bey^^ 
Various fevere Encounters with the Mame^ 
bike Army^-^DeJperate Battle of Sedinan^ 
and, Flight of the Mamelukes. > 

T^O return to objc^ of curiofity.— The 
vaults of Saccara had juft been open- 
ed/ and more than five hundred mummies 

, . . - ■ 

of 


lef the ibis had been* found in a iepulchral 

. • • _ 

cave. ' Two had been given me, and I could 
iiot rcfift the dcfire of opening one of them, 
fo citizen GcofFroi and myielf &t down 
alone at a table, witk all the neceflaiy means 
pf rpfearch before us, and myfelf, with my 
pencil in my hand. 

There is a coniiderable variety in the de« 
gree of care befto wed in embalming theic 
birds, fo that in &A nothing but the earthen 
pot in which the whole is contained is com«^ 
fnon to all. This di^renqe and pains be* 
ilowi^don mummies taken from the fame 
cave, proves that the price of the work va- 
ried confiderably foi* thefe birds te wei! as 
for men, and confeqiaently that it was dbne 
at the expence of individuals ; and alfb it 
may be prefumed, that ^e embalmed birdk 

« 

had not all been fed in temples, or colleges 
of prieils, in reward of fcrvices rendered by 
the wholie f^eciti. 

2 Ir 
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If the fame had been the cafe with thefc 

birds as with the god Apis^ a fingle individual 

would have fufficed, and thefe pots would 

not be found by thoufands. ' We may then 

fuppoie that the ibis> as it deftroys all rep*? 

tiles> was in great veneration in a country 

in which theie noxious- animals abound at a 

certain time of the year ; and, like the (^ork 

in Holland^ this bird growing tame from 

the good reception which it met. with every 

where, each houie had its own winged in- 

mates of this ipecies^ to which, after their 

death, the honours of fepultur^ were given 

-according to the means of the inhabitants. 

Herodotus relatesj that he was informed that 

in th^ earlieil times of the records of the 

country, the ibis abounded every where, but 

that in proportion as the nciarfbes of Uppar 

Egypt were drained, the birds retired to the 

lower province in qucft tof their food; which 

agrees well enough with the report of mo- 
dern 
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dern travellers^ that theiy are ilill ieen occa-f 
fionally in the lake Menzaleh. If the num- 
ber had ib muph diminifhed even in the time 
of Herodotus, it is not furprizing that its 
cxiftence at prefent has been confidered 33 
almoft problematical. 

Herodotus relates, that the priefts of He-* 
liopolis informed him, that on the retreat of 
^he v^atcrs of the Nile, clouds of winged 
ferpents arrived by th^ vallies which feparate 
Egypt from Arabia, and that the ibis went 
put to meet and feed on them ; and he adds^ 
that he had never feen thefe winged ferpents, 
but that he had gone into the vallies, and 
bad feen their fkeleton^ in innumerabid 
quantity. I think (with fubmiffion to the 
patriarch of hiflory ) that it was not neceffary 
to create this fable of dragons from Arabia^ 
in order to render the ibis a valuable animal 
to Egypt, which produces of itfelf fb many 

noxious 
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noxious reptiles ; but the refpe^ble Hefo« 
4otus was a Greeks and fond of the mar^ 
FeUous. 

The ferpent, though not winged, is ftill 
the objcift of ibmc Ibrcery in Egypt, I was 
with the commander in chief one day, whea 
the Pfyili ipverc introduced, and wc put many 
queflions to them relative to the myftery of 
their &61, and the iiippoied command over 
ferpents which they appear to pofieis. They 
anfwered our questions with more aiTurance 
than intelligence, but wc put them to the 
proof: *' Can you tell us" faid the general, 
*' whether there arc any ierpents in the pa- 
^* lac^ and if th«ere are, can you oblige them 
^' to come forth from tjieir retreats?*' They 
anfwcred both queftions in the affirmative ; 
and we put thern to the proof: on which 
they fearched all the rooais> and prefently 
after they declared that there was a faakt 


in the houfe ; they then renewed their fearch 
to difcover -where be was hid, made fome 
convuliions in paffing before a jar placed in 
a corner of one of the rooms, and declared 
that the animal was there ; where indeed 
we adually found one. This was a true 
Comus*s trick; we looked at each othen 
and acknowledged that they were very 
adroit. 

Being always curious to obferve the means 
by which men command the opinions of 
others, I rjcgretted that I was not at Rofetta 
at the proccffion of the feaft of Ibrahim, in 
which the convulfions of the PfyUi form the 
moft entertfiining part, to the populace, df 
this religious ceremony. To^ make up for 
my lofs, I addrefled myfolf to the chief of 
the ftjcft, who was keeper of the okel or tavern 
of the Franks ; I flattered him ; and he pro- 
mifcdto make mc a fpcdator of the exalt* 

ation 
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ation of one of the Pfylli, ^s foon as he 
0iould have bkwn info his fpirity ^s he pxr 
prefled it. From my curiofity he ihwght I 
bid fair to be a pro&lyte, and he ptopofed 
to initiate me^ Which I accepted ; but whfitl 
I learned that in the ceremony of initiatioa 
the grand* mailer ^its in the Inonth of the 
neophyte, this circumftance cooled toy af? 
dour, and I found that I could not prevail 
on royfelf to go through this trial ; fo I gave 
liiy money to the high-prieft, and he pro* 
mifed to let me fee one of the infpired. 

They had brought with them thdr fert 
jpentSf which they let loofe from a large ka^ 
ther feck in which they were kept> and made 
them erect their bodies and hifs, by irritatr 
ing them. I remarked that it was the light 
which principally caufcd their anger, for as 
foon as they were returned into the fack 
their paffion ceafed,. and they no longer en- 

7 deavourcd 
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deayoured to bite. ♦ It w^s alfo cuHous to 
obferve, that, when angry, the neck for fix 
inches below the head was dilated to the fize 
of one's hand. I fbon faw that even I could 
manage the ferpents perfectly well without 
fear of their fangs ; for having well remarked 
that the Plylli, while they were threatening 
the animal with one hand, feized it on the 
back of the head with the other : I did the 
fame with one of the ferpents with equal 
iuccefs, though much to the indignation of 
the performers themfelves. After this, they 
proceeded to the grand rayftery : one of the 
performers took a fnake, which he had pre^ 
viotifly difabled by breaking the tinder jawr 
and by rubbing away the gums till the whole 
of the palate js^as deftroyed ; he then g^afped 
it with the appearance of padion, and ap-' 
preached the chiefs who with great gravity 
gave him the J^irtti that k to fay, after ut- 

tering 


^ omc myfterious tv^ords, blew into hii 
mouth ; and» at thte inilant; the other wa^ 
ieized with a faCfed cohvulfion, his amis and 
legs diftortcd, hik eyes feeming to ftaf t front 
his head, and he began to tear the iinimal 
with his teeth ; whiift the tu^'a attendants> 
appearing to commiierate his fuflferings, re- 
firained his ftruggles with difficulty, and 
ihatched from his hand the ierpent; which 
he wa^ unwilling td let go. As Iboil as tht 
Ihake was removed, he remained as if ftupid; 
but the chief approached him, muttered 
Ibme words to him, retook from him the 
ipirit by afpiration, and he returned to hii 
natural ftate. Now, however, he that had 
feized the Ihake beginning to be toi;menited 
with the fame ardour to confummate the 
niyftery, came up to the chief to demand the 
Ipirit; and as he was ftronger and more 
aftivc than the firft, his cries and convtil* 

fions 
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fiotls were ftill morei violent and ridiculous^ 
I had now feen enough of. the initiatioin, 
and thus ended this grofs juggling.' > 

In thefe countries the ic6l PiylH bo£^ ' a ' 
very high origin : it was pardtuiairly preva- 
lent at Cyrenaica ; and the god Knuphis, or 
the architect: of the univerfe» according to 
Straho and Ekifebius^ was adored at Ele- 
phantina under the figure of a ierpent 

From the time of the ierpent of Eden to 
that of Achnfiiin> mentioned by 1Sa vary, this 
reptile has enjoyed uninterrupted celebrity ; 
after having tempted our firft mother, the 
apple was taken away from him; when 
making a circle with his tail in his mouth, 
he has become the iymbol of eternity ; vthen 
coiled round a ftaff, he is the god of hedlth ; 
the Egyptians, by twining two of them round 
a globe, have reprefentcd, perhaps, the equi- 
libriixm of the fyftem of the world ; the In- 

VoL. L U diani 
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dtans put him iti the hands of all their divi** 
Aities ; we have made him the reprefcntativt 
of jufticeand prudence ; the Jews have had 
itheir brazen ierpcnt; the Greeks that of 
Elennis and the Python ; and in lator timesy 
die Muflulmans have their hanili, the de* 
flowerer ; and yet io many illu^bations have 
dianged nothing of the nature of this wiie 
animsd ; he continues to court obfcurity, KOfi 
avoid tlie light, and never nafes his head to 
;more than half his hei^« Why then all 
this celebrityV and this religious obfervance 
uhanimoufly beftowed on this reptile ? 

The camels do all the office of caib at 
Cwro ; they bring thither all the provifions, 
and carry away the filth : the iaddIe-ho]:&s 
and afles are chiefly devoted to traniportiog 
pailengers from place to place, and they ^ 
'(een in «very fircet iaddled; bridled, and al- 

' ways ready to ftart. The afe, which in Eu- 

' " -♦ rope 


rope and the rmrthern countiies is heavy and 
dull> appears quite in its natural climate in 
Egypt ;• tod it here enjoys all its powers in 
full perfeilion ; it is heahhy^ aftive, amd 
cbeer&l^ the mildeii: and fafefi: animoi to 
mount that one can poflibly have ; his na^' 
tural pace is an amble or a gallop^ and with-- 
out l&^guing his rider, he carries him ra-* 

* 

pidly ovc# the large plains which lie betweert 
different parts of this ftraggling city. This 
mode of conveyance was ib agreeable to mtt 
that I ipent almoft the whole day on the 
back of afles; I became ktiown to all the 
people who let them out for hire, and thefd 
trcre fo ufed to my habits, as to carry for me 
my drawing port-folio and chair, and farved 
all the day as my valets ; and by double 
wages r could get them to attend me mount* 
ed as I was, and thus I paifed from place to 
place as rapidly as on the beft horfcs, and 

U 2 could 
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could .continue my employments ^ much 

longer titrK* 

* * - 

In this manlier, during one of my tours^ 
I took a drawing of the canal which brings 
water to the Nile during the time of the 
inundation. (See Plate. XL Fig. i?.) 

Being commiffidned by the Inftitutc to 
give a report of the different coluinns ki th& 
vicinity of Cairo^ I made feveral drawings of 
thoie obje£b that I judged the nK>ft wortby 
of note. The following arc here giiren^ 

A view of Old Cairo. (Plate XI. Kg. 1 -) 

A view of the port of Boulac. (Plate XIL 
Fig. 1.) 

A view of the tombs of the c&liphs at the 
caft of Cairo^ without the walls. (Plate XIL 
Fig. 2.)*. 

» 

I found myfelf very comfortable at Cairo, 

« 

, ^ See alfo the Explanation of the Phtes at the 
end. ' 

but , 
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but it was not to loiter here that I had quit* 
ted Pans, An Arabia caravan arrived from 
Mount Sinai, hringbg charcoal, gum, and 
alijioods ; it coniifted of five hundred men 
and fc'fr.cn hundred camfk. It was t:ertainly 
an expenfive way of transporting merchan- 
dize whkb would fell for ib little, but the 
owners were in want of articles which they 
.could not procure elfcwhere, and they had 
only charcoal to give in exchange. Some of 
thdr countrymen, a month before, had eil* 
deavioured to learn of the Greeks whether 
the French, who were now matters of Cairo, 
did not devour Arabs ; but as they were very 
well treated they npw arrived in crowds. 
The commander in chief wifhed fbme one 
to take advantagiC of their return, to gain in- 
formation concerning the route of Tor, and 
i was tempted to take this antient journey of 
fhe Ilraelites, and offered my fervices to the 

U ,3 general, 
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^ncral> proinded be would enfure my re* 
iturn* He told. me he would ^eep the csp^ 
;tain of the caravan as a hofbge (or me, but 
imiled at my idea, that I fhould become ao 
i^uainted in twelve day^ with the partkulafs 
x)f the wonderful part of the ea^dition of 
Moies> from the time of his departure 6om 
JVdeniphis to his ariival at the deiert of/Phar 
ran ; and, without a reiidence of fcHty yeais> 
that I fhould vifit Mount Sinai, and cro& a 
' part of the world, the annals of which mount 
to the higheft antiquity, the cradle of three 
.religions, ^nd the native coimtry of thice 
legiflators, all d^cended from the family of 
.Abraham^ . who have govcjrnod the opinions 
of the world. 

But aa ^foon as J made the propofals to the 
Arab chief, he tqld me that for all the goW 
in the world he would not tdjce the charge 

gC me ; |h§it it wpuld be i iflciog bc^tili my 
. life, 
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iife'^ that of air the monks' in Mount Sinai^^ 
Mid of every individual of his caravan^ bev 
eaufe two powerful tribes^ the Ovatis ami 
the Ayaidis^ had vowed vengeance againflr 
the French. I was telling this to the com« 
mander in chiefs juft as he was fending ofF 
^ convoy to Defaix ; and as I was fet upon 
going to the eall^ I afked of him a paflport 
ibuthwards, and in a few hours I ^as a6hi** 
aUy on my journey. 

The next morning at day-l>reak we were 
ftill a league fhort of Saccarah^ as we had 
been flack of wind, and had only made four 
leauges during the night. I took a View of 
the pyramids of this place, as far as I could 
diflinguifh them, which at this diflance 
ieemed to occupy a fpace of two leagues. 
(See Plate XIH. Fig. 2.) Though fo far from 
the river, I could diflinguifh that the near- 
<ift, which is of middling fize, is compd^d 

U4 of 
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of ftages Tiiing one above the other ; after 
this come to view other finall pyramids al* 
moft deilroyed ; half a league further is one 
vhofe baic fecms as wide a$ thofe of Gizch, 

I 

but of lefs elevation^ and but little decayed ; 
half a league ilill further is the largeft pf all 
thoie of Saccarah, whoie form is ioegular^ 
that is, the line of the terminating apgle is. 
iloped like a byttreis reverie^ ; clofe to this 
is a fmaller one: and another nearer to the 
Nile, which is abiblutely in ruins, and looks 
likp a J)rown grey rock, owing I fuppofc %o 
the materials being unburn t brick ; and the 
fho{;e of the river probably concealed others 

* 

from my view. 

This multitude of pyramids fcattercd over 
the diflridt of Saccarab, the plain of the 
monks, and the caves of the ibis, all prof e 
that this territory was the Necropolis to ^ 
foY}tb of Memphis, and that the village of^ 

pofitc 
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pofite to this^ in which the pyramidt of 
Gizeh are fituated^ was another Necropolis, 
(or city of the dead) which formed the 
northern extremity of Memphis, and by 
thcfe we may meafure the extent of this an* 
cient city. 

In the afternoon, oppoiite Mifletida, we 
faw another very large pyramid, but fo fhat- 
tercd, that in any other country but Egjrpt, 
at the great diftance at which it is feen from 
the river, it would be taken for a fmall hilL 
A league farther there is another ftill larger 
and more ihapeleis. The fmall iilands at 
this part of the river we found covered with 
dupks, herons, and pelicans. 

In the evening we faw the pyramid of 
Meidum between the villages of Bigga and 
Caf&-el-Bilk. (See Plate XIII. Fig. 1.) 

In the night we arrived at Saoyeh, and 
pCfieral Belliard &b4igingly offered to ihare 

his 
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its dsrcUing ivi& me^ "whidi indeed was 
(mail enough, as our beds filled tbc whole ' 
loomj and we weiie obliged to turn them out 
when we wanted to iet up our table, and 
again to remove the table when we had oc- 
cafion for our beds. This union prored as 
happy as it was dofe, for we did not ^it 
each other's ibcietj dining the whole cam- 
paign ; Bnd I wiih he may have retained as 
i^eeable u remembrance of me, as the gen- 
tleneisy equability, and unalterable Jkindnefs 
t/i his charader have left in my own breaft* 
The &cond night ix)th our kitchen and our 
ftable were overthrown ; but, as phlegifiatic 
as MufTulmans, we did not think of quitting 
the place ; and befides, notwithftanding this 
accident, our dwelling was the beft and the 
moft reipei^able inappearance c^f the whole 
irillagc. In this part of Egypt aH the build- 
ing& ace made of rpud and chopped ftraw, 

I dried 
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dried in the iim; the ftairs, ivt^indow open- 
ings^ hearths^ utenfils^ and even fumiturey 
are all c^ the iame iimple material ; fo that 
if it were poffible that the invariabk order 
of climate which nature has fixed here 
fliould be for a mpm^nt dianged^ and . that 
unufual winds ihould arreft and difiblve in 
fain ibme of thofe groups of clouds which 
the north wind is perpetually driving over 
their heads in fuQinier towards the moun^ 
tains of Abyilinia^ the towlis and vUla^ 
;Would be foftened down and liquefied in 9, 
few hours fo completely, that com might be 
ibwn on the fpot where they ftood; but 
thanks to the climatCi a houfe built of thi3 
firail material will generally laft the life of 
the builder^ which is atnply fiifHcient for the 
man wbofe fon muft ranibm from the ipve- 
greign the ground for which his father has 
already paid* 

The 
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The day after my arrival a column of 
three . hundred naen went out to raiic the 
mlri or Und«tax^ and a requiiition of buffk- 
iocs and horfes. In this refped we followed 
the exaniple of. the Mamelukes, each of 
whorn^ with the fame view, ufed always, in 
the province allotted to him, to take the iame 
military promenade^ encamping before the 
towns and villages, and living at free quarters ' 
till the requiiition was complied with. This 
calls to mind what Diodorus SLculus (ays of 
the Egyptians, that they think themfelves 
dupes when they pay what they owe, be- 
fore they are. forced to it by blows. I may 
remark too, that, without ever l-cfulrng ' pay * 
mcnt, there was. no ingenious device which 
they omitted iA order to delay, at leaft foi: 
fomt hours, the feizure of their money. 

T)[je progfefs of this column gave me an 
cxccllcht opportunity of makin]g difcovcries, 

an4 
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and of bbfcrving the peculiarities of the in- 
tenor of the country. The firft. journey 
brought me near the pyraifaid of Meidum, 
which 1 had already fcen at a diftance; I was 
now no more than half a league off it, but 
was fcparatcd from it by the canal of Jufef, 
and anothef fmallcr one, and wc were not 
provided with a boat. However, with the 
afitftance of an excellent glafs, and as clear 
fine weather as poffible,*! was able to rAake 
my obfervations upon it almoft as Welt as if 
1 touched it. It is built on a platform made- 
by one of the fecondary bills of the Lybian 
chain. The form of the pyrainid is five large 
retreating {leps or ftages; the calcareous 
ilohe of which it is compofed is more or Icls 
friable ; the bafe and the loweft ftagc arc 
more worn than any of' the others, and in 
the middle of the fecond ft^ge feveral coutfcs 
have undergone the fame decay. (See again 

Plate 
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Plate XIIL Fig. l.) In paifing from the 
village of Meidum to that of Sapht^ I had an 
opportunity of obferving three fides of this 
pjrramid, and it appears that an caning has 
be^i attempted kt the fecond ftage <m the 
north iide : the rubbifh^ covered with drifted 
&nd, riies as high as this openings and covers 
all but the angles of the firft ilage. The ruin 
begins at the third ilage, of which about a 
third part remains : the entire height of all 
that is left of this pyramid appears to be 
slbout two hundred feet. 

All the country which we paiTed wa« 

. abundantly fertile, arid ibwn with wheat, 
fainfoin, barley, beans, lentiles, and doura or 

forgo, which is a kind of millet, cultivated 
almoft univerially in Upper Egypt. WEilft 
the grain of this plant is ftiU milky, the 

« 

peafants roaA it like maize, they chew the 
green ftalk like the iiigar cane ; the leaves 


are food fof cattle; aBJd tliemeiitina orpkb, 
whcadiy^ fcrv€s for tinder ; the c^ac fu^ 
plies the place of wood for firing and heat^ 
ing the ovens ; flour is made of the grahl 
itfclf, and cakes of the flour, but none of sdl 
thefe parts are good. 

Between Meiduai and Sapht I found the 
xuins of a inoiqiie» anaotig which were, large 
columns of cipoline marble : could this be 
remains of the antient Nicopolis ? IJdw* 
ever, I found in the neighbourhood no frag^ 
ments of wall which could indicate the ex* 
iflence of any antiqui^. ^ ' 

Fron^ Sapht we went to an adjoining 
hamlet^ which is a kind of mud fortrefs. 
This, feudal retreat was formed of an encla- 
fure crofled by fome ftraight ftreefs, and ^ 
within was a fmall caftle, in which the 
kiachef rciided, which wa& embattled, and 
contained a covered way full of loop-holes: 

the 
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t})b kiachcf however kad emigrated, and his 
Satellites difperied, and the inhabitants of 
the adjacent tillages had taken their revenge 
hjr pillaging his houfes. 

Our feeond expedition was to Meimund, 
a very rich village, with ten thouiand inha^ 
bitants. Like all the reft, it is furrounded 
with dunghills and heaps of rubbilh, which 
in fuch a flat country as this fcrm fo many 
hiUs, that may be ieen at a coniiderable dif- 
tanpe. Every evening each of thefc emi- 
nences is feen covered with people, who lie 
down upon it, and breathe its noifome 
vapours, fmoking their pipes, and ob&rving 
if all is quiet iti the £elds. Thefe heaps of 
dung and rubbiih produce nmny inconveni- 
ences, they obfcure the houfes, infcft the 
air, and fill the eyes of the people with ^ 
acrid duft mixed with minute ilraws, which 
is one of the numero)» caufes of the diieaies 

of 
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dT the tycs to which the people of Egypt are 

fo much ckpofed. 

Froik Meimund we proceeded to ' £1^ 
£affer> a pretty Tillage in an excellent 
country; The gum-^arabic is here collcabd, 
which is procured by incifion from a kind of 
mimo&; called the nilotica^ or Egyptian 
thbrn> which bears very fragrant gblden bud^. 
We here procured fine hor&s^ and an exoeI« 
lent breakfafti We difcorered from hence 
Abuffir, Behiali, Dallafte, Bacher, Tabuch, 
Buch^ Zeitun, and Efchmend-el-Arab. At 
El-EaiFer wc met with a dozen Arabs, en- 
camped without the villagCi I got H view 
of the chiefs tent, compofed of nine picquets 
fupporting an indifferent woollen tent-cloth. 
Under w hich were all the articles of his house- 
hold furniture^ confining of a mat, and a 
carpet of the fame ftuff as the tent, two 
facks, one of wheat for the man, and another 

Vol. I. X of 
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of barley for his tnare, a hand*tnill to grind 
corn 9 a chicken pen^ and a jar £ot his bens 
to lay iHf pots> cofFee*pots, and cups. The 
'ivomen were hideous as well as the. children. 
From El-Ea&r we went to Benniali: 
here they brought us nothing, fo we fent for 
the fheiks, and the next day they, fent vs 
hories, and the tribute in money* I qottted 
this ftation wijthoi|t regret in order to join 
Defaix, whom I knew^ and loved, and re- 
solved not to quit> and whofe operations 
therefore would determine the courfe of my 
iutui^e travels. We left Zaoy^ and ilept 
that night at Chendauyeh^ returning again 
.by Meimund and Benniali. The firft of 
our party who got to this village found its 
inhabitants all under arms, which cauied a 
mifunderilanding, and a mutual difcharge 
of mufkets, whereby feveral of the natives 
were killed, but at laft an explanation and 
5 amicable 
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amicable arrangement took place. A mo- 
ment after we heard a loud outcry, which 

we thought proceeded from ibme terrible 

« 

cataflrophe, but it was only occafioned by 
our foldiers cutting down the withered 
branches of a decayed tree to make a fire to 
boil their ibup. 

The belief in a fupreme Being, and th^ 
principles of a reafbnable morality, are Aiffi* 
cient for the wife man ; but the paflions of 
the ignonuit vulgar require intermediate di- 
vinities, grofs, to iatisfy their grofi imagin* 
ation, and vicious, in conformity with their 
own vicious habits. The religion of Maho- 
met, therefore, which is a religion of pre* 
cepts, does not fa tisfy the fantaftic ignorance 
of the Arabs ; and thus, in ifpite of their blind 
refped for the koran, and their abfblute de- 
votedneis to eveiy thing which comes from 
their prophet, notwithftanding the ana« 

X 2 themas 
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•themas pronouiiced agatnft evety deviation 
iiom the law^ they have not been able t<> 
withdiaw themielves from herefy, and to 
fciift the attradion of idolatry* They have 
their peculiar f»nts^ to vrhom they dp not 
indeed aiiign a &parate place in tl^ir para« 
dife^ where every thing is in common^ but 
to whom they raiie tombs, and whofb aihe» 
they revere; and ir<Mn an unaccountable 
ftupidity, thefe faints do not become an ob^ 
jeft of worfhip till after death, and when 
alive are the fubjed of mockery and dexifioiu 
The Arabs attribute to the weak in iuider-» 
ftanding, when dead, certain powers and in- 
fluences: one is the father of the light,, and 
cuMs >compIalnts ia the eyes; another h the 
father of generation, and prefidcs over fying- 
in women, &c. &c. The greater number 
of thefe faints have pafied their fi& iu re* 
peating confbmtly the word ifllah, crouthcd 

beiidc 
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hcddc the corner of a wall, or ia receiving 
livithodt thanks what has been neccflary to 
their ifubfi^nce ; others employ thetnielvtt 
in beating their heads with a (lone ; othen^ 
covered with garlands, in finging hymns; 
.others, like the oriental faquirs, in rematnii^ 
jnotionlefs, naked, without ever teftifying 
the iiighteilr emotion, and waiting* for alms, 
for which they never aik, or thank the do- 
nor. Befides this kind of idolatry, there 
are others, which are akin to magic; for 
example, therc are certain ftcmes and trees 
which conce^ a gcod or bad genius, and 
thus become facred, and cannot be removed 
without profanation ; and to thefe, domeftic 
iecrets and projcfts of various kinds are en* 
trufted in confidence, whilft they are wor* 
flilpped with myflerious fecrecy, but revered 
in public. 

It was the danger from the axes of our 

X 3 foldiers 
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foldiers, incurred by a tree of this kind, 
whidi had made the alarm at Chendauyeh : 
1 went to fee it, and i/v^as.ftruck with its 
great dqcay ; only one of its branches bore 
any leaves* and all the others, which were 
dry and broken off, were fcrupuloufly pre- 
icrved in the very Ipot beneath the tree 
whereon they had fallen. In examining this 
tree with attention, I found fafteped to it by 
nails, locks of hair, teeth, fm^U bags of lea- 
ther, fmall ftandards, and near the tombs I 
found fingle ftones iet up, and a feat in the 
form of a faddie, under which was a large 
lump. The hair had been depofited there 
by women, in order to fix the roving affec- 
tion of their hufbands ; the teeth belonged 
to adults,* who coniecrated them to implore 
the arrival of their fecond fct, and of air mi- 
racles this is one of the commoneft, iince 
the Arabs have very fine and good teeth ; 

the 
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the ftones -arc votive that the perfoiv who is 
going to build & houfe -with them may al-^ 
ways inhabit it himfetf ; and the faddie- 
formed chair is the place in which a perfon 
fits when he makes a night vow, after having^ 
lit the lamp beneath. One of the iantons 
above mentioned is . rcprefented at Plate 
XLV. Fig. 2. 

At Chendauyeh we encamped for the* 
night in a wood of palm trees, where, for- 
the firft time, I found green turf in Egypt* 
We were hardly wrapped in our cloaks^ 
when we heard a firing, on which we ftart- 
cd up, and paiTed the night in going the 
round of our polls, but we could difcover 
no enemy. The next day we arrived at 
Benefiief, 

Defaix had been charged with the purfuit 
of Murad-Bey, and the conqueft of Upper 
Egypt, to which the latter had retired aftet 

X4 the 


the battle of the pyiiamidi. . Oil the fioic 
day the diviikin of Defra; hufA gojox^ to tak^ 
a pofition bcyoi>d Cairo^ ^d he bad ojnl;y te- 
turned thither to cqapeit vit^- the com-- - 
mander in chief* fie ftt put ^^in^ Au- 
gaik 2Qthf with a flotilla to -oo^voy his 
march. 

Defaix^ heing informed that <^ pait of the 
provi(i<ms ^nd ammimitioh qf the Mame-* 
lukes was pn board fpme boats at Rechu^ch, 
marched in ipitq of the inimdfitipn to carry 
it off,, and the 2lft of light infantry, afte^ 
paffing eight canalsj and (he lalce Bathen^ 
with the water up to their arm-pits, ha^ 
reached the convoy 4t Benelch, dri¥en off 
the Mamelukes who defended it, and got 
pofleffio^ of it. Murad had fled tp.yaium ; 
Defaix had r^oinod his diyiiion at Abu- 
girgeh, and had m^i^phed to Tarut-el-^Ph^rif^ 
where he took a pofition at the entrance of 

the 
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the canal Juicf ^o fecure a ^mmumcati<Hi 
with CairQ. When arrived at Siut, where 
the Matndukes had not dared to wait for 
him^ he endearoured to come up with them 
at Bencadiy to which place they had retired, 
with their women and tl^eir baggage. At 
lafl, having colkded them ail at Fainm^ he 
Jcft Smt to go down to Tarut-el-Cherif, and 
there had enrbarked his army, had aicended. 
with them np the canal of Jufef, in fpite 
pf the ferious obftacles pfefented to him by 
the winding^ of the canaF^ the attacks of the 
Mamehtkes, and the oppofition of the inha* 
bitants, who ^ver^ alloniflied to find them^ 
felvcs compelled to aflift i» operations which 
they had at firft conildered as impra6licable. 
Defaix, Jiowpver, arrived at the height of 
Manfufa, on the frontier of the defert, where 
at laiji he c$me np with Murad, and not 
i?eing ^ble tp maJ^? ^ppd bis landing in the 

teeth 
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teeth of the enemy, he tacked about to return 
to Minkia. The Mamelukes, encouraged by 
this countermarch, threaten the barks ; the 
companies of grenadiers repulfe and difperfe 
them ; the landing is efleded in good order, 
and the troops form thcnifelves in'fquare 
battalions, and purine their march towards 
the defert, attended by the boats, till they 
arrive oppofite to Manfura. 

Murad-Bey vsras now only two leagues off 
us, and whilft we were haraffed by his rear- 
guard he gained the heights, where he en- 
camped with all the oriental magnificence. 
With our glafles we could diftinguilh his 
peribn, refplendent with gold and precious 
flones, and iurrounded by all the beys and 
kiachefs under his command. 

We immediately march lip to him, and 
cannonade him with two field-pieces, the 
only ones which we Qpuld bring with us, 

upon 


TRAVBLS IN £QT?T. 331 

upon which this brilliant cavalry^ always 
uncertain in its operations^ halts, falls back^ 
and allows itfelf to be puriued as far as Ei- 
belamon. 

In our purfuit, however, we had got at 
a diftance from our fleet of boats, and as we 
were in want of food, we were obliged to 
return to procure bifcuit. The enemy 
thought that we fled* and returned to the 
attacks with cries more relembling the howl* 
ing of beads than the fhouts of men ; our 
artillery again checked the main body, bit 
ibme of the boldeft came with their fabrcs 
clofe up to our infantry, and carried off two 
men juft under pur bayonets. At length 
night relieved us from their obftinate per- 
feverance. 

Having regained our barks, got a fupply 
of bifcuit, and taken fome hours reft, we 
refumed our march. During this time 

Murad* 
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Murad-Bey had caufed a ftranger to come 
into his camp, and to ipmad a report^ that 
the Englifh had deftroyed all the Frencli in 
Alexandria : that the inhabitants of Cairo 
had maflacred thofe who had got po^effion 
of that town^ and that none of their enemies 
remained except the handful which bad £ed 
from them the night before^ and were now 
on the point of being exterminated. Mtirad 
then ordered a {cslA, in which a mock com-^ 
bat between the Arab^ andt French was adcd; 

and thoie who perfonated the French bad 

« 

orders tq allow themi^lves to be pvercome : 
but the feaft terminated with real blood- 
Ihed, as they barbarouHy maifacred the two 
priibners which they hac} made the twp pre- 
ceding days. 

Defaix had learned that Murad was at Se- 
dinan^ burning with impatience to give him 
battle. He therefore gave orders to advance 

2 towards 
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towards the Arab chief. As ibbn as we had 
quitted the encioied and cultivated country, 
loud cnes of fierce joy were heard ; but the 
day being far advanced, the caany deferred 
till the morrow the vidory of which they 
were fo confident. The night was pafifed ia 
feaftingin their camp, and in the dark their 
patroles came to infult our advanced pofb^ 
imitating our language. At the &e& dawn 
o£day we formed in a hollow fquare batta- 
licai, with two platoons on our flanks. Soon 
after we faw Murad-Bey at the head of his 
jformidable Mamelukes, and eight or ten 
thouiand Arabs advancing to us, covering a 
league oi the plain* A valley feparated the 
two armies, which we had to crois to reach 
our enemies. We were hardly got to this 
unfavourable pofition, when the enemy fur* 
round us on all fides, and charge us with aa 
intrepidity approaching to fury : our doft 

files 
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files render their numbers uieiefs; our muf- 
ketry keep up a fteady fire, and repel their 
firft attack ; they halt, fall back, as if retir- 
ing firom the field, and fuddenly fall upon one 
of our platoons and overwhelm it : all who 
are not killed immediately throvr themfehes 
on the ground, and this movement uncovers 
the enemy to our grand fquare ;. then we 
take advantage of it, and pour in our £re» 
iRrhich again makes them halt and fall back. 
All that remain of the platoon enter th^ 
ranks, and we colIe<% the wounded. We are 
again attacked in mafs, not with the cnes<^ 
vi<flory, but of rage ; the courage is equal oa 
both fides, they are animated by hope, we 
by indignation : our mulket-barrels are cut 
with their fabres, their horfes fall againfi our 
files, which receive the ihock unfhaken ; the 
liories areilartled at our bayonets ; and their 
riders turn their heads, and back th^m upon 

— us 
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Us to open our ranks by their kicks : our 
peoplerwho knew that their fafety cooiifted 
in remaining united, prefs on without dif* 
order, and attack without breaking their 
ranks ; carnage is on all fides, but each party 
fight without mixing with the other. At laft 
the fruttlefs attempts of the Mamelukes urge 
them to a madnefs of rage, they throw at us 
their arms, which otherwiie could not reach 
us ; aiid, as if this were to be their laft battle, 
they ihower upon us their guns, piflrbls, 
hatchets, and the ground is ftrewed with arms 
of all kinds. Thofe who are difmounted 
driag themfeives under our bayonets, and cut 
at our foldiers' legs with their fabres ; the 
dying man fummons his laft effort to throttle 
his advcrfary. One of our men lying on the 
ground, was feizing an expiring Mameluke, 
and ftrangling him, an officer iaid to him> 
'^ How can you, in your condition^ do fucb 

*^an 
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•* an aA?'* " You fpeak much at jrout eafe/^ 
the man replied, ^* you who sire unhurt ; hni 
•* I^ who have not long to live, muft have 
*♦ fomc enjoyment while t may.'^ 

The enemy had now fufpended their at*^ 
tack ; they had killed many of our men ; 
and though they retired^ thty had not fled; 
and our pofition was not at all amended* 
Diredly aft€r their retreat had left us un-f^ 
covered, they opei^d upon us a hatbery of 
dght guns> which th^ had before maikcd# 
and which> at evety difcbafge bi ought dowii 
fix or eight of otir mcn«. We had tiow a mo« 
ment of conilcmatkm and dtfinay^ and the 
number of our wounded every inHant cil^ 

ft 

creaied. To found a retreat wotild be to re- 
vive the courage of the enemy, and to ex*^ 
poic ourfelves to every kind of calamity ; to 
remain where we were would be to encrea£^ 
our difafler fruitlefsly, and to rifk the livesr 

of 


pt u$ aU ; but in marching Wi: muft aba^dtop 
PUr wounded, and give them up to tett;ai|l 
dcdru^f^Uon*^^^ moft diftreilifig Qipc^mj^^Q^e 
in all war^, and efpeciaUy in the i^vage f^>;}« 

< > X - 

teft iii which we w^rc now engsge^. What 
order was to be giveu^ Defaix^ \tk dre^ul 
perp)^2;ity^Aood awhile t&otiQnkfs ; bvit the 
com.W« m.*«ft, «.4th« WU. of ia.f«ri«,s 

> • 

nebeifity, dtowtieil the cries of th^wouoded ; 
the word Was givfen, and Wfe marched on* ' 
We had iio choice between boAipleat vie* 
tory, or tntii'e deftrudtidn ; and this extre- 
mity was fo fenfibly felt by all> that the whole 
army became, itl couragii and uljanimity, as 
a fingle individiiaL Our light artillery, com- 
matided by the impetuous , l^ourrtcrie^ per* 
form prodigies of celerity and addrefi ; and 
Whilft in its hufty courfe it is difmounting 
the Mamclukii cannon, our grenadiers come 
tip, the battery is abandoned ; and this army 
1fvt..t. ' Y of 
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' of cavalry^ ten times our number, immedi- 
iitely (land amazed, check their courfe, fall 

' back, gallop off, and disappear like a vapour, 
leaving us without an enemy. 

Never was there a more terrible battle, a 

■ 

more fplendid victory, and a more unez- 
pe&ed fuccefs. I ftill think of it ^ a fright- 
ful dream, which has only lef^ in the mind 
. a vague impreilion of terior. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

* 

Defaix returns to Cairo for Reinforcements^^ 
Convents near BeneJuef-^Encroachment (f 
the Sand of the. De/ert-^-^CanaJ Ju/efand 
other Works — Conje£iures on the Lake 
Mcerts — Fertility of the Province of Fop- 
urn — Pyramid of Bilahun''^Retum of De* 
fux, and March — Arab Thief'^-^Benefech, 
and other Villages^— Grand Portico of Her * 
tnopoUs — Vermin in Egyptian Houfes-^ 
Town of Beneadi, and Character of the 
Inhabitants. 


^THHE real advantage which wc obtained 

at the battle of Sedinan^ v^s to detach 

the Arabs from the Mameluke, party, and 

we may alio add, the fear with which our 

Y 2 mode 


mode of fighting infpired thcfe latter. Nof^ 
withfbuidmg the difpropt)rtion of number^ 
th^ unfavotirable pofition in which we were 
placed, and the circumftances in their fa^ 
▼our, which rhuft have made them reckob 
on our total deftru6lion, the reiult of the 
t>attle put ai^ehd to their flattering illufions. 
'Miirad'^Bey now changed llis plan,, and giv- 
ing up fall hopes of Weaikg the ranks of 
our in&ntiy, or of reiiftihg it» aetacJ» in the 
6pen £eld, he took fixm^ us the bf^rtanity 
of putting an end to the ciunpaign by de* 

4 

cifive Wows, and we we*c redixred tdpi&fiie 
an aSivts and rapid enemy t who,, by his anxif* 
ous and refllefs precautions^ left us neither 
reft nor fecurity. Our mode of warfare was 
now to tefembfe that *f Antotay Tagainft 
the Ftrfhttlm: the Roman legions, invin- 
cible, in the field, overthrew their etiemy * 
-^ttaliohs, land foimd no other obflack than 

the 
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the fpace of country which th^ir foes left 
behind them; but, c^lxaufled with dally 
lofffs, the vidlors thought thcmfelves for-* 
tunate to be able to quit the territory of a 
people who, always beaten but never fub» 
dued, would, even the day after a defeat, re- 
turn with invincible perlcvcrancc to haxais 
thofe whom they had juft left mafters of an 
unprofitable field of battk. 

The beat of the days, and the coolneis of 
the nights in this feaibn, had afflided the 
army with much inflammation of the eyes : 
this diieafe is unavoidable when long marches 
and fatiguing days tare followed by nights 
watching, in which the humidity of the air 
reprefies pcrfpiration ; viciffitudes which 
bring bn iQflammatioii either in the eyes or 
the bowels, 

Defaix, to lofe no time to levy the requi- 
.iitions, and procure horfes in the province 

Y 3 which 
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which be had juft conquered^ left three 
hundred and fifty men at Fafum, and fet 
out to reduce the villages which Murad-Bcy 
had excited to revolt. During his abiencc 
in the province, a thoufand Mamelukes, and 
a number of fellahs, or peafants^ came to at* 
tack the town which contained our fick 
men. 

General Robin, and the chief of brigade, 
Exuper, who, with the troops under his com- 
mand, were all fufiering under ophthalmia, 
performed prodigies of valour, and drove back 
from ftreet to ftreet, a whole hoft of ene- 
mies, after making a terrible llaughter 
among them. Defalk rejoined thcfe bravo 
men, and the whole army marched by Be* 
nefuef, to difpute with Murad-Bcy the re- 
fources of this rich province. 

When arrived at Behefuef, Defaix return- 
ed to Cairo, in order to procure the means 

of 
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of renewing the campaign : he there col- . 
leded and clifpatched , forwards every thing 
which he thqught neccffary to iecure his 
marches^ and to force Murad to come to 
adion. For myfelf, fearing the pleafures of 
the capital^ I remained at BenefueC though, 
but little inviting to the artift. 

On the left bank of the Nile^ oppoiite 
Benefuef^ the Arabian chain Qf mountains 
lowers, retires further off, and forms the val- 
ley of Araba^ or the Chariots', terminated by 
Mount Kolfun, rendered famous by the grot- 
toes of t wo cefiobite patriarchs, St. Anthony 
und St. Paul, the founders of the monaftic 
order, and creators of this contemplative 
iyftem, which is fb ufelefs to mankind, and 
has been £o long refpedled by the credulou3 
people. On the foil which covers the two 
grottos, which thefe two hermit faints in- 
Jiabited, two monafteries ilill exiili from pne 

Y4 of 
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o( which It is fmcf Mount Sinai, beyond the 
|ted-Sea> may be difcemed. Tke jcnouth (^ 
this vaWcyjt towards^ the Nile, exhibits ik>- 
thing but a dreary plain, the only cultivated 
part of which is a narrow flip of land on 
the bank of the river : feme teftiges of vil«- 
lages overwhelqied by the fend may be dif* 
cpvercd, and they prefcnt thp affliAing fight 
of daily devaftatioh, produced by the conti- 
nual encroach nient of the deiert on the foili 
kiundated with faud. 

Notbitig is fo rael^n^holy to the fcclingSi, 
a$ to march over thcfe ruined villages, to 
ttcad under fo<>t. the roofs of tlie houfes, and 
the tops of miliarets ; and tp think that theft 
Were once cultivated fielda, flouriihing trees, 
^nd the habitations of m4n — every thing 

■ 

living faa$ difeppeared^i filen'cfe is within and 
around evei^ wull, and the defertcd villages 
are like the dead, whpfe l^eletons fttik^ 
y^lth terror. 
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The antient Egyptians fpcak of this en* 
croachment of the fandsj uader the iymbol 
of the myftef lous entrance of Typhon into 
the bed of his fifter-in-law Ifis ; an incef( 
which is to change Egypt into a defert as 
frightful a^ thofe by which it is encom- 
paffed; and this great event will happen 
when the Nile, finds a lower level, through 
fome one of the fiirrounding vallies, than the 
bed in which it now flows> and which is 
conftantly getting higher. This idea, which 
jit firft appears e^^traordinary, will be thought 
probable, when we coniider the local fitua^ 
tion», Thq elev^tion.of the Nile, and the rife' 
of its banlfs, have made of it an artificial ca- 
nal, which would by this time have put 
Faium iiridcr water, if the caliph Jufef had 
not raifed new dykes upon the old ones, and 
4ug a collateral canal below Benefuef, to re* 
ftore to the rivcf a part of tl^p water which 

2 is 
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is every year poured by the overflowing into 
tbb vaft baibn. If it were not for the caufe* 
ways which ftop the inundation^ the great 
fwells would foon convert this whole pro* 
vince into a large lake, which j^Aually threat- 
ened to happen twenty-five years ago by an 
extraordinary inundation, in which the river 
had rifcn over the banks of Hilaon, and it 
was much feared either that the province 
would remain under water, or that the 
fiream would refume an aiitient channel^ 
which it was evident it had occupied in re- 
mote gigcs. To remedy this inconvenience^ 
a graduated dyke has been raifed near Hit 
laon, vvherc there is a fluice creded, which, 
as foon as the inundation has got to (be pro* 
per height to water the province without 
drownmgit, divides the mafe of water, takes 
the quantity neceflary to irrigate Famm, 
imd turns off the remainder by forcing it 

. . back 
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l^ack into the river through other canals of 
a deeper cut.. If a conjefturc might be. ha- 
zarded, we might fay, that, before the moft 
antient times of which we have any know- 
ledge, the whole Delta was only a large 

» 

gulph which received the waves of the Me- 
diterranean ; that the Nile came as far as 
the opening of the valley which enters the 
province of Faium ; that by the dry. rhxer it 
went to form the Mareotis^ which was one 
of its eftuarics to the fea, as the lac Madie 
was that of the Canopio branch, and as* the 
lakes of Berelos and Menzaleh are ilill the 
efluaries of the Sebenitic; Mendeifian, Ta- 
nitic, and Pclufiac mouths; that the lake 
Bahr-Bekme {or without water) is the re- 
mains ,of the antient courfe of this river, 
wherein are found petrefaftions, (which in- 
cotitcftibly prove inundations) vegetations, 
and human labours^ ihewing that the foil 

has 
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has been raiibd by the couHe* of the river, 
and by the perpetual flu<9:ttation of the iands 
from weft to eaft; that the Nile having at sk 
certam period acquired more dir^^ion to the 
aorth than to the north- weft as before, pre^ 
cipitated itfelf into the gulph which we have 
juft fuppofedi there forming marfbcs^ and at 
lad: the Delta. From this hypotheiis it 
would follow> that the firft labour3 of the 
antient Egyptians, fuch as the Iijce Mceriis 
(now lake Bathen), and the firft dykes were 
only m^de to retain part of the waters of 
the inundation^ in order to irrigate thereby 
the province of Arfmoe, which thmtened 
to become barren ; and that pofteriorly^ the 
lake Moeris^ or Bathen, no longer receiving 
water enough, nor being able from its fitua^ 
tion to water the province of Faium, the 
river was obliged to be taken higher up, and 
the canM Juf^^f W5» dug, Which dOubtleis 

bears 
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Ixiafs the tiam^ of the caliph who ordewd 
this noble work : but at the fame time fiar« 
ing thut IPaium wodid rensaln pemiaaefltly 
inundated^ this prince raifed, from time to 
tiine^ iieiv dyles upon the coId, fudi m w^ 
now llee^ and dag the two canals of Boii^Si^e 
aind Zaoyeh to retufti the fuperfiuity of the 
^od b^k into the Hvef r 

W^hen we enjoy quiet po^Teffion of the 
xonntry we Ihall probably make obfervigilions 
»on all the fltfiferent levels, and on the labours 
of the Egyptians at difierent periods ; wc 
iriay thus afcertain fafts, inftead of forming 
conjc6hcrres, and fhew how much the Egyp- 
tiahs have at all times attended to the drf- 
tribution of the wateiis, and how even in 
times of barbarifm they have preferred fomte 
of their anticnt fagadty. After this^, if tixc 
Nile fhoiild ftill continue to lean to the 
-right, and to incrcafe as it' has already done^ 

the 
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the branch of Damtetta at the expence of 

that of Bofetta ; if it at leaft ibould aban-* 

don the latter, as it has fuccefCvely left the 

channels of the dry rruer and the branch pf 

Canopus ; if it fhonld leave the lake of Be* 

relos and empty , itfe)f entirely' into that of 

Menzalehj or form new brandies and new 

lakes at the eaftorn part of Pelikfiutn ; in 

fine, ifnatuife, always more powerful in the 

end than the refiftance of man, has con- 

demnecl the Delta to become an arid foil, 

the inhabitants will follow the Nile in its 

coxufei and will always find on its* banks 

that abundance which is produced by |ts be^^ 

.fiicent waters. 

Our firil employment, after the departure 

of Defaix, was to reconnoitre the coimtry, 

: and make a progreis through it, to levy con- 

« 
■ ^ributions: we vifited the villages whldi 

border the opening at F^'ium, half a league 

1 to 
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to the weft of* Bcncfuef. Wc then croifed 

the canal; and after a march of two hours 

wc arrived at Davalta/ a fine village, or ra*- 

•tber a beautiful country ; for in Egypt, when 

nature is charming, it is fo in fpite of ail 

•thit men can add to' it, or of .the detra^ftors 

of Savary, who have quarrelled fo much with 

: his luxurious defcriptioiis. Nature herepror 

duces fpontanebufly groves of palms, under 

which flpurifti'the oriinge-trcfe, the lyca- 

more, opuntia, banana, acacia, and pome* 

gratiate ; and thefe trees form groups. c^ the 

- fijdieft mixture of foliage and verdure ; and, 

^ when thefe delightful thickets are furround- 

ed, as far as the eye can reach, with fields 

covered with ripe dourra, with mature fiigar- 

; canes, with fields of wheat, flax, and trefoil, 

. which fpread a downy carpet over, the land, 

ms the . inundation retires; when, in the 

t • 

-months of our European winter, we have 

before 
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iKfote diir eyes thU xkh profiMd of 4^i^ 
ivhich promi&s ttie at>iisidaafie . of fummeri 

ff 

we majr well faj with this trivtller, that na- 
tote has organifed this country in a moft afto- 
tufhing manner^ and ihit there only want 
woody hills^ with biooka flowing ^dwn their 
tfedirities^ and a goTeriinicnt which woulcl 
renddr the people induftrious> and prevent 
the incttriioii of the Bedouiiis^ to render it 
the beft and, moft beautiful country on tfac 
lace of the terth. 

In croffing the rich tra^t which I hate 
juft deicribed, where the eye^iifeovcfs twenty 
Tillages at once, we arrived at Dindyia, where 
we (lopped for the night. The pyramid of 
ttilahun> fituated at the entrance of Fwum, 
ftems like a fortrtfs itiifcd tb comiiland thii 
province. Can this lie the pyramid of Men- 
des ? May not the cfinal of Bat&eni whidi 

pafles by it, be tho lake Meeris formed by ibc 

hand 
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hand of man^ as Herodotus and Diodorus 
tonjedure? For the lake Birkct-cl-Kerun^ 
which is the Moeris of Straho and Ptolemy^ 
can never be regarded as any thing but the 
work of nature. Accuflomed as we are to the 
gigantic labours of t^e Egyptians^ we can 
never perfuade ourfel ves that they can have 
hollowed out a lake like that of Gene^-a* All 
that antient hiftotians and geogfaphers tell us 
of the lake Moeris is doubtful andobfcure; it 
is evidently feeti that their accounts were dic- 
tated by the colleges of priefts, who were al* 
ways jealous of every thing that related to 
their country, and could the more eafily have 
thrown a veil of myftery over this province, 
iBS it was fituated beyond the conirhon road 
of travellers. Hence we have had from them 
the ftory of an artificial lake three hundred 
feet in depth, of a pyramid raifed in the 
middle of it, of a palace of a hundred cham- 
Vol, L Z bers 
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bers to feed crocodiles ixii and, in ihort, oT 
ftories as fabulous as any in the hiftory of 
man^ and the moft incredible p'art of the 
remains of Egyptian antiquity. But to rea- 
ibn from what anally exiib> vrc find that 
there is^ in truth, a canal here, that of 6a- 
then, which was flooded when we vifitcd 
it, as we approached It in different dire^ions; 
that the pyramid of Hilahun may well be that 
of Mendes, which was built at the cxtre- 
mity of this canal, fuppofed to be the lake 
Moeris ; that the lake Birket-el-Kerun, on 
the contrary, is a pool of water, which mufl: 
always have cxifted, and whofe bed muft 
have been formed by the motion of the fail, 
which is carried up and renewed every year 
by the fuperfiuity of the inundation of 
Famm, and its waters may have become 
bracVifh at the time when the Nile ceafed to 
flow through the valley of the dry riyer. The 

proofs 
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proofs of this opinion are, the* forms of the 
different . partsy the cxiftence of a bed of -a 
river extended to the fea, but: now dry, its 
depofitions and incxuftations, . the depth . of 
the lake, its extent, its bearing towards. the 
north on a chain af hills, which rtin eaft and 
weft, and turn* off towards the north weft, 
fJoping down to follow the courfe of the 
valley of the dry channel ; likewife, the naiT 
tronflakes; and, more; than all the other 

m 

proofs, the form qf the chain of mountains 
a.t the jwrth of the pyramid which Ihuts 
the entrance of the valley, and appears to be 
cut perpendicularly, like almoft all the raoun- 

ft 

tains at the foot of which the Nile flows at 
the prefefit day : all thelc offer to the vievy, 
a channel left dry, and its feveral remains. 

The ruins which are found near the town 
ofFaiumare doubtlefs, thofc of Arfinoe. I 
have not f*een the'm, nor thofe which qre at 

Z 2 the 
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the weft fide of the lake near the vill^e eS 
iCafir-Kerun ; but the plan of thefia fhewi^ 
cxnly a few rooins» and a portico decoiated 
widi ibme Iiieroghj^phics. 

The pyramid of Hilahun^ the moft {hat** 
tered of all the pyramids which I hare feeB> 
isalib that which 19 built with the leaft laag'^ 
liificence. It is conftruded of mafles o# cal^ 
careous Hones, ferving as points of fupport to 
heaps of nnbaiked bricks ;^ but« pen&able ad- 
this kind- of bailding is, and perhaps mort 
antient than the pyramids of Memphis, it 
flill holds together ; lb faTonraUe is the cl^* 
mate of H^pt to theie monuments whicb 
endure for ages here, but wx>uld fall to piece* 
by the rigour of a fingle European winter. 

There are fomt unlucky moments, when 
every thing (mt does is followed^ by danger 
or accident. As I returned from this jour- 
ney back to Bcnefuef, the general charged 

ma 
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mc with carrying an order to the head of the 
coliimn ; I gallop oa to execute it^ when a 
ibldier who was marching out of bis- rank 
turning fuddcnly to the left as I was palling 
to the right, prefents his bayonet againfl: me, 
sind before I could avoid it» I was unfaoried 
jby the blow, whilfl: he at the £ime time was 
thrown down. " There is one iavant Icfs,'* 
raid he whUe falling, (for with them eveiy 
one >^ho was not a foldicr was a favant) ;. 
but {omc piaflr^s which I had in my pocket 
received the point of the bay<met, and "I 
c&:aped with only a torn coat. When ar-t 
rived at the head of the column, I found the 
«id-du-camp Rapp ; we were well mounted, 
and had got before the infantry ; it was at 
the clofe of the evening, and being near the 
tropic we had but little twilight, as in thefe 
countries darkncfs immediately follows fiin* 
(jet. The Bc<Jouins infefted the country, and 

Z 3 we 
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wc faw fomc moying fpots in the plain be- 
fore us, which was very extenfive. Rapp 
laid to me, " We Ihould hot be here, let us 
" cither return to the column, or cfofi the 
*' country and get to Benefucf/* I knew 
that vay companion preferred the boldeft 
roeafure, fo I chofc the latter, and we Spurred 
on our hories, braving the Bedouins, who are 
always abroad at this time: our ride was 
Jong, we encreafed our fpeed,.and at laft jny 
horfc ran away with rtie, and it wa3 quite 
dark when I arrived under the entrench- 
ments of Benefuef I thought that I coul4 
continue on the fame road that I had paiTed 
in the morning ; my horfe flopped, I fpur*? 
red him, and he leapt over a trench which 
had been made that day, and put me on the 
other fide with my face againfl a palifede, 
where I could neither advance nor retreat. 

At this tiipe thp fcjitinel challenged me, I did 

not 
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not hear him, and he fired : I called out in 
Freuch; he aflced what bufinefe I had there, 
chid me, and turned me out; and thus the 
auk ward favant was bayonetted, fired at, 
* chid, and lent home like a truant fchboU 
boy. \ 

- On the loth of December General De- 
faix returned from Cairo, bringing with him 
twelve hundred cavalry, fix pieces of artil- 
lery, fix armed djermis, and two or three 
hundred infantry; which made the .ftrengtb 
of his divifion amount to three thoufand 
infantry, twelve hundred cavalry, and eight 
pieces of light artillery : he was thus pro* 
vided with every neceflary to puriue, attack, 
and overcome Murad-Bey, if he would let 
us come up with him ; and we were all full 
of hope and courage. .1 was perhaps the 
only one in this army who had neither glory 
nor advancement to acquire ; but I could 

Z^ not 
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not help priding myfclf on my zBivxty ; and 
jny fclf-lovc wg^s flattered with marching ia 
an army brilliant with vi^ftory, with -hav? 
ing refumed my poft at the advanced guardi| 
an.d with having been the firft to quit Tou- 
lon. I therefore marched cheerfully, witl^ 
the plcafing hopi^ of arriving the firft at 
Syene, and of realizing all my proje^» and 
feeing the ot^^l of my journey fulfilled. In 
fa<Sk, the moil interciHng part of my |ravcl5 
^ras now beginning ; I was goin^ to hneaJc 
up, as it Were, a new country ; to be the firft 
to fee, and to fee without prejudice, to inako 
refearches in a part of the earth hitho^to <^ 
vered with the vqil of myflfry, and for two 
thouiand years fhut out from the curioiity of 
Europeans. ' From the time of Herodotus 
^o the prcfent, every traveller, following the 
fteps of his prcdcccflbr, had only rapidly af- 
tended the? Nile, not daring tq lofe fight of v 

his 
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)iis boat, and only quitting the (bore for ^ 
few hours to. hurry a few hundred yards ofiv 
and vifitwith anxiety the neareft objccast 
For every thing beyond the vicinity of the 
river, the oriental hiftories alone have been 
<:onfulted. Encouraged by the reception 
which I met with from the commander in 
chief, and feconded by all the ofEccrs, who 
partook of my zeal for the arts, I had no 
Other fear than that of wanting time, paper^ 
pencil, and ability, to take down all the ob^ 

« 

je<^s^ of curiofity which I met with : I wat 
now accuftomed to pight encampments, and 
could fubiift very well on ammunition biA 
fcuit ; I feared nothing from Murad-Bcy than 
to fee him enter the defert, and to lead us ' 
from Benefuef to Faium, and back from ^ 
Faium to Bencftjef* 

We qpitted this latter town, December 
1 7th ; the fpedacie was very fine ; and I re- 

grctted 
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grcttcd being too bu/y myfelf to be able to 
make a fketch of it ; our column extended a 
l»gu. in length, and ever thing breathed 
joy and hope, At the fall of day we were 
iaddened by the view of an uncultivated 
land, and a deierted village — ^how many 
melancholy ideas are included in the iilenc^ ' 
of night, the negleft of culture, and th^ 
ruins of the habitations of man ! tyranny 
begins this difaflrous wafte, defpair and 
crime finifh it* Thus it happens in Egypt : 
when the matter of a village has exa6led from 
it all that it can afford, and the niifery of 
the inhabitants is further reduced to cxtre- 
mity by frefh demands, the villagers in de* 
ipair oppofe force to force; they are then 
treated as open rebels, aad'each party has 
recourfe to arms ; and if the inhabitants in 
defending themfelvcs have the misfortune 
to kill any one of their tynints or his iatqlf 

lities. 
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lites, they have no other refourcc than flight 
to fave their lives, and theft to fupport it^ 
men, women, and children, blotted out from 
fociety, and roving from place to place, 
become the terror of their, neighbours, pnly 
appear furtively in their own native habita- 
tions, which they convert into dens of rob- 
bers, alarming' thofe who would lucceed 
them -in their retreats of mifery. Thus 
wbole villages, when become the aiylum of 
crime, offer no other view to the paflengir 
tlian deferted fields, ruins, filence, and delb- 
lation. 

' We arrived at El-Berankah an hour before 
night, and quitted it at day- break the; next 
xnpniing ; wc breakfafted at Bcbeh, a xron- 
fiderable* village, which has nothing remark-^ 
able, except that it poflefles the wrift ofSu 
George, a relic which (hould recoipfnend it 

^o cvtry pious fpn of chivalr3% The Arabian 

, ■ ^ ■ 
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chain of hills here approaches the river io 
cloie as to leave only a narrow ftrip of green 
land between the two. 

At Miriel Guidi we were delayed by fc- 
veral accidents which happened to the car<« 
riages of our field-pieces in getting them 
over the canals : we learnt that the Mame^ 
lakes were at Fechnch, Whilft wc were 
waiting under the fliade, a criminal came 
before General DeTaix. Tho& that brought 
him iaid> '^ He is a thief; he has flolen ibine 

« 

^ guns from the vplunteers^ and has been 
" taken in the a6l/' How much we were 
ilirprifed to fee the robber a boy of twelve 
years old, beautiful as an angeU with a large 
fabre wound in his arm, which he looked at 
without emotion. He prcfentcd himfelf to 
the general, whom he perceived to be his , 
judge, with an air of firmncls and fimplicity, 
and (fo great is the charm of iiatiye grace) 

not 
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Aot a perfbn preient could preierve his anger* 
He was aiked who bid him fteal thefe ^ns i. 
*^' Nobody." . What had ini^uced bim to do 
it ? '* I do not know ; it was the great God.'* 
Had he parents ? " Only a mother, very 
poor and blind." The general told him, 
if he confefied who fent him> he fliou^ be 
releaied ; if not, he ihould be puniihed as 
he deferved« ** I have . already told yofu^ 
nobody &nt me ; it was God' alone that 
put it into my head:" then laying his cap 
at the feet ot the general, he iaid, " There 
^' is my head^' you may cut it off!" Fatal 
religion, in which vicious principles and[ 
pofitive laws urge man to heroifm and to 
wickedneis !•*— " Poor little wretch," faid the 
general, " let him go." He faw that his 
fentence was paifed; he looked at the 
generalir then at the ibldier who wa» leading 
him off, and, gueffing the meaning of what 

2 he 
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he could not under{}:and> he parted with s 
fmile of confidence. Such anecdotes as thdi 
give a better infight into the morals of na- 
tions> and the influence of religioiv anid hwsy 
than regular difcufTions. 
. A ilrange cr/cnt Hiccecdcd to this intcrcft"* 
ing fcene'— it was rain. It gave us for a mo- 
ment a icnfatlon which recalled. Europe ta 
our minds, and the firft foft. Ihowers of 
fpring in the xnidft of December. S^me 
minutes after we . wqre told, that the Ma-« 
melukes were waiting for us about two 
leagues off, with an array of pcaiants. Every 
one was immediately on the alert, expefting 
battle in the evening, or the next day at 
lateft. On approaching Fechneh we difco-* 
^ered a detachment of Mamelukes, who let 
us approach within half cannon- Ihot, ^d 
then difappeared. We were toM ^'at the 
main body was -at Safte Elfayeneh, a league 

7 further 
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•fur til er off; but our artillery was not come 
xip, as it was conftaritly delayed by the canalsi 
and in ipite 6f the wifti of the general to 
join the enemy, and attack him' even before 
we were completely formed in order of bat- 
tle. We could not get to Safte till night ; • and 
we found that the Mamelukes had quitted it 
two hours before. At Safte we leamt that 
they had got intelligence of our march at 
midrday, at the time when the inhabitants* 
were diiputing with . them, concerning the 
extraordinary impofitions which they de- 
manded; they immediately thought of no- 
thing but loading their camels, calling us 
thejcourge of God fent to punifh their faults,' 
and in truth they might have ufed lefs pious 
expreffions. 

They kindled fires, which^ foon went out. 
We left this place the 1 9th of December at 
day-break ; they had preceded us two houis> 

and 
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and were three leagues befoiie . ti5« 'tjitf 
quitted the Nile, in the diredioa of theti^ 
marcht ptffing between Bar- Jufcf and the 
deiert, abandoning the ridieft-^eiafiy in the 
univerfe* In this third pa£&ge I did not find 

charts ; but it is only an adual fuTvej of the 
le^xls that can give a. knowledge' of the fyf- 
tern and regulation a( the irtigations> and of 
the wbrka to be xefpedively attiibutei] to art 
and to nature in this intereflii^ part o£ 
Egypt. Towards the evening we forded 
the canal Juief, which at this pla^e appeait 
to be only the receptacle of the flood waters^ 
becaufe it is the lo weft part of ^ the valley^ 
and in no part to be the work of human ' 
induftry. But all thefe queftions will be 
determined by a grand operation to be per^^ 
formed in time of peace, from Which the 
bcft. way may ,bc fuggcftcd of recoYcring the 

advantages 
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advantages of this mjfterious canals now lofi 
or funk into negled. This important work 
would have fallen to the lot of General Caf? 
farelli, who was always fo ardent to contri-* 
butc to the public welfare, if death had not 
deprived the commander in chief of his 
iervices as a friend, and all Egypt of a bene- 
fadon 

From a iimple in^cdion of thefe differ*- 
ent levels I ilK»ild be difpofcd to believe^ 
that this part of Egypt has become lower 
than the elevated banks of the Nile, and that 
after the general inundation, the drainings 
of the water all cdllcA in this fjpot. I have 
fincc feen in Upper Egypt the effeA of the 
filtration which here occurs; the waters 
having in thi^ country neither canals nor 
valleys, through which they can be carried 
off after the inundation, the entire mafs 
penetrates the whole depth of the vegetable 

Vol. I. A a ' . foil. 


ilbil, at the bottcmi of w'hich it nictts wti 
a bed of clay, which it cannot pais, and it 
tctums to thfc river by fmall ftrcamlets, when 
;the fall of the -flood has fonk it below the 
Surface of this bed of clay. May not the 
oafis he aiclribed to a iimikr operation, of 
aature? 

We here faw fomc buflards; they were 
finaller than thofe of Europe, -as is'the cafe 

# • • • 

with evety anitaal c6mmem-to the two con- 
tinents. We were now fepptoacKing ^he de- 
fert, which was alfo advancing to w, for, as 
the ancient Egyptians expreflcd i^^ the dcicrt 
is the tyrant Typhon> who is^confiantly in- 
tading Egypt. Xije mountains were ftill 
two leagues ofFus, »and we 'were'at the edge 
of the plain which foritts ^ border Ijetwcen 
the deferts and the ctiitivated copntty. 
Whilft we were halting, we received intelli- 
gence that the Mamelukes were engagqd 
' ^ ' *' with 
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telth our adranced guard ; but ticif^s' is fibri- 
catcd' by tBc advanced guard oF anC)irixi}r fot 
the main body, as well as by one quarter <)f 
Paris for the other ; however, as even reik)irb 
of this kind are not' td be negie^d, i^t hzf[^ 
ened up, but found no enemy, ^and vee halti 
ed for the night near the village of -Bena^ 
chie, in a fine wood of palm-trees. ^ 

On the 20th at day-break, We Coptihued 
our route, in the conftant hope df-reachiiig 
the enemy : we learnt that be had naarched 
all night : the artillery delayed our progreis^ 
and conftantly required ibme little flop; 
whilft the Mamelukes, unincumbered by 
heavy guns, had the defert before them, in 
the midft erf' which they could d^fy ou< 
eagernefi. We attempted, however, tp enter 
it, and prefcntty our draught horfes .vert 
knocked up : however, we airived by this 
Touti^ fit Benefech, wh$re, lS»rtuaaMly wt 
mi, the army halted. 


87$ THAVELS IN BGV^t. 

- Benefeeh vns buUt on the ruins of thfc 
tncknt Qzyxinchus^ the capital of the thirty^ 
third imir^. or J)iovihcc of Egypt. No-^ 
ibtnf^ iKiwever^ remains pf this city but 
{qmt fngtochti of (lone pillsurs> matble co- 
Iwnna in the mofques^^and a iin^e column 
left flat)4iQ£^ along with its capital^ and part 
of the eQtahlature^ which ihew that it is 
Jthe firagment of a . portico of the compoiite 
order^ It .was not .without ibme danger that 
I.anqved h:Cte alone^ half aii hour before the 

diviiion ; but it would have been attended 

- . . . - - . - 

^vith ftill greater ijflc to have remained be- 
liind; 1/ therefore had only time to take a 
general view, o» hoifcjbafk of this deiblate 
^puntry> and. to iketch the, ^pgle iiandin|^ 
i^xffimj the only re^nains^ of its former mag- 
mficence. ,This Solitary monument brings a 
:midaocholy ;&niation to the xpiiid ; Oxjxm^ 
cliusi ontee. ft necropolis fwroundisd by aicf^ 

3 .., . ^ta#, 
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tile plaiii, two leagues pfF the L^Kan tangc 
of hills, has difappeared beiiea'tli the &nd ) 
and the new town has l^ecri obliged to re«: 
treat froni this defolating inva(ion» leaving 
to its ravaged houfe after houie^ and the mi 
liabitants muft at laft be driven beyond tla^ 
canal Julef, on the border of which they 
•will ftill be menaced. This fine canal^fccnii- 
ed to offer to our light its verdant bonks; in 
order to corifble us for the prof^eft of thfr 
defert which lay before our eyes, a de&rt 
which prefents fuch a gloomy idea to ali 
who have once beheld it—^a boundleis hori* 
zon of barrenheis, which opprefTes the mind 
by irr;imehfity of diflance^ aiid whoie appear* 
^nce, where level, ' is only a dreary waile ;- 
and where broken by hills, only fhe ws ano^ 
thcr feattirc of decay and decrepitude, whilft 
^c lilence of inanimate ikature reign$: 
'^xoughout tmdiflurbed. 

A a {^ Tired 
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: Tired with* driwing, I reo&ained abibrbed 
in the melandioly infpired by thq icene be- 
fert vAy eye, when I iaw Defaix in the iafne^ 
attitodd with myfelf, penetrated with the 
fame fenfiitions. ^' My friend/* faid he, 
is not this an error of nature ? Nothing 
here receives life ; every thing appears to 
^^ be placed here to infpire with mekncholy 
*/ or dread; it would fecm as if Providence, 
*i aftec having provided abundantly ^r die 
•f neceiBties of the three other parts of the 
^ world, . ihddenly ftopped here for want of 

4 

^ materials, and abandoned it to its original 
* barrenne&/' *' Is it not rather," 1 replied, 
^ the decrepitude of the moft anciently in- 
^ habited part of the globe ? Has not the 
^^abufe which men have made of the ^ft& 
^ of nature reduced it to this fiatfc V hx 
diis defert tfaerts are.vallies, and petri&d 
wood ; there have therefore Ixen nvers and 

m 
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forcfts ; thef^ JaA baye been d^^^jred* afl^ 
after thU havfe di^^ppoftr^d l;hn d?w^. thft 
mifti the rain, th^ rivers^ and with tbieq^ 9li 
the anitnate^ bselngs. , 

Wc found in die mofques of ^e^efecb, s| 
number of colupit^ of different marbl^i 
which arc doubtlefs the fpoils of the 9,n^ 
cient Oxyrinohna^ bi^t which were; not of the 
ftyle of ancient Egypt. 

Wc returned, following %hfi courfe of t)b|f 
canals which in this part refer^ble^ our rrver 
La Marne« Sonie time after we iaw a cour 
iidcrable exploiioh, ^but he^d no noife foU 
lowing it ; wq thought it was a fignal ; hni 
the day but one after, we learnt that a part 
of tl^e powder of the Mamelukes had t^keo. 
fire. We alfo fei^^ed a convoy of ejght huur 
dred fiieep, whiph, I believe, without niuc|;i 
difficulty, we perihaded ourfel ves belonged 
tff j^c enemy, and in the evening it CQuibled 

A a 4 our 


376 , TBitYBLS IK B«Tirr« 

our troops £>r the fatigues of tbe day. Wd 
arrived at Eliack too late to Ave this riUage 
from beingpiUaged ; in a quarter of an hour 
there remained nothing at all in the houi^, 
literally nothing ; die Arab inbahitmits had 
fled into the fields ; we invited them back^ 
they anfwered coldly: '^ Why ihould we 
^' return *to our houies, are not the deierts 
•* now as good as our own hcMBcsi'V We 
had nothing to r^iy to thb laconic anfwer^ 
• ^pthing interefting happened on the next 
day. We found the lake Bathen a^ierpeu* 
tine as the lake Julcf ; but vr6 muft wait 
for an actual iurvey of theie ehnalsi to b^ 
able to form any rational corijedure on tbe 
ancient iyftcm of irrigation, till which time 
all our reafonings would be precipitate, «nd 
our aifertions illuibry. We flept at Tata, a 
large village inhabited by Copts ; and an 
Arab chief, who had joined MumUBe^« ha4 

left 


\t(t at ottrclilpofaL a large houic .and nuitV 
tteScs, on wfaich:we pafied a de&cions nigb!^ 
for ^ye could ifcry xarcly be lodged ib c&xxxr 
modioufljr* ' • .: ^ . 

The f^ext day, December 22d> vre crofS^d 
' fields of peas and beans already in pod> and 
barley in iflower. At noon vrc arrived at 
Mynyeh, a large a^d bandibmc tpwib in 
which there had formerly -been a temple cif 
Atiubis. I found: no ruins^tbiit fine columm 
of granite in the large ino£|ue> whiqh Were 
'well cut, ' and had a yery fine afixagal : J 
know not \.whether they were part of the 
temple of Anubis, but they Were ^ cxrtaifdy 
of a date poflsrior to . that of the temples 
of high antiquity in £gyptf which I after- 
wards faw in my travels. . 

The Mamelukes had quitted the town of 
Mynych, and had nearly befen furprizeo by 
our cavalry^ who entered it fbme hoars after^ 

They 
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Thej had been oUIged to abandon fiiNt 
vefieb armed with ten pieces of cannon j and 
a mortar; ^they had beikies buried two 
others, which were Ihcwn us by feyeral 
Greek dcfcrtcrs who c^mc to join iR. 

Mynyeh was the handfomeft town we had 
yet fccn ; it had good ftrcets, fubftantial 
houfes very well fituated, and the Nile Aqwt 
ihg through a large and cheerful chanjiel* 

Frop Mynyeh to C!ome-el-Gafar> wbei« 
we ilept, the country is more rich and 
abundant than any that we had bith^rt^ 
travelled over^ and the Tillages fo nnunerous 
and contiguous to ^each other, that firom the 
middle of the plain I reckoned twenty- four 
around me : they were not rendered gloomy 
by heaps of ruins, but planted with trees & 
thickly intei^wovcn, that it put me in mind 
of the descriptions which travellers have 
given us of the iilands in the Pacific Ocean. 

7 The 
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The next ihoralng, at eleven, we were bcn 
tween Antinoe a04 HerjmopoUs. I had uot 
much . curiofity to vifit the forxhcr (rf,thcfe 
pkces ; as I had already feea the mobumenta 
of the age of Adrian, and the buildings of 
thi;5 emperor in Egypt could not prefent to 
me any thing very new and ftrikmg ; but I 
was eager to go, to Hermopolis^ where I 
knew there was a celebrated portico ; it w» 
therefore with great fatisfaAion that I heard 
Deiaix inform me^ that he iho^ld take three 
hundred cavalry, and make in ezcuriion to 
Acknuiuin, whilft the infantry were march** 
ing to Melaiei^ 

In appmaching the eminence on which is 

built the portico of Hermopolis, I faw id 
outline in the horizon, and its gigantic fea« 
tures. We croflcd the canal of Abu-Affi« 
dfi4 ibon after, paffing acro& mountains and 

ruins. 
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nunsy we reached tkb beautifuL mmnmaxt^ 
a xelic of thekighdit anttquitj^ ' 

I was enchaiited with delight at thus iee^i' 
ing the firft fruit of my labours.;.^ fiff» excq>t» 
ii^ the pynu!mds> thb was the . ficft mooiu* 
ment which gave me an idea of the ancient 
Sgyptiaa architcifture ; the fir^ ilqn^ tbfOi 
I had fcen yi^hichhad|>feferyei^ tbdr. original 
deftiuationt without being altend or de^. 
ibrtued by th« worka . of modem times;, and 
had remained untouched for four thou&nd 
yeaisji to give me an id<a q( the immo^Q 
fange and high perfeSion ta whi/^ ^ ax^ 
had arrived in this coimtiy. A|«a&nt wha 
ihoulid be. drawn out from hi& cottage,. and 
placed before, fuck a building a« tbisi, would 
bclieyc. that there muft edft a. mSt dxSas 
c&cp b$tw(«n UmCd£ ao4 the beii^ Whc^ 
w«re aUe to o(«^^ it; aii4 without haAi 
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ing any idea of architecture, he ^vrould ikj, 
this is th6 work of k god, a man could not 
dare to inhabit it. Is it the Egyptians who 
have invexitedand broi:^ht to perfeAion fuch 
a beaiktilul ait ? Thid is a queftion which i 
am unaUe to anfwa ; but even on a firft 
eglimpie of thi3 edifi(ie yvt may pronoimce, 
, diat the Greeks have never devifed nor exe^- 
cuted any thing in a grander {kyle% The 
only idea: which difturbed^my enjayment 
he^e was, that I muft fx> fopn quit thh mag^ 
nificent dbjcA, and that it required the hand 
of a,mafter> and ample leifure, to do it jui^ 
tice with Ac pencil ; whereas, my powers 
were humble, and my time meafured out. 
;But I could not quit it without attempt 
log the (ketch which ' I have given to my 
readers, which can but ^faintly exprefs the 
ienfattoofi . which this noble iabric conveys, 
jpokd which I fmcerely hope fome future artiil 

, will 
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will be enabled to finiih under mdtt ibi±cl^ 
Hate circumftances. (Sec Plate XIV.) 

If a drawing can ibmetimes give atf air of 
greatneis to little things, it always liimimlhes 
the effed of g^at objeAs t ifo in this iiv^ 
fiance, the capitals, which app^r tbo heavy 
.in proportion to the bafes, have, in'rtsdity^ 
£>methiilg in their maffivehe& whidi ftrikes 
with wonder, and difann$ "criticilih. t here 
4one cannot yentiire ^£her to admit or r^6t 
Wy rules of criticifm ^ but' what is truly a4^ 
xnirable, is> the beauty of the piincipai out- 
lines, the ^ededion ii^ the general cotfflMkft- 
tion, and in the ufe of; ornaments, wliiefaraife 
iufficient to give a rich effcft witbof^ k^Wf* 
kig the noble fimplicity of the whole. - Tkc 

• . » r ♦ 

immenie niunber of hiero^yphicfe'wKieh Sjo- 

• i * 

ver every part of this edifice, tiot only havfe 
no relief, but entrench upon nd paifti<i?-lhfe 
outlinr, fo that they ^^i&ppeai' at imttitf 

paces 
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paces AyQ»Xk€c, and leave the building all its 
uniformity. But the drawing will give a 

* 

better idea of the general efFe6l than any de* 
icriptioti. 

Among the hillocks^ within three or four 
hundred yards of the portico, enormous 
l>locks of ttone may be feen half buried in 
fand, and regular architedurc beneath them, 
which- appear to form an edifice containing 
columns of granite, juft rifing above the 
prefent level of the foil. Further on, but ftill 
conneifted with the Scattered fragments of 
the great temple of -Hermopolis, which I 
have juft defcribcd, is built a mofque, in 
which arc a number of columns of cipoline 
marble of middling fize, and retouched by 
the Arabs ; then comes the large village of 
Achmunin, peopled by about five thoufand 
inhabitants, to whom we were as great an 
. ol^ed of curiofity as their temple had been 
to us.. 

V 

Wc 


ff 
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quiiition of a hundred camels, aild theie 
poor wretches not having it in their power 
to comply with the demand^ the enemy had 
barbaroully killed fixty of their people. They 
.in return, highly exafperated^ had ilain eight 
of the Mamelukes, whofc heads they offered 
to bring us. They all fpoke at once, repeat- 
ing perpetually the famfe expreffions.; but 
fortunately for our ears, .the audience ')Yas 
given in a field of lucerne, which offered a 
ieafbnable refrefliment to the deputation, 
who began to devour the crop greedily, as if 
it were a dainty which they were afraid of 
lofmg. Whilft fitting on horfcback, I fketch- 
cd the figure of one of the deputies juft as 
he had finiihed his harangue. (Sde Plate 
XLIX. Flg.6.) 

We flept at Elganfanjer, where we were 
very well lodged in a fanton's tomb. 

The 
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The next day, December 25th,* we Were 
marching pverMount Falut,whcir we learned 
that the Mamelukes were at Ben^adi, ito 
which place we immediately direded.Qi^ 
courfe, in hopes of coming up with them. 
Partaking of the eagerneis of all around me, I 
was full of joy when we received any tidings 
of the Mamelukes, without reflediingthat I 
had no reafon for animofity or revenge againft 
them, dnd that as they had not injured the 
remains of antiquity, which was my har- 
veft, I had no caufe of complaint againft 
them. If they had acquired unfairly the foil 
which we wferc treading, at leaft it: was not 
for us to m^ke any objedions ; their rights 

» 

were at Icaft fandlioned by fev6ral centuries 
of pofleffion; but the preparations for a 
battle prefent fo much buftle and activity, 
and altogether, form fuch a ftriking fcene» 

and 


S$0 TtLAVKLB tS B6TPT. 

ttid' the/' event is of ib much import«ice 
to aU -^ho are concerned in it, that rim 
Mind has bat little room left ibr moral tc^ 
flfiotions ; iuccefs is then the only objed:, fo€ 
^e game ha» fb high a ftake thbfe'one doe^ 
iiOtehdoie tolofe it. 

But when arrived at Beneadi our hope 
^M once more deceived; we only found 
ibme Atubs, whom our i^valiy chafed into^ 
^he <k^Wi 6€ni(lkdi is a rich village^ about 
half a league in* lengthy advantageoufly iittr<* 
ated for the ttade of DarAir, which is carried 
on by caravans, pofTbifikig tti abundant te^ 
ritoiy, and a population aumetous enough 
to compel the Mamdia^es to ^ter into fbme 
compofttion for dieir leTiea> and not to allow 
theih to take it aa plimder. :We aUb found 
it prudesMt to temjpori2se with them for the 
prefent, eipeciaily as the.amicaUe advaim& 
2 which 


t 
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wbich they made were oiFcred ta usibouc^ 
Tvhat in the munoer of conditions ; ths in/r 
£>lenc6 of which we thought it piopicr :to 
pafs over by the ^pcftrance of cordialij^ 
Sucrouad^d by Arabs whom they di^ not ih 
the l^aik i^f, u% they fupply tfadb fre&t 
boQters with their articles of the firfl: iic- 
ceffity^ and confequently can 4iSp(?k iqf their 
&rvices^ the inhabitants qf Beneadi enjoy an 
influence in the province which would render 
them an objeft of embarraffment to any go* 
vemment whatever : they came out to meet 
us, and they reconduded us out of their 
territory, without either party being at all 
tempted to pafs the night in the iame place. 
We flept at Benifanet. 

On the 20th, juft before getting to Siut, 
we found a large bridge, a lock^ ^id flood- 
gates in order to retain the waters of the 

Nile 
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Nile after the inundation; thefe Arabian 
works, made doubtlefs from antient modeJs, 
ate as uieful as well contrived; and^ in gene- 
ral, it appeared to me, *that the. diftribution 
of the waters in. Upper Egypt for irrigation, 
was ordered with more intelligence, and ef- 
(cAed with Ampler means, than in the 
lower provinces. 
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